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OF IRELAND: 


WV herein 15 deſtribed the diſpoſiti- 


en of the Iriſh whereunto they 
' are inclined, 


No leſ&admirable to be peruſed then credible 


f9 be beleeued : neither nprofitable n0Y vuplea- 


{ant to bee read and vnderitood, by thoſe wor- 
thy Citizens of London that be now 
wndertakers in Ireland : 


By Barnabd Pich, Gent: 


Malui me diuitems eſſe, quam vocari.. 
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The contents of the ( hapters 


concained in this Booke. 


(Y the little credite that 15 to bee gwen to their 


; eeltimonies, that hauc hitherto written ot 
Ireland. Cap. ”. 
; Ot the remperature of the ayre,andrhe fertility ot the 
foule ynuucilally through heland. Cap. 2. 
| Ot the nature & diſpoſition of the' ib how they are 
inclined. Cap. 3+ 
From whence it proceedeth, that the /rifþ are fo re- 
| pugnant to the Engltſh. Cap. 4. 
That the I1þþ by nature are inclined tocruelty. Cap.s. 
Ot che ingratitude of the 111ſþ. Cap. 6. 
ou the inciuilty both of manners and conditions vied 
by the 11ſh. Cap. 7. 
Ot the Vulgar forte of the 7jſh, what account ey 
make of an Oath. Cap. 8 


That a Conqueſt ſhould draw after it, Law, Language, 
and Hahtte. Cap. 9g 
Of certain ſepts anddegrees amongſt the 7ri/h.Ca.to. 
Ot the manner of the 1r1ſþ Coſherine. Cap. IT. 
How J/reland was purged from all venimous wormes, 
by the praters of Saint Parrick. Cap. 12. 
Ot the holy Saintes that hathbeene borne brid. and 
brought vp in Ireland. ID. 13, 
Ot che tuperſtitious conceit that is holden by the 
| Iriſh, about certaine VVels. Cap. 14. 
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vl p (ontents. 
| > I A true d:{cription| Bat of the Citty, and Cittizens 
i of Dabline. ; Cap. 15. 
il Of ſome defe&ts in the FOUCrnment of Dublin. Ca. 16, 
3 i Ot the trade & traffiq wic that is vicdin Deblin, Ca. 17 
EM Of the atbiztotrofehe Iriſh. Cap, (8. 
i 1 Of the Doctrine of the Pope, how imbraced by the 
IJ} | Iriſh. Cap. 19, 
al How the Papiſts of 7relaxd, are neither athamed nor 
5 il afraid. to manifeft. chemſclues. T” Cap. 20. 
Il he inconucnience of Popery ) how it hurteth in 
Ireland. Cap. 21, 


Whither there be any poſibility,that the 175/) ſhould 

dj be able to maintaine warre againit the Kinges Ma- 

3/0 icltte. Cap. 22, 

| Ofthole lets and impedimenres that defeated our late 
gracious Qu.in her feruices againſt the Jrifþ.Ca.23. 

| Ot Pardons and Pravattioris' now hurttull in ire- 

| \ land. Cap. 24. 
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Ot the dallying 7 quit the t1mc Of ſeruice, and the de- | 
laycs of ireland| Cap. 25. 
Trek Tyrone wa$ſſtill ſupplyed with Souldiors, arfd 
all other promtions tor warre, at the Queenes | 
CAAarges. j - Cap. 2 | | 
That the /1jp are more dangerous then neceflary, for | 
his Marcſtie feruicein eland. Cap. : 7. | 
The conclution. | VS | 
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To the Right Honourable, Robert 
Earle of Salts bury, Uicount Cranburn, 


Baron Cecill of E ſſerden, Lord High Treaſu- 


rer of England, principall Secretarie to his Mas 


icſtie, one of the Lordes of his Honourable 
Prinie Conncell, and Knight of the Noble 
order ofthe Garter,&c. 


FA Oft Honorable, and mot worthie Earle, the 
< I ſenerall Bookes that are ſpread, bearing the 
MN HEN names ard Titles of Hiſtories, of ſummaries of 
- E-3 Chronicles, & of diners other collettions drawn 
WW IICRLS, 

= from vnworthy Authors : ſome of them printed, 


' 


ſome otherwiſe publiſhed here m Ireland,by Papiſts, by lieng 


Chronicles, by idle Poets, by Bardes and Iriſh Rythmers, 
all of them conteining matter of vntruth : As the memories 
of ſnperititions foundations, lies and Fables, fooliſhly mealed 
ard compatled togither : written rather in the maintenance 
and fat our of lewd miſdemeanor, of vuperſtition,of Idolatry, 
«nd do rather gine encouragement to wicked Subietts to en- 
ter the {ang of Rebellion, to take Armes againſt the Prince, 
t9 diſobey,to contemn,to deſj)iſe, not onelte the Princes lowes, 
and his CMaieſties gracious proceedings, but alſa ſetting o= 
pen the wide gate that leadeth to many miſdemeanors 4 gamft 
the Prince himſelfe. 1 hane therefore thought it a matter 
much importing his Maiesties ſernice, to as my beſt endeuor 
to ſtop this gap thus broken downe, that this openeth the way 
to the waitfull ſpoile of Rebellion, of Treaſon, of S wper/tition, 
of Idolatrie, of Diſobedience, of Contempt : ana to £/ne a 
A 3 booke 
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The Fpiſtfe Dedicatory. 
Booke to the p"262þ, 364 of that Realme of Ireland, where- 
in they may behold that truth, which they themſelues hanc 
heard with their eares, hane ſeene with Gab eres, and ave a- 
ble to teitifie vpon dailte experience. 
Theſe lmes this ſquared out] durit not preſume to pre- 
ſent to your Honor, in reſpett of anie abilitie that I ackyow- 
leage tobe in my ſelfe, I knowe there can come nothing from 
me, that may be anie waies anſwerable to your exquiſit mdg- 
ment or worthineſſe : but it 15 your owne vertue, your owne 
affabilitie and Noble d:ſpoſition, that was yet nener knowne 
ro deſpice or diſcountenance any mans endeuours, that were 
honestlie intended, or undertaken to a good end and purpoſe, 
It :s this, your Honorable inclination, that bas encou- 
raged me : this ts it hath made me to preſume of a fanorable 
acceptance. To you therefore,and to your honor alone, Þ hane 
in moit humble and ſubm:'ſſine manner bequeathed thoſe ex- 
periments, which forty yeares obſeruation hath taught me to 
know. To your Honor, whoſe exquiſſite magment 1s beſt able 
to diſcerne, and whoſe wiſdome and knowledge 15 moſt fitting 
to redreſſe: by whoſe Honerable care for the good of the com- 
mon-weale, England and Ireland, are beth made happie, By 
whoſe pronidence and wiſaome (next under his Mateſt ie )we 
hanec B60 reaped the fruits of a mo5t happie and bleſſed 
gonernment, To your Honor therefore, I ſubmit my labor:, 
my Loue, my lines, my ſeruice, my ſelfe, my endenors, & all 
that I hane, to be at your Honors diſpoſe : and thus will rei! 

' to praie for your Honour, that GOD would ſtill continue h:: 
bleſſmges 2/p0 Jon, as hitherto he hath doxe. 
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Your Honors, in all humble 


1nd dutifull affection : 
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{» Tothe Curteous and friendly 


Reader, either English or Irish, either Prote- 


ſtant or Papiſt,either learned or vnlearned, 
or to any ether ny; hoſoener, I care not, 


oy 4 14 


—— 4 


TYLIFTY 
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Ne of the diſeaſes of this age, is the mul 
. titude of Books, that doth fo ouercharge 

the worlde, that it i5 not able to difgeſt 

the abundance of idle matter that is eue- 
> Ty day hatched and brought into the 
world, that are as diuers in their formes,as their Authors 
be in their faces. | 

It is but athriftlefle, and athankelefſe occupation, this 4 

writing of Bookes, a man were betterto fit bagion ina 
Coblers ſhop, tor his pay is certaine,a penny a patch : but a 
Booke-writer, if hee get ſometimes a few commendati- 
ons of the Iudicioxs, he ſhall be ſure to reape a thouſande 
reproaches of the CMaligzre, 

Bookes are like Cheeſe, that is neuer well ſeaſoned to 
eucry mans ta[t;for one will fay it is too ſalt, another wil 
ſay it is too freſh, a thirde will ſay it is to tart, another 
thinkesitto be roo milde; one will haue it too hard,an- 
6thertoo ſoft, another too tough, another coo brittle, 
3: neuer pleaſeth eucry mans taſt ; no more do Bookes, 

I am cenſure\] for writing ofa Book, robe a malicious 
enemy to Jrelaud, to poore [:e/and, that (God knoweth) 
js rather to be pittied, then ſpighted.- 

I confefle, I haue made my ſelfe known in print, to be 
an enemy to Popery, but not to he/and, 

eArſtotle being vpbraided by ſome of his friends, that 

he had beene ouer mercifullto a wicked man ; I hauc in- 
deede( faide eF1/torle) bin mercifullcowardes the man, 
bat not towards his wickedneſſe, 4 

So fay I by Ir. land,though I finde fault with the Idola- 
try that is committed in the Country, yet 1 find no fault 
with 


i 
p 
' 
Fi 
$1 
n w- 


> AP 


2 
£ 
. 


. 
.*” 
*» 
# 
= 
», 
* 
"= 
- 
', 
* 

- 
by _ 
». - 
> >) 

t 
= " 
C 
iy » 
v 


\PA 
"i / 


- 4 Ny 
F a J r - 
q l  J> 
g © *+ 1) A, A 
JE ARAANA2£4c.c4Þcc-cmqmca +a aa.a 


1% aſs 


& 


's 
x, 


_— ADL > 42S DAD adiacec 
_ 


P G1 


EV, 
L 
af £.* #5 "_ 


>» VIA 
I% 


fl Fo 


76 


#1 


[4 . 


- 
\ 4 
PIs " 
. 
to 
K 


» 


: 
: | 
"3 . 
p | 
| 
£ 


” OO TO t—0h OO Re ge qo ew —_ 


* 

_—_ 
w.. 
b, 

\ Ga * 
=_—_ 
BY : 

{ | 
-* 
4 
4 
— 
_ 
e i * 
— T8 
. , 
i | 
' 
18 
> 9 
. 
þ © / 
+ 2 

_— * 
>| 
"© $4 1 

”- \ Fo 
: | 

” 4 | | 

; : | 
: 
* 
| 
: 
- 
; | 
. 

: 


An Epiſtle. 


with the Countrey it ſelfe, nor with a great number of 
good people that are of the 1h birth,that I neuer menr 
to reproue, neither am able to dere, by 
But for thoſe that haue found.ſo many faults wich my 
book, that I fo honeſtly meant for the good of che'coun+ , 
trey, I forgiue them from my heart, tor I durſt ſweare for 


. them, they did it more for want of wit, then for any ma- 


lice they beare to my perſon, 

I hauc liuedin Ire/nd of a poore pay, the full recom» - 
pence of 47. yeares, {ſpent inmy Prince and Countreyes 
{cruice, I haue not begged nor purchaſed any mans lids, 
rents, or reuennewes; [ haue not heaped to wy lelfe, cy- 
ther Offices or Church-liuinges ; yet ſomething I have 
noted of the Countrey by obſcruation, I ſee a number of 
go00d people, that arc both capable of obedience & diſ- 
cipliae, itthey were not milled : but their minds (algs) 
acc till poyſoned with Popery,aod what is hethavignor, 
che, with a kinde of compalsiongto ſee the, poore K. 
filly people fo ſeduced & cartied away by theſe1ugghag: 
1:ſuites ? What monſtrous miracles p4 np"Gally pre- 
ſented, and how many lying woonders are there to bee 
witneſſed, teſtified by men ſcarce worth to bee credited, 
and yet with what confidence are they receiued and be- 
lecued? 

I have yer once againe betaken me to my penne, and I 
haue writ ſomething, I know not what my lelfe : he that 
would ynderſtand it, let bim read a Gods name, he (hall 
findeI haue dealt plainly, without welt or gard, 

I woulde not haucit rhought, thatI make any difte- 
rence between the Exghb and the /rip,in reſpect of their 
birth, for I know there be as woorthy men in Helang, as 
any are in England, though not in ſuch generality, nor ſo, 
many in number : neyther is that to be wondered at, for 
there are many reaſons to enduce it:So I know,there are 
too manyof the Engliſh, that are planted in all che parts 
of Ireland, that are no leſſe ſuperſtitious, no lefle Idola- 


trous, nor no lefſe contentious both ro God and the K. 
then 


he OE EIT ; 


Tothe Reader. 


thefi the moſt wilde or ſauage Iriſh man,that neuer came 
in place where to learne good or bad, | 

It is not therefore either the Countrey or the Coun- 
tryman, thatmakethmeecitherto loue or hate, it is the! 
manners and conditions that maketh mee both to prayſe 


or diſpraiſe. 


As M.Sramberſt therefore in his deſcription of Treland 


ia the 8. Chapter,diſcourſing of the manners and diſpo- 


fitions of the CMeere Iriſh (for lo hee tearmerh _— be- 
fore he catereth into the matter, fore-warneth his Rea+ 
der, not to. impute any barbarous cuſtome, that he ſhold 
there ſpeake of tothe Cittizens, Towneſ-men, or to the 
Inhabitants of the Engliſh pale, for that he reputeth the 
ro be men of another Pirie, bettertrained vp in ſcience, 
knowledge, ciuility,in curtcfie, and ſuch other like com- 
plements of humanity. Let mce intreat the like fauour, 
that hauing now occaliontoſpeake of the manners and 
cultomes of the Iriſh, do notthinke me yet to be ſo ge- 
nerall, but thac I doe make a great difference, betweene 
thoſe that are rude, ynciuill, ynreuerent, yncleanly, and 
has 11 thoſe other againe that are milde,modeſl?, 
mercitull, kinde, curteous, and that are cuery way indu- 
ed with wit, reaſon, and ynderſtanding. And I do make 
thelike exceptions betweene thoſe that are irreligions, 
ſuperſtitious, Idolatrous, ſeditious, rebellious ; that doe 
retaine leſuites,Seminaries,and other Traiterous prieſts, 
then ofthoſe,that contrariwiſe are profeſſors of the gof- 
pell, that do embrace the holy Scriptures, and do inde- 


uour themſelu&s inthe ſeruice of their God, and obedi- 


ence to their Prince. | 
Now, for thefe men of little wit, and lefle vnderſtan- 


ving, that becauſe by the Text of the holy fcriptures, I 


haue hunted their Pope from Saint Peters Chaire, to the 
ſeat of 4michyiſt, would therefore conclude, that I were 
an enemy to Ireland; let them vnderſtand, that Tloue 
Ireland, and that I thir. ke there is as neere a high way to 
go to Heauen from out of Ireland, as there is from any 
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AnEpillle. 


part of England, or elſe my felfe wouldneuver have Nay. 
ed ſo long in the Countrey, Now, for the people, they 
are in Iicland, as in all other places, ſome good, ſome 
bad, yet more rude & ynciuil in Ireland, then they be in 
any part ofthe worlde that is known : but tor Poperie (I. 
proteſt; they are more fooliſh- ſuperſtitious in Irelande, 
thenthey bein Remeitſelte, Burl do therefore, rather 
pitty,then malice them; there be a great many of known 
Papiſts in Dabhne, that I doe loue, and wiſh well vnto : 
for, may not a manloue a papiſt, as hee loueth a friend 
that is diſeaſed? Admit I had a Brother that were viſited 
with CAMorbus Galicws it felfe, might I not louc him, and 
hate his fckneſle both at once ? Euen fo I lone a papiſt, 
I loue the party, when I defic his Religion. Bur Popery 
isa.malady not eahe to be cured, and1 thinke theſe lines 
of mine will ſooner moue Choller, then giue content= 
ment, or produce amendment. And yet as| meanenor 
inthismy Deſcription of [reland, to buſie my ſeife about 
any matters of State, ſo I will not meddle with the dif- | 
couery of any hidden ſecrets, that may bee brought into 

any queſtion of doubr,for the truth and certainty :for,as 
I haue vſed no other helpe then mine owne experience, 

ſo my beſt method ſhall be, to ſpeake nothing but what 

is true, and fo to be approoucd, It there be any excepti- 

ons taken by Fooles that be ignorant, 1 hope the wiſe & 

learned will make no worſe conſtruftion then the mar- 

ter doth import : for the reſt that bee of a wrangling diſ- 

poſition, let them do as they haue done,fret and fume at 

that which they are notable to contradict:let them joyn 
impudencie to their ignorance, and becaule they cannot 
comprehend the fincerity of true religion,let them carpe 

and cauill againſt ir, andlet them neuer ſpate, | 


— . = ll = 

j PA FF 
8 be - 
E. 


Is WH 


- ab, 
_ Aw 


+ . : 
» SIM 
OL OOO On OPMUUDUESESEYYEYSECCCCCCCCCCCA 


S £ 


2 \ 
x7 
wor 
4%}: 
T 
. 
"v5 
«+ 
= 
. o 
+ 
'F 
o 
. J 
/ | 
' b, 
[6 
" {* 
18 
=_ 
: 
'Y 
15 
| Fifi 
£ 
/ 
FF 


X'SFT. 


M « FH) « 
FD OD CD COD EEDICWPI@ 
 ” AnFpillleaddedin the duepraiſe 


and commendation « f that worthy and worsbipful 


| Gentleman, Maiſter Wrr tram Coryn F, 


Sheriffe and Alderman of the moſt renow- 
ned ana Honourable Cittyof | 
Loxpox, 


* 
4 
. 
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I Orthy Gentleman, if the king dome of hea- 
 nenwere tobe merited by a mans owne de-= 
7 ſernings(as anumber of Groſſe-headed Pa- 
YN piſtes will not let to affirme) you were then 
. SHS +. or you neither needed to purchaſe 

| SHED NY 4ppy, for you neither nee p {ec 
any Popes Pardons, or to buy any Maſles of Scala Celi, rs 
be [7 Cul for your ſonle when you are dead. 

You haue begun a worke of Supererogation, more merri- 
torious in the tudgements of all thoſe that are (indeed) goaly 
wiſe, then either the building of a Chappel, or a Chantery, 
or the gining of perpetuities, either of lands or linings, what 
or howſoency beſtowed abont any Popiſh purpoſes, 

Thw enterprize, the rather by your encouragement thes 
wmdertaken, for the planting of the Northerne parts of Ire- 
land, with the Engliſh, cannot be but acceptable in the pre- 
ſence of God, when it ſhall draw ſo much to the aanancement 
of bis glory, mahing way for the Goſpell of Teſus Chrilt 79 
be truely preached m a place where there was nothing but I- 
dolatry and ſuperſtition formerly prattiſed; gining light and 
wnderſtanding to a blind and ignorant people, to diſcern the 
way of ſaluation,that do rather hope to be ſaned by the means 
of Saint Patricke, then by the mercy of God. 

7 his attion cannot be but pleaſing to the Kings moſt excel- 
lent Maieſty, when the ſequell ſhall no redound t9 his honor, 
but likewiſe to bts profit : But how happily will it fall out for 4 
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»umber of poore people is England, t:24t are « pref a with | 
Perury, b) reaſon of the multitude that doth ſo ſuperaborend, | 
whereby the ſcar ſity of Hittuals anth the more exceede, tha! 

1:47 there be releened by their owne induit ry : for [relwd i; 

able to render releefe to forty thouſand people, bat to be plu "A 

ced in thoſe parts of the Countrey, that at this preſert lyeth; | 
watt, and altogether vninhabited : and yet where the Conz- ' 
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if trey tx beſt planted and peoplea throughout the whole realme, ; 

29 18 the thirde part of the commod:ty ts not raiſed, that the ſoile ; 

45 | world affeord : the reaſon ts, by the il Husbandry of the 1- | 
9 | riſÞ. that enher for want of wit, or for want of hnowleage, q 

| doth not mannage their FH ubanary accoraing to Skill. . 
- Ard although it be out of my element to ſpeake of husban- 


ary, that all the daves of my life, could neuer play the good 
Husband for my ſelfe : yet [am not ſo dull of _conceite, but 
I can ſee a number of defetts, and that in the moſt principall 
pornts of their H nbandry ; 4s in the manner of the Tilling of 
their ground, and ſowing of their Corne, they bane no other | 
meanes whereby to draw the Plough, but euery Horſe by his 
owne taile, fo that when the poore beaſt by his painful labor, 
hath worne the haire of his taile ſo ſhort, as it can bee no lon- 
ger tied, the Plough muſt ſtand, | 

I might ſpeake of many other defefts,and one among it the 
reſt, of the unſeaſonable time that they wſe in the making of 
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& . their Hay : but to ſpeak truely of their ill Husbandry im that 
4 point - in the greateſt part throughout all 1 reland,they vſeto , 
Je make no Hay at all, althongh they haue as good grounde 
Þ as any other Countrey doth affoord : ſo that their poore Cat- : 
O l tle in the Winter ſeaſon, hane no other fother,then what they b 
1} can picke wp, and gather from the ground : but in thoſe parts . 
a4 neere about Dublyne, where they vſe to make Hay, they ne- | 
Et er meddle with the cutting of vhs graſſe, till they bee like- 
ag; wiſe ready to cut their Corn, ſo that they wil haue their Hay ; 
Ve. I  harneſt, and their Corne harueſt, to come both together, 

Cc which comonly nener falleth out, till September be wel ſpent - 
| at which time of the yeare, there ſometimes falleth out great ; 
Ct ſtore of raine, ſa that from the beſt Meddow Lands,which ts 
(v9 enermore ; 


Az # 
"a. . k L 
g 4 F 
3-2, (4 
, & 
. . 
V4 + 2.44 


2 


"" 
An Epiſtle. 
etermore vp9n ther lower grounds, their hay Is Many. times 
either utterly marrea, or altogither ſwept away with a floud. 
[ might heere conclude and boldly aſſirme, that if thoſe 
parts of luicland th.:t now leth waſt, were inhabited by an 
mduftrions people, ana that the reſt of the Conutrey were 
manured aud husbanded according to Shil, Ireland wor!de 
ſuſtaime more people by two parts, then are now inhabiting m 
it. But leaning to ſpeake of Ireland in general, I will come 
to that part of the North now intended to be planted, namely 
of the Derry ana the Colrane. [z the time of Sir Tohn Par 
rates Comrument, I my ſclfe lay at Colranec, with a h:wnac- 
red ſouldiers vader my leading, 1 may therefore ſpeake {ome- 
thing of mine owne experience, 
| For the Land that ws adoyning about Colrane, it is verie 
| firtill, and the whol Conntrey that ftretcheth it ſelfe\ between 
the Riner of Bande, ana the river of Lough-tfoile,that was 
ſometimes O-Cannes Comntrey, 1x not onely a moſt pleaſant 
| place, butts likewiſe verie commodious both for Corne and 
Paſture. : 
On the South fide of the riuer of Bande, faſt by Colrahe, 
there lieth 7 goodly country, called the Rowt,no better Cora 
land in any part of Ireland, and it did at that time ſo abound 
with Comes, ſo exceeding fat, and therewuhall ſo ſweete, as 
I never ſaw the like, neither in Ireland, nor in any pther 
lace where 1 hane trauailed. | 

What ſhould I fpeake of the Salmon fiſhing of the Bande, 

which ts ſo famouſly known and ſpoken of : and there 15 more- 
oucr for three moneths of the yeare, betweene September & 
December, ſuch a fiſhing for Eeles, as I thinks :s not the 
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|. like againe tn Europe, eſpecially when there ſhall come men 
that hath skIll to take them, which the Iriſh hath not roÞy 
; purpoſe, yet they take great ſtore, by reaſon of the great a- 

boundarce of lack notable Eeles, both for greatneſſe and for 


goodneſſe, as the lhe are no other where elſe to be found. 

I might (þeake heere of the fiſhing for freſh water Trowts. 
whereof there are great plentie in enery "Reiner, in exerie 
Brooke, in enerie Longh , and that throughout the whole 

B 3 Realme 
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Realme of tr lord. but ſheciallie wn thoſ e Northeeye parte: 
about Colrane and the Derry. 

Brit let me ſpeake now of the fiſhing for Sea-fiſh, and firſt 
for Cod ana Lyng : what ſhippes are yearely ſer o out from ail 
the parts of England: ſome to New-found- lend, [ome to If- 

Lud, ſome to Shotland, ſome to Ward-houſe, ſome to one 
place and ſome to another : and I thinke of my conſcience, 
that at the verie entrance aſwen of the riner of the Bande, 
as of the River of Lough-foyle, which are wor above ſome 

erght or ten miles diit ant, there wall fall oztt as good fiſhing 
Feud” for C od and Lyng, as #2 any other plate that I haue 
formerly ſþ 'ohen of. , 
Now for Herrinz-fi Bing, who can'name a better place 
then Loughtfoyle ir + (elf, >. and'there is one other Loughe 
' fat by, called by the name of Lough-Sully, where ter ikes 
were but landing 2 pon the ſhore at the time of Recring-fi- 
ſhing, would thinke that the very Sea it ſclfe did ſell of her- 
rings.there are ſuch abundance all along that Coat, 

Without doubt, there will be found good fiſhmg for Ray, 
for Haddock, for Whiting, for Gurnard, and for all man- 
ner of other ſhe, which nener faileth all along the Coaſt of 
Ireland, if it be ſought for. 

As1 on now ſpoken of fiſhing.ſo I might yet again ſpeak, . 

of fowling : but let it ſuffice, that aſwell for fiſh, for foule, for 
Comics. for Cattle, and whatſotuer 1s otherwiſe needeful 
for mars ſuſtenance, the dhole Realme of Ireland rs as rich 
ard fertile as any other Countrey in C briftendom : : yea and 
for all manner of fruites : as Apples, peares, > plums, 
mane parts of t he Conntrey. where men hane bis 11 duſtrroms 

ro plant, they hauc as goud fruit m Ireland as ante is in Ene 
eland. 

; To conclude, there wanteth nothing im Ireland but the 
rue knowledge 0; of God, & obedience to the Prince.the which 
by Gods permiſſion, will ſo much the rather bee brought to a 
good paſſe, when that part of the Conntrey that in former 4- 
F es bath bin mot rude and mclined to incinilutie, that hath 
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An Epiſtle. 


enermore bin the receptacle and refuge for the worit diſpoſed 
people, [hall by this Plantation, be made a patterne of good 
example, foal for Godly as Cimill Gonerament, to all the 
Realme beſides : but there 1s a kind of temeritie that doth 319 
good, yet z5 conneyed by thoſe men, that are viterly ignorant 
in the af} aires of lreland. 

Since my comming from Dublyn, within ſixe daies after 
my arrival here at London, [ thmke I was ached ſixteene 
ſererall times, what I thoght of this Plantation in the north 
of Ireland, and whether ut were poſſible that thoſe labourers 
end workynen that are now ſent oner for the building, coulde 
ſane their throats from cutting, or their heades from beein 7 
taken from their ſhoulders, before the worke were finiſhed : or 
what aſſurance there could bee, but that when this ereition 
were fulle perfetted , and that men did thinke them:{clus to be 
moit quietly ſerled : why might not the Iriſh do then as they 


had done before,in one night to lay wait and conſume al with. 


fire and [ward ? Se that I ſee there be a number that are a- 
fraid, but it is but © f their owne [hadowes., 

But let timerons men aoxbt as. they lift, and let igno- 
raunt men write what they pleaſe : Ireland (God be praiſed) 
is inno ſuch danungerous marner of plight. That doubt tx 
d:ſſolued, and the daunger 1s pait : for menne may worke as 
quietlie 1 thoſe places whereynto they are now ſent, as they 
might doe if they were in Cheapelide, And m that part of 
the Corntrey, threngh the which a thouſand menne in times 

aft would haue beene intercepted, I dare now wvndertake to 
paſſe my ſelfe and my Poy, 

But there be ſome will ſaie : Anawhy may it not come to 
paſſe, that there.may be as great daunger as ener there was, 


and that the Iriſh may be as Potent to execnte miſchiefe, as 


eaer they haze bin before? 

I fay, They cannot. Ard whoſoexer ſhall pleaſe to read 
the ſequele heerein contained, I hope jhall be fullie ſatisfied 
in that point, fer onelis to that ende and purpoſe, I haue en- 
deuorred theſe Lines, Arid all the maiter that I ayme at 

through- 
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An Epiſtle. 

throughout this whole Books, is but to mahe it manifeſt that 


the Iriſh are of no ſuch reſistance at this honre againſt his 
CAMlateitie, as they hane beene m times pait agamit our late 


© weene. 
a. ll 
[ am not ignorant, that alrheugh Ireland be reduced to 1 


oveat conformitie, and that his Maieſtie hath a number of 
loyall and farthfull $ ubretts m enery part of that K ingdome, 
&t I know agame there be ſome, that are not tobe trufted, 
and therefore I fpeake not of therr mindes, but I ſpeake of 
their manners : And Þ[ ſay, that the Rebel of Ireland ſhall 
neuer more ſtand out hereafter, as they hane done in times 


aſt. 
Py If any man pleaſe to read, let him indge of my reaſons, 
in the meane time, there is but one thing (worthy Gentle- 
man) that ts to be feared, and may very eaſily be holpen, if 
you ſuffer no Papiſt (either Engliſh or Triſh ) to plant vi elf 
among you, Looke well but to that, and there is no doubt but 
the Almightie God himſelfe will bleſſe your enterpriſe, and 
England and Ireland both, ſhall hereafter call you happy, ON 


T ſhall re#t ftill to wiſh you well. 


Your wel-willing Friend 


Barnabe Rych, 


A Deſcriptionof Ix xr a xv, to- 


gether with the «Manners, Cuſtoms, 
and diſpoſitions of the people. 


- ——__ —_  — _—_ 


CAP.1. 


Of the little cyedite that is to be ginen to their teſti- 
monies, that haue hitherto written of Ircland. 
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Thinke zrelanato be in nothing more 
Y\vnfortunarte, then in this ; that the Hi- 
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toric of the Countrey was neuer vn- 
dertake to be truly ſer forth but by Pa- 
1 piſts. Giraldus Cambrenſis, whole teſti- 
mony of that Countreyjs moſt auncient, & vpon 

whoſe authority all that haue hitherto written of 

treland doe eſpecially relic, was a Papiſt, and in his 
deſcription of 1relard hath fabled fo many tollies, 

as Stanihurſt himiclte, though he maketh mention 

of them in his Hiſtorie which hee hath written of 

Ireland, yet he durſt not auouch them to bee true, 
butleaucth them to the diſcretion of the Reader, 

to iudge of them as he findeth himſelte dilpoled. | 

But ro pur the matter quite out of doubt, Cam- 
brenſ/ishimſclfe, in his Epiſtle Dedicatoric to King 
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The Deſcription - 


Toby, giueth aduice to the K. that the Petey-pexce 
might de paide throughout the wholeRealme of 
treland, that his Father had formerly promiſed to 
the Pope; in pertorming whereot,he might thereby 
dcliner his Fathers ſoule,(I rhinke hee meant from 
Purgatory) tor hewas not ſo mad to belecue that 
a ſoule could be deliuered from Hell. 

A ſecond VWriter, that hath made coleCtions of 
the Hiſtory of 7reland, as Stanthurſt himſelte repor- 
teth in his Epiſtle to fir Henry Srdney, was his tatt 
& {ure triend Edmond Campton. I need not diſcribe 
theman any further, for his ende made tryall of his 
honeſty : but like will to like (quoth the Deuillto 
the Colliar) and birdes of a winge ( they lay) will 
flic together : bur for maiſter Szanihurſt himſcite, 1 
knew him many years (1thence at Antwarpe,where 
hee profeſſed Alewmy, and vadertooke the practiſe 
ofthe Philoſophers ſtone, and when hee had mul- 
tiplied lyes ſo long, that euery body grew weary 
ot him, hee departed from thence into Spaine, and 
there(as it was ſaid)he turned Phyl1tion, and whe- 
ther he bee aliue or deadI knowe not : but theſe 
three, Giraldus Cambrenſis, Edmond Campion, and 
Richard Stamihurſt are the onely Atuthops that haue 
patched & peeced together the Hiſtory of ireland: 
who beſides, that they haue ſtuffed their volumes 
with manifeſt vatruthes, ſo they hauc cnterlarded 
their lines with ſuch ridiculous matter , as they 
themſclues are aſhamed to auouch them for truth, 
For the reſt thathath been attempted by Holinſhed 
and Hooker, they haue reterred the whole matrer 
of what they hauc writ , concerning 1rcland, to 

thoſe 


1 of Freland. ; 


thoſe mens authorities : Holinſped,to what had bin 
collefted by Campion and Stamburſt ; and Hooker to 
no more then he hadtranſlated out of Giraldus Ca. 
brenſis, 

Theſe lying authorities, do euermore engender 
«4 we Pha there is nothing that hath more led 
the Iriſh into error, then lying Hiſtortographers, 
their Croniclers, their Bardes, their Rythmers, and 
ſuch other their lying Poers ; 1n whoſe writinges 
they do more relie, thea they doin the holy Scrip- - 
tures, and this rablement do at this day endeuour 
themſelues to nothing elſe, but to feed & delight 
them with matter moſt diſhoneſt and ſhametull : 
for in their ſpeaking and writing, they do nothin 
bur flatter them in their vngracious humours, ſt; 
opening the way with lying praiſes ot their proge- 
nitors, what Rebellions they haue ſtirred vp, and 
how many miſchictes they haue performed ; this 
is ſuch a whetſtone to their ambitious deſires, and 
being thus made drunke with theſe lying reportes 
of their Aunceſtors worthineſle, that Ny thinke 
themſeclues to be reproched tor cuer,if they ſhould 
not be as apt &rcady to run into al manner of miſ- 
chicfe!, as their fathers were afore them . From 
hence it commeth, that þeing thus drowned in ig- 
norance, they thinke it ro be the true high-way to 

| happinelle, for euery man to do what hee liſt, and 
do therefore ſecke to tree themtelues from Lawe, 
Iuſtice, and reaſon,becaule they would nor be bri- 
dceled, or compelled to obey, either to duty or ho- 
neltie. | 

For treland otherwiſe, the lefle it hath been fa- 

C 3 med 
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 medfor any memorable matter, the more it hath 
bin repleniſhed with horrible murthers, and acti- 
ons of bloud; there are no hiſtories ot good things 
worthy to be tollowed, but Tragedies of cruelne, 
fit ro be abhorred. | 
_ Oneotthe greateſt felicities wherewith Ireland 
hath bin bleſſed, is the gouernmenr of godly prin- 
ces, which haue endenoured themſclues, ro their 
great expences, to retorme that countrey, and ro 


reduce the people to ciuility, and to a reaſonable 
knowledge of humane ſociety. 


t CAP... 


Of the temperatare of the Ayre, and the fertilitic of 
the Jozle vninerſallie through Iceland, 


ZE YT. mcaning is not to make any Coſ-. 
\ ” 7 mographicall deſcription of reland, 1 
lt YA hauc nothing to do with Longitude, 
| INS with Latitude, nor with Altitude : I 
will not ſpeake of the Countrey how. 

itftretcheth it ſelfe rowards the Eaſt, or towardes 
the welt, norhow it is deuided into Provinces,in- 
to Shires,nor into Countries; nor how the coun- 
trey is repleniſhed with Citties, with Towns, and 
Villages : but to ſpeake ſomething of che tempe- 
rature of the Climate, vnder the which it 15s adia- 
cent. Ifay,we do not find zreland to be cold in the 
winter, nor ſo hot 1a the Summer, as 1t 1s iN Eng- 
land, The froſts in trelaud, are ncither ſo hardenor 


of that continuance as they bg in England, and yet 
the 
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rhe Countrey is verie cold, with a kind of rawiſh 
moiſture. but not ſo nipping, nor dureable, as the 
dry cold that commonly coms with froſts. 

' treland is wonderfully inclinedto togs & miſts, 
and giuento very much raine, aſwell in ſummer as 
in winter, and the Countrey is full of ſprings, and 
great currants of water that fals from the moun-- 
canes, Which with a ſhewer of raine will riſe verie 
inddenly, and willtall againe as quickly when the 
weather cleareth vp. 

treland is tull of greatRiuers, and mightic huge 
Loughes,ſfuchas we call Meeres in England, where- 
11 are many large and ſpacious Iflands Where the 
Iriſh haue many times fortified theraſclues againſt 
the Prince, bur are ſtill ferreted and erawne out by 
the eares, though other whiles with great difficul- 
ty. Toſpcake of /reland generally,ic 1s repleniſhed 
wichRiuers, with Woods, with Bogs, andwitlr 
as good lande, both for corneand patture, as any 
Europe affoords ; but not ſo well manvred, nor fo 
well husbanded: for the Farmers ot Ireland, are far 
to ſecke in many pointes of good husbandry, and 


- O | | 
the women (tor the moſt part) haue as little skill 


of huſwyfery. 

From hence I might affirme, and confidenthie 
conclude, that throughout the whole Realne of 
Ireland, what berweene the ill husbandric of that 
which is mhabited, and ſo much of the Countrey 
againe lying waſt tor want of Inhabitants, there 1s 
not the third part of thar profit raiſed, that Irelaud 
would affoord; 

For fiſh, for foule,for Comies,they are veryplen- 
C 3 tifil 
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rifull chroughour all the partes of Jreland, and for 
red-Deare, they hauc them ypon the mountayns, 
but not in ſuch plenty as I my ſelte haue knowne, 
Fallow deare are not ſo common, vnleſle it bee in 
{ome few Parkes. 

To be ſhort,there is nothing wanting in Ireland 
thatis behouctull for the ſuſtinance of man, yer I 
darenot ſtretch fo far as M. Srenihurft, that would 
haue Ireland the Trea/ure-honſe of the world, as he 
hath publiſhed in his Booke, I will not ſay how 
vainely or how vnwiſcly. Let other men iudge of 
that, but I thinke he meaneth of hidden Trcatures 
that are not yet diſcouered. Ir is truth, there are 
ſome ſmall {tore of Pearle now and then tound, 
chopt vppon by chance, but not in ſuch abundance 
that they bee worthy to be ſo ſpoken of, nor thoſe 
few that be found, are ncither ſo oryent, ſo praiſe 
worthy, nor of ſuch price and eſtimation, as thoſe 
that are brought from other places, both from the 
Eaſt and Welt Indies, and yetI once ſaw an Iriſh 
Pearle that was fould for xv.poiid.I neuer heard of 
any Mines either of Gold,orS1luer,or Copper, or 
Tinne, or Leade, or of any other Minerall matter 
that was foundin the Countrey, that would quit 
the charge in refining;but to ſpeake truly ,the Iriſh 
are ſo malicious that they wilnot ſuffer men of art 
and {kill ro make ſearch tor them : One of the beſt 
Mines that is knowne to bee in Ireland, is that of 
Iron, which is very rich (indeed) if it would hold 
our, or that there were any ſtore of the Qore to be 
tound, as like enough it would do it the Iriſh 


would giue men leaue to ſecke for it. It is many 
yearcs 
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yeares agoe ſinceT heard talke of an Allum Mine 
that was found, and greathope was had of profit 
and commodity, but how it was lefr,l know not, I 
thinke by the vnwillingneſle of the bat "noſed 
people of that Countrey, that will neucr (oy uw. . 
good willes)ſuffer men to worke with their heades 
vppontheir ſhoulders. Ircland(without doubr)is a 
fruntull Countrey, and it yeildeth m moſt abun- 
dant mancr, all conuenient neceſlaries that is be- 
houctull tor humaine ſuſtinance, bur ro hope after 
Mines and Minerals in Ireland, I thinke there is no 
{uch likeli-hood, for thoſe are euermore to bee 
ſought afrer, in thoſe Countries that are warme, 
orat the leaſt very dry, but not in thoſe places that 
are ſo ouercharged with raine, and ſo much giuen. 
to moiſture as Jrelayd.. | 


CAP. 3. . 
Of the nature and diſpoſition of the Iriſh, and howe 
they are inclined, 


m4, Ibinkeit ſhallnort bce impertinent 
F 72 AF ;to this my __ of Ireland, t1 
Ve FA diſcipher the diſpotition of the Jr1ſb, 
Em of what temper they be framed, and 

FEI Fe 3 wherevnto they bee naturally incl- 
ned. But before I will ſer down mine owne vnder- 
ſtanding, what I my ſelfe haue gathered by expe- 
rience,] will deliver what M. Stanihur/t hath writ- 
te on the very ſame matter, whoſe words be thefe: 
The inclination of the Irifh people is, to bee Religious, 
franke, amorows, yrefull, ſufferable of infinite paines, 
Ver) 
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very elorions, many Sorcerers, excellent Hor ſemen, de- 
lighted with warres, great Almeſ-giners , paſsing in 
Hoſpitality , The lewder ſort (both Clarkes and lay-men) 
ſenſual and ouer-looſe in lining, the ſame (being vertu- 
ouſly bred wp or reformed) are ſuch mirronrs of holineſſe 
end auſteritie, that other Nations reteyne but 4 ſhad- 
dowe of Denotion, in compariſon of them. As for abſti- 
nence and Faſting, it is tothem a familiar kind of cha- 
ſticement. They follow the dead Corps to the grane with 
howling and barbarous out-cries, pittiful m apparance, 
whereof grew (a5 ] luppole) the prouerbe ; To weep 
Jriſh, 
| Thus farrehaue I cited, what Maiſter Seanthurf 
himſelfe hath publiſhed ot the diſpoſition of the 
Iriſh whereunto they are inclined. And now (not 
to impugne any thing that Maiſter Srarihurſt hath 
written) I will yet once againe take a ſuperficiall 
ſurucy ofwhat hee hath ſer downe, and will giue 
him mine opinion, what I doc thinke of his De- 
{cription. O 
And firſt, he ſaith [They are Religions] I ſay, Itis 


. truth, but 1 would to Godit were according vnto 


; \ : 
knowledge. | They arefranke,| Neither will] im- 
pugnethar, for the Iriſh are bencuolent enough 
among their friendes and acquaintance. [they are 


" Amorows| I thinke he meaneth to women : but it 


he ſpeaketh in generall, I ſay and afhrine, that the 
greateſt number ofthe [riſh, are vuterly 1gnoraunt 
what honeſt Loue doth meane, | They are yrefull} 
the more is the pitty, for it hath coſt the price of 
much Chriſtiap bloud. | They re ſufferable of infi- 


mite paines] but yetat any hand they wil not,or can 
oQt 


of Ireland. 
cannot indure to labonr, for there is not a greater 
plague-ſore to Ireland, then the ydleneſſe thereof. 
| They are very glortous| very true ; and they areno 
lefle proud, for the meaneſt Shackerell, that hath 
ſcarce a mantle to wrap himlelfe in, hath as proud 
a mind as Oxeal himſelte,when he fits vpon a green 
banke vnder a buth in his greateſt maicſty. | There 
are many Sorcerers| and the Countrey dothno lefle 
abound with //irches; and no covey? that it ſhould 
lo do, tor the Deuill hath cuer bin moſt frequent 
and conuerſant amongſt Infidels, Turks, Papiſtes, 
& luch other,that doe neither know nor loue god, 
then hecan be amongſt thoſe that are the true pro 
teilors ofthe Goſpell of Chriſt. [ They are excellent 
torſemen| yet good for nothing but for the ſeruice 
in Ireland. | They are delighted with warres| they are 
delighted with Rebellions, Commortions, and In- 
{urreCtions ; but they cannot be called wars, that  - 
are ſtirred vp by ſubiects _ their Prince,| They 
are great Almeſ-giners, | 1 neuer heard any great 
commendation of their Almeſ-giuing,in any ſuch 
generallitic, vnleſle it were to a Fryer, a Prieſt, or 
to ſome other of that annointed Order. | Paſs1me ir: 
Hoſþitalitiz,] 1 would be loath to barre the 11 ot 
thatright; tor to giue them their due, they are as 
bountttull of their meate and drinke, as any other 
Nation ih Europe wharſocuer, | The lewder ſort both 
Clarks and Lai-men,ſenſual & ouer-looſe in lining, |By 
that ſame word | Clarkes] ſo 1oyngd with the Larry, 
I thinke he meanes the Jriſþ Clergy which he faith 
are of laſciuious and loſe living : hee might haue 
added farther, that the greateſt number of rhem 
—* arc 
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A |. aretrayterous Pricſts, proteſted Encmics to their 

(| Prince, andfo vowed to their Pope | The ſame be- 
ing vertuorſly bred vp or reformed, are ſuch Myrror s of 
holineſſe and auſterity, that other Nattons retaine but a 
ſhaddow of Deuotron, in compariſon of them. 

A proud praiſc, that the holy ones of Ircland 
ſhould\o farre ourt-ſtretch all the holincfle inthe 
world beſides : but I will not contradict M. Srant- 
hnrſt;tor withour doubt he fpake bur as he rhoght: 
And heere wee may ſee, that theſe lying ſuppotiri- 
ons thus publiſhed by our Iriſh Writers, haue led 
the people into ſuch a blind arrogancy, that they 
will admit nothing for truch , but what they re- 
ceine from their owne Authors, or gather out of 
their owne bookes ; Andnow it followeth. 

| As for Abſtinency and Faſting, it 15 to them a fa- 
miliar kind of Cha/tiſement.\ | thinke this Abſtinen- 

- N08 cy and Faſting, is the holinefle which Maiſter Sra- 
2 nmhurſt hath formerly ſpoken of, for this is a viſible 
ot k holineſſe(indeede) which every man may fee and 
wonder at: for let mee ſpeake of the moſt abie& 
Creatures, that I think either 7reland or the world 
affoordeth, and thofe are the Kearne of Jrelayd , a- 
monglt whom,there is not {o notable awretch to 
bee found, that will not obſerue his faſting daies, 
three daies ina wecke at the leaſt, and thole are 
Wedneſdaics, Fridaies, and Saturdaies: then they 
haue other Yierles,and {uch Saint Fenes, as I never 
heard of but in Ireland, nor I thinke be knowne 1n 
any other place , which rhey obſcrue and keepe 
with ſuch religious zcale and deuotion, that I am 
ſure Cardinall Be/larmine himſelfe cannot be more 
E CCITINO=s 
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ceremonious then theſe bee, norſhew himſelfe to 
be more holy, nor more honeſt; yer that very day, 
that for conſcience ſake, they will abſtaine from 
cating of Fleſh, Butter, Cheeſe, Milk, Egges, and 
ſuch like, that very houre they will not forbeare 
ro ſpoile, torobbe, rorauiſh, to murther, nor to 
commit any other villany, what or howlocuer. 
And let mce ſay ſomething for our Females in 
Ireland, and leaving to ſpeake of woorthy Ma- 
trones ,-and of thoſe Women that are honeſt, 
good, and vertuous, (as Ireland God bee thanked 
15 not deſtitute of many ſuch) I will ſpeake onelic + 
of the riffe-raffe, the moſt filrhy Queanes, that are 
knowne to bee in the Countrey, (I meane thoſc 
Huſwiues that doe vieſclling of drinke in Dabline, 
or elle where) commonly called Tauerne-keepers, 
but indeed filthy and beaſtly Alchouſekeepers :1 will 
not meddle with their honeſtics, I will leaue that 
to be teſtified by Maiſter AMator of the Bull-ring, but 
otherwiſe for the greateſt number of them ( tor 
God detend thatI ſhould condemne them al )they 
are in the manner of their like andliuing to bee de- 
teſted and abhorred : yet on- their preſcribed fa- 
ſting daies, if there bee any ſanctity in abſtaining 
- fromfle(h, from Butter, from Checſe,trom Milk, 
trom Egges, they arc as holy (I dare vndertake) as 
the Pope himlſclte, and why not as honeſt ? This 1s 
the holineſſe which (I thinke) M. Straniharſt hath 
ſo highly commended to be in the 1riſh;And this is 
to be lamented, that the poor people of that coun- 
trey ſhouldbee ſo ſeducedand made belcene, that 
their faſting, their praying in Latine,theirrunning 
2 to wels 
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wels and to other Idolatrous places, is a full fati(- 
taction for any fins that they can commirt,how de- 
teſt. ble or abhominable focuer ; for thus they arc 
raught, and ſo they belecuc. 

Bur isnot this a wadde manner of taſting, that 
marcheth in equall manner with Thett, with mur- 
der, with Treaton, with drunkennes with whorc- 
dome,and with all manner of Sodometry ? but the 
cauſe of all thinges mult necdes tel! wholechilde 
the effect is. | 

Now laſtly, M. Sranihurſt ſcemeth to find fault 
at the manner of the Iriſh-burials, and ſayth; They 
follow the dead corps tothe graue, with houling and bar- 
barons outcries. puttifull in apparance, whereof erew(as 
I \uppolc) the Prowerbe Ty weepe Irilb. 

I think it would be admired in any part of Chri- 
ſtendom, to ſee the manners of the 17;ſ,how they 
vie to:carry their dead to their graues, inthe re- 
more partes ofthe Countrey ; to a ftraunger that 
hadneuer ſcen the fight before,at the firſt encoun- 
ter, would belecue Th a company of Hags or hel- 
liſh Fiendes, were carrying a dead body to ſome in- 
fernall Manſion, for what with the vnicemlineſle 
of their ſhewes, and the il-faring noyſc they doe 
make, with their howling and crying, an ignorant 
man would ſooner belecue they were Deuils of 
Hell, then Chriſtian people. But as M. Sranthurſt 
faith | i 75 pittifull in appearance : | pittifull indeed, 
that a people {o many yeares proftefſing Chriſtia- 
nitie, ſhould yet ſhew themſelues more Heathen 
like, then thofe, that neuer heard of God, 

M. Stantharſt farther ſuppoſeth, that the pro- 


ucrbe, 
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| uerbe, to Weepe Friſh, had heere the firſt begin- 
ning : It may be ſo, and it is rroth, that in Cities 
and Townes where any deceal[cth that is of worth 
or worthineſle, they wil hyre anumber of women 
to bring the corps to the place of buriall, rhar for 
{ome {mall recompence giuen them, will furniſh 
the cry, with greater m_ and howling, then 
thoſe that are grieued indeede, and haue greateſt 
cauſe to cry; and herevpon ariſeth this Prouerbe, 
to weepe Jrtth, thar is to ſay ; To weepe at plea- 
ſure, without caule, or griete. 

Heere 1s thus much more to be conſidered,that 
notwithſtanding this vnchriſtian-like demeanour 
of the Iriſh, that itheir burials do ſhew themſclus 
like Infidels, repugnant to all Chriſtianity, there 
1s neither Jeſuite, Seminary,nor Popith priett, (thar 
do {o lwarme in the Countrey,) that wil once re- 
buke or find fault at the matter. But they arenot 
to be blamed, for the Popes doctrine hathno ſuch 
operation, to draw men from darknefle to light; 
bur it ſerueth rather to hood-winke them, or pur 
out both the cies, and ſo make them ſtarke blind. 
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CAP. 4. 
From whence it preceedeth, that the Iriſh are ſore- 
pugnant tothe Engliſh, ED (5, 


Remember, there was ſometime one Alan Cope, 
[ut hath written of many matters, who, if a 
man might indge of, (but as hee hath teſtified of 
himſelte) was a moſt arrogant & ſuperſtitious Pa- 
piſt, yet writing againſt that fooliſh conceirt houl- 
D 3 den 
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af | denby theIriſh, that Ircland was purged from ve- 
nemous wormes,by the only praiers of S. Patrick, 
was therefore complained on, and accuſed by M. 
Stanihurſt, that Cope had wronged and {laundered 
the whole 1h Nation. 
I hopelI ſhal notbe ſo dealt withal, that bicauſe 
I haue Jereted and reprouecd the vnciuill demea- 
nors of thoſe that bee blame-worthy, I thall not 
therefore be exclaimed on,to be an open deprauer 
of all that wholc Nation. 
I proteſt, I do know neuer a man in Ireland thar 
I do hate, or that I do with any harme vnto , and 
therfore it I hapento glance at the abuſcs of thoſe 
that be il], let nor thole that be good think them- 
{clues thercby to be deteGted, or ſo much as tou- 
ched. Burt as the throng of toolegs,doth euermore 
exceed the number of the wiſc,ſo the multitude of 
therude and ignorant among the 1riſh, do far paſſe 
the number either of thercligious,orciuilly refor- 
med. .I do nothold, that euery-Citizen or townl- 
man that liueth in common ſociety,is therefore to 
be accounted ciuill ;ncither doth it tollow, that c- 
uery man inhabiting the Countrey,is therefore to 
be called ynciuill; tor ciuillity and vaciuilitie, hath 
no relation to the Citty or Countrey, but it hath 
conſideration to the manners and conditions of 
mien, that are therfore to be accounted ciml or vn- 
ciuill, according to the diſpoſ1tions of the mind. 
All the Countries that are knowne (eſpeciallic 
in Europe) haue their ſeuerall inclinations aſwel to 
vertue as vice: We lay,the Frenchmen are politike 
and deccittull, and not fo valiant in conquering, as 
: pro- 
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of Ireland, 
prouident in keeping. The Spaniard is ſaide to bee 
proud and tyrannous. The 7Jtalian tull of curtefie, 
and full of craft. The Datchare more wiſe when 
they bein their Cups, then when they bee in their 
Cloſſers;the Eng!fh are reputed to bee more wiſe 


to look after,thenthey are to foreſce:and the Enz- 
liſþman (indeede) doth then thinke himlclte ro bee 


beſt in faſhion,when he is moſt out of faſhion. To - 
{peake now of the Irifh/more at large, for to them 


my talke doth eſpecially belong , I lay they are be- 
houlding to Nature,that hath framed them coml 
perſonages,of good proportion, very well limbed, 
& to ſpeak truly, the Engliſh, Scortiſh, and Iriſh, are 
cafic to bee difcerned from all the Nations of the 
world: befides,afwel by the excellency of their co- 
plextons,as by al therelt of their lineaments, from 
the crown of the head.,to the ſole of the foot. And 
although that in the remote places, the vnciuull 
ſort ſo disfigure themſelues with their Glybs, their 
Trowes, and their miſhapen attire, yet they appear 
to cuery mans eye to be men of good proportion, 
of comely ſtature, and of able body.Now to ſpeak 
of their diſpoſitions, whereunto they are adicted 
and inclined. I ſay, befides they are rude, vnclean- 
lie , and vnciuill, ſo they are very cruell, bloudie 
minded, apt and ready to commit any kind of miſ- 
chiefe. I donor impure this ſo much to their natu- 
rall inclination, as I do to their education.that are 
trained vp in Treaſon, in Rebellion, in Thett, in 
Robery, in Superſtition, in Idolatry , and nuzeled 
from that! Cradles in the very-puddle of Popery. 
This is the fruits of the Popes doCtrine,that doth 


preach . 
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Ie T he Deſcription 
reach cruelty, that doth admit of murthers and 
bloudy executions z by poiloning, ſtabbing, or by 
any other maner of practiſe howloeuer : the pope 
". reacheth ſubiccts to reſiſt, ro mutinic,and to rebel 
againſt their Princes. 

From hence it proceedeth, that the 7ifþ have 
ceucr beene, and fhll-are, defirous to ſhake off the / 
Engliſh gouernment. F 4 

From hence it doth proceed, that the Ji car 
not endure to loue the Englith, bzcauſc they difter 
lomuch inReligion. / 

Fromhence 1t procecdeth, that as they cannor 
indureto loue the Engliſh,fo they cannot be indu- 
ced to loue any thing that doth come tronythe En- 
gliſh ; according to the prouerbe, Lowe we,and loue 
my Doe : fo contrariwilc,he that hateth/mc,hateth 
in like manner all that commeth tronyme. 

From hence it 15,that the 17th had rather ſtil re- 
taine themſelues in their {luttiſhneſle, in their vn- 
cleanlineſle, in their rudenefle,/andin their inhu- 
mane loathſomnes, then they would rake any ex- 
ample from the Engliſh,cither of ciurlity humanity, 
or any manner of Decencre. 

Welcenowe the author of this enmity, is hee 
that neuer did other gogod, where hee had to doe 
with mens confciences. 

There 1s yet a difference to bee made, of thoſe 
faults that do grow from our weakneſle,and thoſe 
thar do procced from our mallice : and the 1riſh in 
this are the more to be pitricd, that arc no betrer 

raul rar educations,as they arcrude,ſo they 


arc blinded with ignorance, and I thinke tor deuo- 
tions 
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tions ſake, they haue made a vow to be ignorant, 
Bur although the vulght ſort, through their dul 


wits, and their brutiſh e 
what is profitable for themſelues , and good for 
their pram ga 6 yet there bee ſome other of that 
Countrey birth, whoſe thoughts and mindes be- 
ing inriched with knowledge and vnderſtanding, 
that haue done good in the Country, and who 
example hercafter,may giuc light to many others: 
| For I thinke, that if theſe people did once vnder- 
{tand rhe preriouſneſle of vertue,they would farre 
excecd vs; notwithſtanding, our long expericnce 
inthe Soucraignty of vertue. 


CAP.s. 
That the Ir1ſh by natnre are inclined vnto cruelty. 


T cannot be denayed, but tharthe 7riſh are very 
Ling in their executions, and ao lefle bloudy in 
their diſpoſitions, the examples are to many , 
and to manifeſt, to be by any means contradicted. 
But ſome wall {ay,their cruclty dothnot fo much 
proceede trom that naturall inclination thar is in 
chemſclues, as from the mallice and hatred they 
bear to the Engliſh goucrnment, which they haue 
alwaics ſpurnedart, and are ſtill deſirous to ſhake 
off; but their rebellious diſpoſitions are thereby 
made the more apparant, and they ought there- 
fore tobe {o much the more reſtrained: for there 
1s not a more daungerous thing, to relye cither in 


the promiſes, or in any other aſſurances of thoſe 
men, that are by nature ambitzous , difloyall, cru- 
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The Deſcription 
ell, and accuſtomed to ſhedbloud. 

Burler vs make a ſhort ſuruay, what they arc 
in bchauiour amongſt themſelues , and wee ſhall 
find that it is the Engliſh gouernment thar ſtaiceth 
them from their bloudy executions , the one of 
them againſt the other, and rhar our late gratious 
Queene was in nothing more troubled , then in 
keeping them from perſecuting and proſecuting 
the one the other, with fire, with ſword,and with 


, ſuch raging fury, that the moſt barbarous ſauages 


that neuer knew ciuility, arenot more tragicall in 
cher executions, then are the /r1/þ.. 

Therime hath beene, when they liued like Bar- 
barians, in Woods, ic Bogges,and in deſolate pla- 
ces, without politique Law,or ciuil gouernment, 
neither imbracing Religion, Lawe, nor mutuall 
loue. 

That which is hatefull to all the world befides. 
is onely beloued/and imbraced by the Irith,I mean 
ciuill Warres and domeſticall dilcentions. 

The wilde vnciuill Seythians, doc forbeare to be 
cruell the one againſt the other. The Canmbals, de- 
uourers of mens fleſh , doe leaue ro bee herce a- 
moneglt theraſclues, bur the Iriſh, without all re- 
ſpc&, arc cuermolt cruel ro their very next neigh- 
bours. 

In cinill broiles, cuery bafe Raſcallis an equall 
companion with the greateſt commaunder , and 
their libertic ro do wrong,isno lefle the one then 
the other ; for they knowe they are the more wil- 
lingly drawne to vndertake commotions and re- 
es For the aid & aſſiſtance of theſe licentious 
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routes that follow them: they therefore forbeare 
no miſchicte, abſtaining no more from that which 
. is holy, then from that which is prophane:ncither 
marriage nor honour ſo prorectany, thatRapebe 
not mingled with murder, nor murder withRape. 
All things are full of miſery in cinill Wars, and 
as inforraigne encounters, there is nothing more 
honourable then-Conquett, fo inciuill and dome- 
ſticall conflictes, thereis nothing more miſerable 
then victory: for the rebellious that are led by cru- 
elry firſt ro vndertake, can yſe no moderation 
where they become vidtors. 

Theſe ciuill furies, are by ſeuerall means ingen- 
dered : many take armes oppreſſed by the tyranny 
of Princes,burtheſe through ſufferance and ouer- 
much liberty : ſome others, hauing beene offered | 
wronges and inturies, haue therefore betaken the- | 
{clues to actions of rebellion ; bur theſe tearing to 
be puniſhed for wronges by themſelues commir- 
red, doe therefore ſecke co preuent it by playin 
tae Rebels: Some to free themſelues from Gl 
dome, {as they pretended) haue oppoſed them- 

{clues againſt how Princes(and as they ſay) to pur- 
chaſe liberty : but what Subiectes irEurope, doe 
line ſo lawlefle as the Iriſh , when the Lords and 
great men'throughour the whole Countrey, doe 
rather ſceme to bee ab{olute, then toliue within 
the compaſſe of ſubie&ion? neither haue I known 
any amonetſt the ]riſh,that haue ſtood-vpon thoſe 
tcarms of liberty, bur whom they wild {ertree tro 
the Prince, they would inthrallro the Pope. I ne- oy 
uer yetheard of. any man that was an enemy £0 the 
E 2 common 
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The Deſcription 
common quiet of a Realme, but he was likewiſe an 
enemy to the commonwealth. 

Alexander was wont to lay, that the clemencic 
of Kings & Princes, confiſted not{o much in them 
{clucs that were to command,as in the diſpoſition” 
of their ſubiects, that were to obey. And one, at- 
tributing the flouriſhing eſtate of Sparta, to the 
gouernment of the Kings that knew howe to rule 
well; nay, an{wered another, It 1s to bee imputed 


. to the vertue of the Citizens, that knowe how to 


obey well. 


laſle poore Jreland, what ſafety may bec ho- 
ped for thee, that art (till ſo addifted ro diſobedi- 
ence, to contempt, to {cdition, to Rebellion, that 
thy wounds are no ſooner cloſed vp, but thou thy 
{clte gocit about to openthem againe? Your gran- 
fathers hauctclt the ſmart of liſobedience your fa- 
thers haue complained of ut, your {clues haue {cen 
the calamitics of contempt, and God graar that 
your childrens children, haue not iuſt cauſe ro 
curſe the milcries that arc raiſed vp by Rebellion. 
Theextrcameſt point whereunto the cruelric 
of man may ſtretch, is for onemanto kill another, 
yea Diuinity it [elte, willethvs to ſhew tauor, and 
nottobe cruelly inclined, no notro bruit beattes, 
which the Almighty hath created and placed a- 
monglt his other creatures, alwell tor his glory as 
for his ſeruice, and hath himſelfe had mercttull re- 
{pet vato them as when he ſaide to Jonas, Should 
not I ſpare Nuniuy that great Citty, wherein are ſixe 
ſeore thouſand per ſons that cannot diſcerne between the 


riebt hand and the leſt gand alſo mnch Cattle. 
| We 
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| Weſec here God himſclfe had ſome :commi- 
ſcrationro the poorecartell, and it wasnot with- 
onr reſpect, that he preſcribed to Moſes inthe firſt 
Table of the Commandementes, that aſwell the 
cartell as the ſtranger within thy gates,ſhuld ceaſc 
from their labour, andreſt on the Sabaoth day, 

It it hath pleaſed God the Creator of all things 

ro be thusregardfull ro the worke of his handes, I 
am fully rtaged thak {uch as by nature do ſhew 
themſclues ro beno lefle bloudy minded rowardes 
men, then towards beaſts, doſhew themſclues ro 
be naturally inclned to cruelty, thevglines wher- 
of, is to be abhorred andderefſted amongſt men. 


CAPS: 11 
Of the ingratitude of the Irith, 


bf 1 He 7r1/þ, as they are naturally inclined to crii- 
_ 


ty, ſo there is nenther lenity,loue, norhbc3 
raliry, whereby to confirme them intheir du- 
ty and allegiance to their Prince. 

Some will ſay thatrhere is not a readier meanc 
whereby-ro draw1ubietts roa fſerled loue, then a 
gracious clemency robe vicd by the Prince: but in 
times paſt it wouldnot ſecue, and I thallnot need 
any far-fer preſidents, let vs but remember ourlate 
gracious Queene, with what: mildnefle and with 
what mercy, ſhe ruled and gouerncd forty & odde 
yeares,and with what ditlonlry was ſhe {tillrequi- 
red. 

Her Maieſty thought in bemggractous,the might 
thereby haue woon their hearts toamore lomng 
PLITIGAD E 3 and 
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| The Deſcription 
and willing obcdience, and to this ende, to drawe 
them to a more dutifull regard, what did ſhe neg- 
lect, tharwas cither befitting for a Princeto grant 
among{t fubic&ts, or behouctull for ſubiects ro re- 
ceiue tiom their Prince? It clemency might hauc 
mittigated the rigor of crucity, what pardoning, 
what protecting, and whattollerating of. offences 
that were daily and continualy commurted againſt 
| her. | 
if Bur for the berrer diſcouery of their ingratitude 
'__ rowardes her Maieſtie, how did ſhee continually 
grace and countinance the Nobility of that realm, 
not onely ſuffering them to triumph and tyranize 
ouer their Tenants and followers, with ſuch riu- 
ledges andprerogatiues, as were more hefſetiog 
Kings, then behouectull for ſubic&s, bw. alſo ſhee 
bounrifully beſtowed of rhem, contributions, ſti- 
endes, pentions, and other daily paics ouvother | 
Coters, for the better vpholding of their decayed 
eſtares, and to hauewoon A: (it ithad bin poſſt- 
ble) to her loue and their allegiance; and how ſom 
| otthemrequited her, it is ſo manileftly-known, as 
it were bur loſt labour any turther to rehearſe, 
How many Gentlemen againe of that country 
birth, came daily into 70s a about ſutes, that 
were ſtill begging anderaving, andwere continu- 
ally returned trom her Maicſties Court back again 
into /reland, laden with guiftes and pretermentes, 
that ſhe graciouſly & liberally beſtowed on them; 
who after they had paſſed &poſleſled their grants, 
would neuer com in placeto ſay Amen, when they 


heard her Maicſty praied for; but rather by ther 1 
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exainple of contempr,made fome others more ob- 
ſtinate and ſtubborn, then otherwiſe they would. 

I thinke the ingratitude of the 7ri/þ (conſidering 
how mildly they haue bin and are yet gouerned) 
deferuethno lelle to be condemned the their Trea- 
ſons: and Rebellions : and there is nothing ſo much 
dereſted amo ng(t the 171ſprhemiclues,as this vice 
of ingratitude. 

Ingratitude is no way to be excuſed nor colou- 
red, Theft, Robery, Murther, yea Trea/oz it {elfe, / 
—_—— alittle louriſhr ouer with ſome bliad cx- 
cuſe, but ingratitude can neither bee coucred nor 

ſhadowed by any meanes, but remaining naked, 
muſt manniteſt it ſelfe cuery where with thame & 
diſhonour. 

Notto requita- benefit recejued is ill, bur this 
_y be ſaid ro bee the frailty of man: but to render 
2nd requit cuill for good, is moſt pernicious, and 
this malignity hath euermore-proceeded from 
deteſtable Creatures, denouncedand abhorred by | 
God andall good men. . 3 

The Egyptians vicd to geld ſuch perſons as were 

 derected with this vice of ingratitude, to the end 
—that there might bee nofarther procreation of fo 
viperous a brood: if this ſeueriry were vſcd to 
thoſe of the /r1ſh that haue taſted of the bounty, li- 
beraiiy and mercy of their Princes, & haue repay- 
cd them-againe with grudge; murmnre, diſobedi- 
ence, contempt, Crag with Treaſon it 
ſelfe, I ſay the Eunuches of Ireland, would farre ex- 
ccede in.number-ouer and aboue all the reſt that ' 


were fit for propagation. -. 
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24 The Deſcription 

They haue bin ſtiJl gquerned by luch Princes, 
who ſhunning the ſcuerity of Lawes, hauc rather 
conformed themiclues to diuine mercy, then to 
due Lufſtice ; they haue bin anditill are, goucrned 
by Chriſtian Prixces, cnducd with the knowledge of 
the truth, that haucruled anddo rule with curtelic 
and clemency; bur iris the impertections of their 
iudgements, that makeththem to miſtakerhe per- 
tection of their Princes. 


CHAP. 7. 
Of the mncuility, both of manners and conditions, 
ſed by the Irtſh. 


obſeruarions of the 1r;ſþ, as well of the men, as 
the Women, bur eſpecially ot thoſe manners & 
conditions whereunto they invre themfelnes in 
the remote places of the Countrey, Imight tet 
dovwne ſuch vnreuerent and loathſome marrer, as 
were vnft for cuery queatie ſtomacke to ynder- 
ſtand of; | 
[ willnot ſpeake of thoſe affaires belonging to 
Child-bearing women, that are no lefle vncuuill | 
then vncleanly, in many their demeanors belong- 
ing to thoſe buſineſſes :: Neither will I ſpeake of 
their vumannerly manners in making of their Bur- 
ter, nor of the beaſtly Phyſicke they haue vicd to 
apply to a Cow, when ſhe willnot glue down hur 
Mite. | 
| might ſpeake heere what I my ſelfe haue ſeen 
inthe North parts of Ircland; how ROME: 
the 


[: I ſhould ſer downe the fluttiſh andvncleanly 


of Ireland. 
the women do vſe to grinde their Oat-meale. 
Bur to ſpeake generally throughout the whole 


Realme of Ireland, inthoſe thinges' wherein they 
ſhould be moſt neate and cleanely, they doe ſhew 


themſclues to be moſt fluttiſh and filthy ; namely, 


in making of their Butter, and waſhing of their 
Linnen. {j! BE 

Firſt,they do abuſe one of the greateſt bleſſings 
of God beſtowed vpon that Country, for as God 
promiſed the children of Jſrae{/to tranſport them 
into a land that lowed with Milke and Honey, ſo 
_ theplenty of milke throughour all the parts of 1re- 
land doth fo abound, that the greateſt art of the 
people (of the pooreſt ſort)are Le ectally relicued 
and ſuſtained (both Summer and Winter) with 
Milke and Butter; bur according to the Prouerbe, 
GOD ſendes meate, and the Deuill ſends Cookes,1o, 
it pleaſeth Godto ſend them plenty of Milke, but 
| asthey behaue themſclues inthe vſing of it, itis 
fit for no body but for themſclues, that are of the 
vncleanly dict : not onely' in their Milke and But- 
ter, but in many other vnſauoury dithes beſides. 

Itis holden among the Iriſh, ro beea preſage- 
ment of ſome misfortune, to keepe their milking 
veſſels cleanly, and that if they ſhould either ſcald 
or waſh them, ſome vnlucky mifaduenture would 
ſurely betide them: vpon this conceit,al the veſſels 
that they vſc abour their milke, are moſt filthily 
kept: andI my ſelfe haue ſeenc, that veſlell which 
they hold vnder the Cow whilſt they are in mul- 
king, to be furred halfe an inch thicke with filth,fo 
that Dublyne it {elf is ferued cuery Market day _ 

ri F | uC 
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ſ{uch Burrer, as I am ſure is much moreloathſome 
then roothlome, 

Now, inthe manner of their waſhing, they are 
yet morefilthie then in any other of theirexerct- 
ſes, wherein they are molt vncleanlic, and I do al- 
moſt loath, butto rthinke of their ſcouring ſtutte 
which they doe vicin the ſtead of Sopec; bur hee 
that came in place when they were in their Laun- 
dry, intheir Netzyneg (as they call it) would neuer 
after ſtop his nole, it he chanced to goe by where 
they were {couring of a Priuy. 

Thelſc and many other loathſome obleruations 
are vied by the Irith, from the which they wil not 
be difwaded,but the vnnurtered fort among them 
are nolefle admiring our decencie, then wee their 
rudeneſle & vnciuility. Andas I hauc ſaid el{wher, 
they wilnor take any preſidents from the Engliſh, 
and long it was before they coulde bee brou x 4 ro 
imitare our Evgliſh manner, in diuers pointes,of 
husbandry bur eſpecially in the ploughing ot their 
land ; in the pertorming whereot, they viedthe la- 
bour of fue feuerall perſons to cuery plough, and 
their Teem of Cartle, which commonly confiſted 
of fue or {1xc horſes, were placed all in front, ha- 
uing neither cordes, chaines, nor lines, wherby to 
draw, but euery horſe by his owne tailce ; and this 
was the manner of ploughing when I knew Jreland 
firſt, andis vſcd ſtill at this day in manic places of 
the Countrey. | 

Demand of them, whic they ſhould be{o much 
addicted to their owne durtie demeanures, & that 


they ſhouldnot conforme themlſclues to thoſe e- 
T 


o 


EIS — 


t w4 
9 « 


ig - 
Aw 
- 
0 
- 


: 
o 
£ 
t 


RT eras 
" EL WI $19, 


A» 


we ther PR —_ 
_—_— —— pron——_ © 
4, = Le es & © ” 


F 2 F, % 
© + \ ” 4 , 
gy - = 

- WI» , F , 


—AAATS2 aAALARASAzc4. DE PII=I_Y _ — 
=. I DS ASOSD << > 94 


, C 
\ T. ” 


Fs 


«3 q 
My 


o » » 
OS RIO, A A os —_ > Pe oy * 
do 3% 


Fi. _ | 
7 © is v 


» ” & Fn C. k A — 
io MAE A CEY SR 
, +. A 4 a ” , Aa *+0 a. 


LV > ' 
"4 ©.51 


3.2024 


x 
x 


= ; "RR" 
DC L CME WSL 
WELL 
lx , 1 bs . "i. 
4 | FE II FRY +> 
- 
4 Fy 


| 


of Ireland. 

uill courſes whichthey ſee are to bee perfourmed 
with lefſepaine, and more profit; they can ſatisfy 
vs withno other reaſon but cuſtome, Thus didour 
Anceſtors. | h 

Cuſtome is a Metall amongſt them, that ſtan- 
deth which way ſocuer it bee bent;'Checkerhem 
for their vncleanlineſle,and they plead Cuſtome: 
reprchend them for their Idolatry, they ſay thus 
did our Fathers before vs : andI hanke it bee Cu- 
{tome that draweth them ſo ofren into rebellion, 
becauſe they would do as their fathers haue done 
betore them. 


Bur alas! their iudgements are both blinde and. 


lame, and they are deate to all good counſels,they 

are talne into.a blinde arrogancy, and they are1o 

generally bewitched with Popery, that they will 

_—_ draw example nor precept from the Eng- 
iſm. 

ButT hope my generall ſpeeches, will breed no 
generall offence; to fay that the 1rihare generally 
adicted to Poperic, it would argue bur a quarrel- 
ſomediſpoſition, to denay that truth which wee 
ſec indaily example before our eies, and the Iriſh 
themſclues (I am ſure) would be much offended, 
it they were not able ro drop ten Papilts, for one 
Proreſtant,throughout the whole Realmezrhem- 
{clues are neither aſhamed, nor affraid to confeſle 
it, and] would wee might as well cruſt them in 
their fidelity to the King,as we may belecue them 
in that bur they all ſpeake faire, and they fay they 
louetheking, and without doubr there are tome 
{mall number, tro whome it hath pleaſed Godro 
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open their cies, and that doe ſtand aſſured to his 
Maieſty: bur for the greateſt number of thoſethar 
be Papiſts, whar fair ſemblance ſocuer they make, 
his Maicſtic may well ſay with our Sauiour, This 
people honoureth me with their lips, but their hearts are 
far from me. And tor theſe, whatſocuer they ſpeake 
with their hppes, their harts are at Rome. Do they 
notſhew it through-cucrie part of the Realme, in 
Cittic, Towne, and Countrey, in their receiuin 
and entertaining of 7eſuites, Semimaries, and zo 
Prieſts, the proteſted enemies to his Maicſtic ? 

With what face may they then auouch them- 
{clues to loue the King, that dooth with ſuch fer- 
ueneie embrace his Mateſtics deadly enemies, [ 
willneuer beleeue them,neither can it finke in my 
head, that an honeſt man may be brought to bein 
league with God and the Deuill, and to be in per- 
tect loue and charity with them both together. 

The vulgar fort of the Iriſh, wanting tacultie to 
idge of thinges truely as they are, and ſuffering 
themſclues _ ledde and carriedaway with out- 
ward apparitions,arcnot only poſleſſed with bold 
neſle to deſpiſe, but likewiſe withmalipertneſle to 
impugne thoſe meanes, that ſhould aſwell induce 
them to the loue and obedience of their Prince, as 
to the true knowledge of cheir God, wherin conſt- 
ſteth the ſtate of theur ſaluation, 

Itis ignorance that hunterh after light in darke- 
neſle, that beleeueth ſhaddowes to be ſubſtancaal ; 
bur Diuine knowledge, from whence proceedeth 
all bleſſings, it is the parent of Peace, of Wiſdom, 
of Obedience, and it is the light of reafon,that diſ- 
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of Ireland, 
couereth truth from falſhood, and therefore the 
moſt reſplendant ornament of Man. 


CHAP. 


Of the _—__ ſort of the Iriſh, what account they 


make of an Oath, | 


He multitude of the Iriſh (I meane the ruder 
ſort) are very regardleſle of their Oathes, and 
there are many reaſons to induce it; for I 
haue knowne Jreland thele forty yeares,yet (to my 
remembrance) I neuer knewe any man punniſhed 
for periury, by any Ludiciall courſe of the Princes 
Lawes. 
They haue a cuſtome,that vpon any controuer- 
ſies amongſt themſclues in the Countngp, the Te- 
nants are inioyned to {wearc yy their Land-lordes 


hand the which Oath, if the Land-lord do by any 


meanes diſproue, he impoſeth a great fine vppon. 


the partie, and he ſhall be ſure to pay it: they are 
therefore verie circumſpect in taking of that Oath. 
They haue ſome reſpect againe to their Oaths, 
when they are depoſed vpon a Maſſe-booke : And 
I will truſt him better, that offereth to ſwearc by 
bread andfalt, then him that offercth to ſweare by 
the Bible » I meane, amongeſt the greater number, 
that make no conſcience what they {wear vpon an 
Enzliſh book. Andrthe ſimpler ſort of them,do hold 
their Oathes to be ſomnch the more, or fo much 
the lefle, according to the bigneſle of the book: for 
if they (weare vpon alittle Booke, they think they 

take but a lictle Oath. 
F 3 Thus 
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T he Deſcription 

Thus, what berweene thoſe that are ſimply ig- 
norant, and the other againe thar are blinded with 
60am ca will hardly be found a Iurie that wil 
ad for his Maicſtie. Andheere (with al renercce) 

I muſt needes remember that eneg renowned Qu. 
Elizabeth, who would many' times faic, That the 
Iriſh were lo allyed in kindred the one with the 0- 
ther, and ſhe hauing neuer a Coline inthe Coun- 
try, could neuer get her right. Bur wocbero him, 


* thathath his ſtare depending vpon rhe verdict of 1 


Luric 1a 7reland, eſpeciallic it hebe a Proteſtant. 
The honeſtie of him that ſhould giueteſtimo- 
nic in any matter whatſocuer, 15 to be reputed tor 
more or leſle, according to the companie that hee 
is knowne to frequent. [ do not thinke it thertore 
conuenient, that a Papiſt, that is trained vp in the 
denilliſh doctrine of Equiuocation, and that they 
may {weare whar they liſt, with A mental reſerua- 
tion, is to bereceiuedas a witneſle m_ a PL Ote- 
{tant, or.to bee belecuedor credited inany thinge 
that he ſhall cither ſay or {weare againſt him. 
Becauſe the two Midwiues,Shiphnah and Puah 
in the firſt of Exedus, tolde alicto the King, who 
had commaunded that all rhe male children of the 


 Hebrewes(hould beflaine, therefore ſaith our holy 


Father the Pope, it is lawtull ro lie for aduantage. 
Methinkes his holinefle might haue borrowed 
ſuch another from the 12. of Exodus, where by the 
commandement of God,the children of 7/rael bor- 
rowedIewels of Silucr and Gold of the Egyprians; 
if the Popes catholiques might haue the hkeiber- 
ty with Proteſtants,then it were anexcellent mat- 

ic, 


of Ireland, 


ter to be a Papiſt, for then a man might both lie & 
ſteale by authority,and they are not tarre from the 
marrer : for it is knowne well enough, that in the 
time of ourlate gracious Queene, the Pope gaue 
full power and authority to difpence with all Po- 
pith Recuſants, neither to holde worde, promiſe, 
contract, nor proteſtation, what or howſocuer, 
that had bin formerly conditioned, or were heere- 
after to be made. with any Heretique (as they call 
him) that will not acknowledge the Pope to bee 
Chriſts high Vicar heer on carth, and that he hath 
thereby ful authority to depoſe Kings and princes 
at his owne will and pleaſure. 

Methinkes this DoErine of Fquiuecation and 
Mental reſeruation was very acceptable tothe yong 
married wife, who in her Husbands abſence being 
ſolicited by an amorous friend,ſhe conſented vnto 
him, vpon condition, thathee ſhould not meddle 
with her lippes, neither to kiſſe, nor ſo much as to 
touch them ;z Hir loucr demanded the reaſon, fhe 
anſwered; That at my marjage day, this mouth cf 
mine made inmolable promite ro my husbande of 
continencic ;z and therefore, what my mourh hath 
Reltgioully vowed, thall Ceremoniouſly-bekepr : 
content thy ſelte therefore with the other parts of 
my bake, tor my lippes are onely vowed vnto my 
Husband, and tor hum I will rcferue them. I think 
of my conſcience,this Woman was as firme in the 
promiſe ſhe made to her hasband, as a number of 
Papiſts in their Oaths they do make to the king. 

This Doctrine is not onely warrantable againſt 
Proteſtants, but it may fometumes ſerue to ſalue a 

vow 


2! 
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T he Deſcription 
vow thatis raſhly made to God himſelfe, as the 
| _ holic P:(grim, that made ſolemne proteſtation ro 
p offer the one halfe of his good fortunes ar the high 
, Altar, whatſocuer ſhould bertide him in his tour- 
bw ney. And by the way as he paſled, fortuning to find 
; a bag ot Nuts, hee cate vp the Kernels, "as, offercd 
vp the ſhels. | 


" 


Di W hat call you this, Equiaccation, or Mentall Re- 
_- 18 ſeruatien ? Bur call it what you liſt, this Doctrine 
11881 doth fit our holy Fathers rooth,tor he hath taught 
IN vs longagoe, There is no Faith to bee holden with He- 
4 YeHques, 

Iq CAP.s. 

Xs | + | That 4 conqueſt ſhould draw after it Lawe, Lan- 
2+ 1 guage, and Habit, 
© 1m | \ ( Aiſter — is of opinion, thata' Con- 

E: | iſ; *3 he queſt ſhould draw three things atter 1t, and 
v5 | bi FAS 17 thatthe vanquiſhed ſhould ſurrender them- 
"35/108 lclues to imitate the Lawes, the Language, & the 
_ manner of Apparrell viedand accuſtomed by the 
L718 Victors, 
Y I could with that the Iriſh would ſubmir them- 
IA {clues to the obedience of our Engliſh Lawes, tor [ 
> ſay the Countrey as accurſed, that is not gouerned 
2 | by Zaw,but it1s 1gnorance that breedeth contempt 
391 of Law ; contempt of Law, draweth on Rebellton , 
 ; and Rebellion is the vtter decay, ruine, and deſolati- 
£2: on of countries and _ 
7A It is ignorance joyned with obſtinacie, that hath 
+ i! not » 


*x 
, 
is 
” » 


an 
: 


of Freland. * 33 
not onely contemned the poſitine lawes of Prin- 
ces in Jreland, but they hane likewiſe diſpiſed and 
impugned the deuine lawes of theliuing God. And 
where God is not knowne, the Princecanhot bee 
obeved: for it 15 thelight andknowledge of Gods 
word, that conteineth ſubie&s in obedience vnto 
their Princes; and wherethe Goſpel! 15 generallic 
receiued, there 15 peace andtranquilliry vniuerſal- 
lic embraced. "Fl | 

It is not fo in Jreland, and they are in nothin 
more repugnant then againſt the law of God. And 
as for the imitation of Language (as M. Stanihurſt 
hath ſaid) ir hath been thought very expedient, for 
diuers reſpects, thar the conquered ſhould ſurren- 
der themſelues to the Janguage of the Conqueror: 
and for this very cauſe, when liam Duke of Nor- 
mandy had conquered England, hoping to tranſlate 
our Engliſh language into Frexch,he cauſed al our 
Engliſh Lawes to be written and fer downe in the 
French tongue,and ſo they haue continucd,and are 
ſtill remaining at this very houre. 

But heer be chold the godly diſpoſition of our 
gracious King that now raigneth, who comiſera- 
ting the ny of that hunger-ſtarued Realm of 
Ireland, that hath neuer yet taſted of any thing pub 
liſhed intheir owne language, burhlies, tables, and 
popiſh fantafies,thart hath bur led chem into igno- 
ranceanderror. To giue them ſomeraſt thertore 
of that heavenly foode, whercot they haue neuer 
yet felt ſmack or ſanour ; he hath cauſed the New 
Teſtament, rogither with the Booke of Common 
Prater, in that ves and manner as it is now vied 
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The Deſcription 


in our Engliſh churches, to be both tranſlated in- 
to 1riſh, and to be printed in the Iriſh Charracter, 
that alwell the lettered fort, that can reade their 
owne language,as alſo the vnlearned,that can but 
ynderſtand what they heare others read, may reap 
the benefit of his Mateſties clemency and loue to- 
wards them, that doth fecke by curtciic ro winne 
them,that might otherwiſe enforce them by com- 
pulſion of Lawes, 

Now, for the Iriſh to invre themſclues to ſpeake 
Engliſh, I thinke it were happy for England > Jre- 
land both. It neuer a Papiſt throughout that whol 
colitry,could cither ſpeak,or ſo much as vnderſtad 
a word of Englifþ: andit is holden for a Maxime in 
treland, that ten Englyſh wilfooner become Jriſh, 
then one h;ſþ willbe tound to turne Engliſh. 

Nowv, for the imitation of habit andattire,that 
(M. Sramburſt ſaith) ſhould likewiſe tollow a con- 
queſt, proteſt I would not wiſh the 75 lo much 
harme, to inioyne them to follow our Engliſh fa- 
ſhionin apparrell, when rhere is almoſt neuer a 
paſſage from. Cheſter to Dublyne, but one Foole or 
other commeth ouer with a new faſhion, either 
for men or Women, or for doth. And although 
the Iriſh are proud enough of minde, yet they are 
not lightly proude in their apparrell ; and yet the 
example of our Engliſh pride, hath doone a great 
deale of harme amongſt that people. 

I remember many ycares ago (when I was alit- 
tle Bookiſh) Lhaue read of apretty Prowſo,deuilcd 
for the preuention of Pride,an At cſtabliſhed,de-: 


barring all ſorts of people, aſwell meu as women, 
from 


of Ireland, © 35 


from rhe wearing of any gayiſh or, lighr-coloured 
apparrell (Players and Currizans onely *excepred) 
ro whome free liberty was giuento weare vvhat 
they themſclues liſted. a AS. IO 

This did not onely incite thoſe that were ho- 
neſt, to lie wirhin the compaſſe of modeſt and: 
comly arrire, bur it was alike inducement to thole 
thar were well knowne Strumpers, to ſhelter 
themlſclues vnder the habit of modeſty,thereby to 
eſcape from being repured infamous. 7 

But as the Prouerbe is, 1t is not the Frocke that 
maketh the Friar, ſo without doubr, thoſe women : 
arenot all diſhoneſt of their bodies, that by the 
outward ſhowes in their Attyre, a man woulde 
thinke, they had fent rheir Conſciences vnto the 
Stewes. | 

It were pitty that beutie ſhould be Mercenary, 
or thatby ſtrange innentions it ſhould ſer it ſelf ro 
ſale; And why are thoſe beauties vailed,thar Wo- 
men themſclues defires roſhew, andevery man. 
defires to ſee ? But they ſay it is for modeſty, andI 
commend it, but let them bee modeſt likewiſe in 
their Manners. | 

Pithagoras Neece was wontto ſay, that a Wo- 
man going to bedde with a man, ought together 
with her Peticote, to put off all bathtulneſle, but 
m the morning to put it on againe : Norlike her, 
that when ſhe firſt went to bed with a Sea-faring 
man, ſtripther ſelte quire of her modeſty,8& could 
neuer finde a time to put it on againe atter , Burt 
modeſty (aſwell in attire, as in conuerſation and 
manners) hath euer becne rhe 2-H Ornament | 
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T he Deſcription 

of women ;bur;to ſpeake truth of our Gentlewo- 
men of 7relana; that be of 1riþbirth, they hauc lit- 
tle practiſe, either in pride or in good huſwiferie ; 
for they are for the moſt part alwaies buſicd in ta- 
king their eaſe. Andit is holden for a fcruile kinde 
of baſenefſle amongſt the 4b, fora gentleman or 
a gentlewoman, to be ſeen in any manner of facul- 
ty, Idlenefle onely excepted. And this conceipt 
of theirs, 1s another occaſion of ignorance, which 
as it engendreth many vaine & Einious thoghts, 
ſoit draweth atter it, wicked and diſhoneſt deeds. 

To conclude this Chapter, I ſay, that thoſc df 
the Iriſh that haue reduced themſclues to ciuility, 
were itnotfor their Religion) are otherwile, of 
very goodconucriation; and a{well in their man- 
ners, asin the decencie of their apparell, they are 
very modeſt and comly, butthey arc 1o charmed 
by their ghoſtly fathers, that it an Angell ſhoulde 
come from heauen, and ipcake againſt Poperic,he 
ſhould be condemned amongſt them,yea and hol- 
den tor accuricd, 


CHAP.X. 
of certaine Septcs and degrees among the Iriſh, 


bow they are reputed. 


Here is amongſt the 1riſþ, as amongſt all the 

Nations of the world, diuers degrees, accor- 
tothe which cach mans regarded, 

For the Nobilitic of that Realme, they are a- 

monglit them as Honorable, and as worthy to bee 


honoured, as of any other Nation whatdocuersſo 
C 


» 


of Ireland. 


likewiſe againe, both of Knights and Gentlemen. 

After their Gentlemen, whereof a great num- 
ber of them are rude and vnciuill ough 
men ſucceedeth in the next ranke, who is more fit 
to ſerue his lord and Capraine in an action of Re- 
bellion, then in the ſeruice of his Prince, 

The Gallog/as ſucceedeth the Horſman, and hee 
15 commonly armed with a Scull, aſhirt of maile, 
and a Galoglas Axe: his ſeruice in the field, is nei- 
ther good againſt horſmen, nor able to endure an 
encounter of Pikes, yetthe 1riſþ do make great ac- 
couat of them. 5; 

The Kerne of Ireland arenext in requeſt, the ve- 
ry droſſe and ſcum of the Countrey, a generation 
of Villaines not worrhy to line : theſe be they that 
live by robbing and ſpoiling the poore Countrey- 
man, that maketh him many times to buy breadro 

ime vnto them, though he want for himſelfe and 
his poore children. Theſe are they, that are ready 
to run out with eueric Rebel], and theſe are the ve- 
ric Hagsof Hell, fit fornothing bur for the gallows. 

We arenow cometo the hor{-boyes, fo rear- 
med by their profeſſtons,which is, ro keep or dref] 
horſe ; and as in Fngland we cal them hor{-keepers, 
ſoin Jreland he carries thename bur of a horſe boy 
how yong or old ſocuer. | =p 

There are other Sepres or profeſſions,namely of 
Bardes, which are in manner of Poets or Rythmerys, 
which do nothing bur fit and compole lies. Then 
they haue Harpers, and thoſe are fo reuerenced a- 
mong the Iriſh, that in the time of Rebellion,they 
will forbcare to huirt either their perſons, or their 

G 3 goods * 


the horl- ' 
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T he Deſcription 


goods, but arerather inclined to giue them, & arc 


veric bountifull, either to Rymers or Fooles. 
Then1s there a certaine brotherhood,called by 
the name of Xarrowes, and theſe be common gam-« 
{ters, that do onely exerciſe playing at Cards, and 
they will play away their mantels, and their ſhirts 
trom theirbacks, and when they hauc nothing let 


' them, they will trufle themſclues in ſtraw ; this 1s 


the lite they lead,and from this they will nor be re- 
claimed. 

But here is now a matterto be noted, that amon 
all theſe ſorts and profeſſions of the 7r:ſþ, rhe chal 


415 cuer deſirous to unitate whathis father hath bin 


betore him. If the father hath been a horſeman,the 
{onne will be a horſman: if the father hath beene a 
Galoglas, the ſonne will be a Galloglas : it the fa- 
ther hath beene a Kerne,the ſonne will be a Kerne: 
if rhe father haue been a horſe boy, theſonwill be 
no better. But this is moſt of al to be wondred ar, 
thatif the father had bin a Rythmer, the ſon would 
bee a Zithmer ; which ſeemeth ſtrange vnto mee, 
that Poetry in Zreland, ſhould ſucceed by diſcent 


 tromrhefarher to the ſonne, that muſt be holpen 


clicwhere,not only by Nature, but Art: and ther- 
fore, if thur /71þRymers be of ſuch excellencie, as 
the Ii themſeclues will commend, Iſay itis won- 
derfull. 

Euery great man inthe Countrey hath his Ry- 
mer, his Harper, and his knowne Meſſenger, to run 


' about the Countrey with Letters. 


Theſe altogither among themſclues, do obſcruc 


che Law of Complements, and eucry profcilion harp 
15 
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of Ireland, 


his particular Decorwm, I cannot commend them 
for their Ciuility, nor they do not ſuperabonund in 
honeſty : their Verrue is,they will do nothing but 
what their Fathers haue done before them, 


CAP. XI. 


Of the maner of the Iriſh Coſhering, and of the cye- 
dulity in beleeaing of Lyes. 


"TFT" Here isamongſt the 7riſh, a kinde of feaſting 
or banquertting, which they call Coſhering,& 
this is the maner of it, Good company both 


of men and women being drawne together a fea- 


ſting, to entertaine the time berwceene meales, 
they haue their Rythmers & their Harpers; the one, 
to {ing, and the other, to play : the ſonges that 
they vieto ſing, are viually in the commendation 
of Theft, of Murther, of Rebellion, of Treaſon, 
and the moſt of them lying fixions of their owne 
_ Collections, inuented but of purpoſe, to ſtirrevp 
their hearts to 1mitate:the endhigs of their Ancc- 
ſtors, making repetition how many Cowes they 
had ſtoln, how many murthers they had commir- 
ted, how many times they hadrebeld againſt their 
Prince, and what fpoiles and out-rages they had 
done againſt the Englith, ts 
The maner of their fitting in this great feaſting, 

is this ; Stooles nor Tables they have none, but a 
good bundle of Straw; Grew about the floure, 
they ſet theraſelues downe one by another : Ano- 
ther burden of ftraw being thaken over their legs, 
| doth 


39 
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A | | doth ſerue them ro ſet on their diſhes. Perhaps, if 
[7 it bee inthe time of Summer, or where the place 

will affoord it, then in the ſtead of Straw they vſc 
grcene Ruſhes ; but whether it be Straw or Ru- 
thes thus ſtrewed ouer their legges, this is both 
Table and Table-cloath, wheron they vie to place 
their diſhes. 
Victuals they ſhall haue plenty,Beete,Murton, 
Porke, Hens, Rabits, andall together ſcrued ina 
great woodden platter : Aqua wrte they muſt haue 

ood ſtore, or elſe it is not worthy to bee talled a 

teaſt. Vpon Wedneſdayes, Fridayes, and Satter- 
daics, they haue like plentic of fiſh, tor vpon thoſe 
| + dates, to cate a bit of fleſh, is a moredeadly ſinne, 
A | then cither drunkenneſle or Letchery. 

1. And commonly the 1riþ cuſtome is,that when 
they are ſ{crued with fleſh,they haue no bread wirh 
their mear,bur if their ſtore be ſuch that they haue- 

bread, their fineſt Manchets are ordinarily Oaten- 
Cakes, in this ſort prepared. 

Firſt, inthe remote places of Ieland,in the ſtead 
of Threaſhing their Oats, they vic to burne them 
out of the ſtraw,and then winnowing them in the 
wind, from their burnt aſhes, they make them in- 
ro meale, but if I ſhould ſay how vnhand{omely 
they doc grindethem, or if I ſhould tel, how my 
ſelfc haue ſeene a woman fitting with a Muſtarde 
Quearne berweene her bare thighes, grinding of 
Oatmeale, I thinke a man would haue little Liſt ro 
eate of the bread; but of this Meale, as ill in com- 

plexion (to looke vppon) as a little durt vnder a 
mans feet, they make their Cakes, for other bread 
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of lreland. 
they haue none, andir is butſeldome when they 


haue this. 
L mighttel] {ome other vnmannerly tales vſcd 


by rhe 1r1/þ, in thoſe times of Coſhering, but I will 


let them paſſe. And as M. Sranthurſt faith, the an- 
tiquitie of this manner of feaſting, is ſet foorth by 
Virgil, when Dido entertained the Troyan Prince & 
his company -; but _— Stanihurſt ſhall neuer 
make me belecue,thar the Iriſh mancr of Coſhering 
was drawne from that preſident : but the manner 
of our 111ſþ writers, haue cuer beene, to draw pre- 
{1dents from ancient and Worme-caten Authori- 
tics: for with theſe Trifles they doc bewitchthe 
poore ignorant people of the Coney: that they 
make them belecue what themſclues lift to per- 
{wade; and the Iriſh are wondertully addicted to 

we credit and belecte, not onely to the fabulous 
hxions of theirlying Poets, but alſo to the Prog- 
noſticating Soothſayers and Witches , like our 
Husbandmen of the Countrey, that doe draw all 
their knowledge from the Counſell of a Kalen- 


der. And if any of their wiſe men,or wiſe women 


(as they call them) do prognoſticate either good 
or euill fortune, they doe morerelic in their pre- 
ſagements, then they dg in the foure Euangeliſts : 
and ſooner they will belecuethem. | 

They doe beleene in Charmes and Incant tions : 
then they haue words and Spels to driuc away rats, 
& to heal diſcaſes: then they haue inchanted Gyr- 
ales, that can defend the violence of ſhot, and are 
oft ſuch defence, that no fword, or wy orher wea- 


pon ſhall hure the party that is girded with them. 
It 
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The Deſcription 


It were both admirable and incredible for to ſer 
downe the obſeruations vſcd by the Iriſh, vppon 
certaine Saints Eeucs,but e{pecially on May-F enc, 
& XMrdſommer Eeae ;what watching, what ratling, 
what tinkling vpon pannes and candleſticks, what 
ſtrewing of Hearbes, what clamors, and what 0- 
ther Ceremonies are vicd, and not onely in the 
Countrey, but in Dublyne it ſelte, the very markes 
and badges of infidelity, neither obſcrucd nor be- 
lecuedaamonglit any otherpeople in the VVorlde, 
bur amoneglt 1nfidels, Pagans, and Papiſts, | 

Anditis a wonder to fee, how from thele vain 
fantaſies, ſo many famous impreſſions do ariſe, or 
rather(I may fay)how many infamous lics are be- 
lecued, and as when a man hath once gotten the 
endofaCl/xe, hee may winde off at pleaſure what 
himſelte liſteth ;{o men that arc naturally inclined 
ronourith Noucltzes , having once recciued any 
thing for truth, he thinkerh it adeede of charity to 
unpart it to his friend, and fcareth not to adde 
ſomething of his owne inuention, the berrer to 
make the matter to be beleeued : and thus from a 
particular errour, by this manne: of handling, it 
becommeth publicke : for as the flixability of our 
inventions, ro frame reaſons vnto all manner of 
dreames and fanrafics, are very apt andreadic, ſo 
our immaginations are likewiſe found as eafie to 
ceceine impreſſions from falſhoode, deriued from 
very friuolous and fooliſh apparittons : but it 1 
commonly ſaide, that to bee hight of kelecte, and 
eaſily perfwaded, proccedeth from alightneile of 
the wit, and weakenefle ofthe braine. 


CAP. 


of treland. 


CAP. XII. 


How Ireland was purged from all venemous wormes, 


by the Prayers of Sant Patrick. 


Aiſter Stanihurſt, in his Chronicle of 7re- 
land, is very angry againſt Maift. 4lan Cope, 
that ſeemed to {coffe at the Iriſh conceite, 
that will nceds attribute the purging of venemous 
Wormes from out of Ireland,to the Prayers of $, 
Patritke, | 

Now, although Maifter Alan Cope, ſufficiently 
proucth by the Teftimony of ſeuerall writers,that 
Ireland was deſtitute of all thefe venomous wor- 
mes, many hundred yeares before Saint Patricke 
was borne; yet Maiſter Sranthurſt is ſo angry, that 
there ſhould bee any doubr or queſtion made of 
that which hath beene ſo long receined and belee- 
ued for an vndoubtedtruth amongſt the Natiues 
of Ireland, that he pickes a great many of quarrels 
againſt M. Alas Cope; finding faulr firit,that he nei- 
ther obſcrued Decornm perſona, nor Decorum atalo- 
2t,andthen he quarrelleth with his Dinimity,which 
(as hee ſaieth) is farre diſſonant from the Rules of 
Charity. | 

And when he hath charged M. Cope with many 
other abſurdiries, he ſetteth downe this propott- 
tion,That l;ke as God in his Inſlice puniſheth 2 Country 
that is hard hearted, with WWormes and Vermine, [o of 
his mercy they are remoued (op from a Realme that ts 


#bedient and ready to follow his Lawes and Precepts. 
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The Defeription 

To put this out of Queſtion, hee bringeth this 
Preſident, That &s Pharaoh wonl/e not liſlen to rhoſe 
threats denounced him by Moles && Aaron, was ther- 
fore punniſhed with Frogges and Flyes, and ſuch other 
Vermine, yet vpon his ſpew of repentance ,at the inſtant 
requeſi of Moles, thoſe plagues were appeaſed, and the 
wormes extinguiſhed : why then ({aith hc) may it not 
likewiſe hold, that Saint Patrick, findmmg the Irith ſs 
preſt and ready to embrace the Chriſttan faith, might 
not ſtand ſohighly in the fauour of God, as throuzh his 
earneſt Prayers, the venemonus and poiſoned IWormes 
ſhould be abandoned. 

But alas ({aith he) this is net a matter of ſuch diff1- 
en/ty to be beliened phen it was fore-promiſed by Chriſt 
himſelfe whoin the xvi. of Marke ſaith, And theſe to- 
kens ſhall follow them that belecue they ſhall caſt out de- 
wils in my name they ſhall ſpeake with new tongues they 
ſhall ariue away Serpents, &c. 

Vere not theſe places of Scripture well ſpycd 
out by our 7iſb Chronicler, and as aptly applyed,as 
thoſe ofthe Deuill, that willed Chriſt, it hee were 
the ſonne of God, he ſhould caſt himſelf from the 
Pynacle of the Temple, For it is written, That his 
Angels ſhould hold him wp, that hee ſhould not daſh his 

foote againſt a ſtone. 

But I willnot contend with M. Sranitharſt, nor 
with any other, whether it were Saint Patricke, 
who by his Praters hath thus purged Ireland from 
Toads, from Snakes, from Adders, & from other 
Ike venomous VWormes : but there arc other, al- 
well Beaſts as Birds, as the Roc-Buck,the Moule, 
the Pranet, the Nyrtingalc, thatare as meer ſtran- 

gers 


of Freland. 


pers in Ircland, as the other, and Icannor rhinke 


ut thatit was one mans worketo expel}all theſe 


together, and all ar one time. But ifir were Saint 
patrick, or whoſocuer otherwiſe, that was ſo fe- 
ucre againſt the Nytingale, the ſweete Querriſter 
of the Wood, whole dejettable harmony 1s plea- 
{ing to cuerycare, I wouldhe had been as ſtrict in 
Juſtice againſt that foul mouthed Bird the Cackow, 
whoſe notes were neuer yet pleaſing to any mans 
care, that was icalous of his wife. 

And yer todo the Irifſhno wrong, this gauling 
pros of icalouſic, is no gencrall fickneſle in Ire- 

and, it troubleth very few, and I account-them {ſo 
much the'wiſer ; it 1s a kinde of frenzie, that neuer 
yer did good, the wiſe men ofthe world hath cner 
tought to reſtrainc it by diſcretion. | 

It Hiſtories be to be credited, Lucullzs, Ceſar, 
Pompet, Anthoni, Cato, and diners other gallant 
men, were Cornurted : and although rhey them- 
ſclues knew it, yet they made no {tirre about ir, 
that Coxcombe Zepidzs onely excepted, who dy- 
ed with veric greete that his VW ite had made him 
Cuckold. 

Buthow many husbands haue their beene, that 
haue indured this accident, not onely without re- 
proach apd offence againſt their wmes, but with 
{ingular commendation to their owne Vertue, in 
concealing it from the world. RE 

Some women there hath beene,thart hath pro- 
ſtirured themſclues, thereby ro aduance her Hus- 
bands credir, ſometimes to fu her husbands lite : 
- but rhis ſubic& ts not for this place, and theſe pre- 
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= The Deſcription 
ſidents are out of ſeaſon for this age, bur there 
hath beene Husbands knowne, that haue of them. 
ſclues made Port-lale of their wines honeſties, af- 
wellfor their profite, as for their preferment : as 
Phanlius the Argtan, who through ambition, offe- 
red his wite to King Phillp: Andas Galba, who be- 
{towed a Supper of Merexas, and perceiuing hun 
ro caſt ſome amorous glances on his wite, becing 
riſcn from the Table, thrunke downe vppon his 
Cuſhion, as one oppreſled with fleepe, thereby 
to giuc him the better ſcope, whereby hee migh 
perliſt. 

Itis a fooliſh curioſity for a man to ſeeke for 
that which he would bee loath to finde, and that 
when he hath found, he cannot amend. 

L rather commend meto him, who taking his 


wite fo tardy, that heeneeded no other witnefle, 


then what himſcltc had ſecnc, would not yet be- 
lceuc his own ences, but would fay,that he wold 
neuer condemn A true dealing wite,for a falſe mil- 
decming eye. I applaude his Wiſedome , that 
with his owne Vertuc, could \uppreſle his ovvne 
ſhamg. 

It is notſaid without iudgment,that a good ma- 
riage might be made berweene adeate man, and a 
blind woman. But I fay, I woulde not with that a 
man ſhould either be to0 light in hearing, or t00 
quicke of fight, to looke into his wes affaires : 
and for him that would liue in a quiet content, I 
fay that one eye were enough, __ with the moſt, 
for him. that will be ſtill peeping and prying into - 
his wiues bufincſle. 

CAP. 


4 of Freland. 
© CHAP.XIIL. 


of the holy Saintes, that haue bin borne, bred, and 
brought vpn Ircland, | | 


F a man may beleeue Maiſter $tanthurſt in his 
Paikripricn of Ireland, there hath bin many holy 
Saints, natities of that Countrey, that were tull 
of Miracles,& performed ſo many wonderful mat- 
ters, as there is neuera wiſe man in the worlde 
would belecuc them to be true, and ſorhey| con- 
tinue ſtill ar this preſent houre. Our holy, holy 
brood of Feſartes, Seminartes, Fyyers and fuch other, 
do performe ſtranges thinges, but ſpecially tor the 
increaſc and propagation of children, not a barren 
woman it an houſe where they be lodged : for ſhe 
thar'is not Child.bearing, a bleſſing from one 
of thefe ofthe holy order will make her ſo to fruc- 
tify, thather huiband (whatfoeuer he wanteth be- 
{1des) (hal be ſure ro want no Children. x 
Bur as Maiſter Sraniburft aduiferh his reader not 

to be ouer credulous to beleeue all that is written 
of thoſe holy Saintes themſclues, nor yet of their 
tained Miracles: ſo I proteſt, for the love thar I 
beare to antiber of my Jreland frends, I could wifh 
them to bee well aware of this holy brood of the 
Popes Cockrels, the prouerbe is 0]d,and not fo old 
as true: That !7gcors and Prieſtes do make forte houſes. 
L hane heard of many Miracles, and there is no 
place or Countrey where Popery 1s profeſt bur 
they are tull of Miracles, full viſions, and full of 
. [trange 
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T be Deſcription 

ſtrange euentes, but the Miracles of Jreland, they 
aremore fooliſh,more ridiculous,more groſſe,and 
more abſurd then any other, rhat I haue either 
heard orreade of. Itwereſtrange to make relation 
of the Miracles that haue bin wrought at the holy 
Croſle, but eſpecially at Saint Patricks Purgato- 
ry; and 1t 45 a peece of Rethoricke, ſometimes by ſce- 
ming to affect ignorance,to ſet torth aſubtilry;and 
he that 'ſhould but reade, what Maiſter Stanihurſt 
himfelte hath ſet downe of that miraculous place 
of S. Patrickes Purgatory ithe hath bin but alittle 
touched with the 'Tincture of wit, will finde out 
the very myſtery of groſle and palpable Knauery. 

And as Ireland 15 full of ſtrange Miracles, fo I 
thinke there are more Saints known in that Coun- 
trey, then cucr was heard of in Heauen, or were c- 
ucr regiltred in the Popes Golden Legend. 

Vee reade ota holy ſaint that was long fithens 
inthe North of 7relaxnd,called by the name of Saint 
{Vooddoge, to whom was giuen alarge portion of 
lands,the which were after tranſlated to the By/hops 
{ca of Raps; bur ſome of thole landes being houl- 
den at this day from the By/bop that now ts, and be- 
ing called in queſtion ypon what conſideration the 
Church liunges ſhould bee ſo derained, there 1s a 
recorde brought toorth, how a holy Byſhop, many 
hundredyearcs fithens, conucicd away that parcel| 
of lad ro one Sugered Zoyle,with theſe plain words, 
For the w/e of his Daughters body. They have more- 
oucr inthe North of treland,an old monumer(cald 
by the name of Baughall Murry) and this is relerued 
onely tor O-Neale to fiveare by. There 15 =—_—_— 

made 


of Ireland. 
made of many other Saints ; as Saint Cole, Saint 
Branden, Saint Keuen, Saint Mar-Looge, Saint Do- 


locke, and they (ay there are ſome few Saintes of a | 


later edition : as Saint Bedloc,Saint Brown, & there 
i5 great hope that if Tyrope bee not already inthe 
Popes Kalender thathe ſhall not be long our. 

I thinke this Saint Colwe before ken of,15 
that great Saint inthe North, called by the name 
of Colem? Rille, in great veneration at this day for 
many ſtrange Miracles, the which they ſay hee (ty! 
pertormeth. Then they had a gentlewoman Saint, 
that Srariberſt in his Hiſtory maketh mention of, 
called by the name of Brideit, not that Bridgit who 
in the time of Pope Yrbane crreCted a certaine order 
of Nannes, ( called Brideidians) but this withour 
doubt was a very holy woman, for ſhe lyes buried 
with two men ; namely with Saint Patrick, and Co- 
leme Rille, as apeareth by an ancient Monument in 
the Cathedrall Church of Doxne'in the North of 
Jreland, where this inſcription is to be reade : 

Hi tresin Duns, tumulo tumulantur in no, 
Brigidia, Patricia, atque Columba pits. 
l hauenotnumbred Saint Patrick amongſt theſe 
Saintes that be of 7riſþ birth : for if a man may be- 
lecue M. Stamhurſt, hee was a Welch-man borne. 


Heſetteth downe in his Chronicle the certaine 


ur ofhis birth,and how comming ouer into Ire- 
and he bound himfelfePrentife ro a Maiſter, that 


ſet him to keepe Hogs, and following his Maiſters | 


Swine in the helde, one ay as they were rooting, 
one Hogge among the reſt, turned yppe with his 
lnowt aparcell of Gold, the which Patricke raking 
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50 T he Deſcription 


vp, brought home his Hogges to his Maiſter, and 

with that Gold, he bought his own Freedome : & 

thus departing againe into his owne Countrey,he 

trauailed after that ro Rome, wher being inſtructed 

inthe Chriſtian Fatth, from thence he returnd again 

into /relaxd, where he eſtablithed the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, & wrought a great many of Miracles more 

then were true. 

Thus farre M. $Staniharft, and till Thadreaditof 
his owne ſetting downe, in his (cxtny. ha of Ire- 
lazd,l would haue layed two to one, that S. Patrick 
had bin an Jriſbman borne, But I will be better ad- 
uiſed hereafter, both how Ilay any wagers,& how 
I belecue any ſuch authorities, Butler S. Parricke 
be what countriman he liſt, I wonder how he ford 
the 17; ſo confirmable as M. Sraniburft reporteth, 
that will beleeue nothing now, but what their fa- 
thers haue belceucd before them. 

They are now ſo much inclined to cuſtom, that 
they will giue no place to reaſon, bur let the ſtand 
vpon Ho AA as much as they liſt, yer truth is 
truth, indeſpite of Cuſtomes hart : bur preſump- 
tions ournaturall and originall infirmity,and this 
opinion of wiſdome is the plague of man. 

I think the ouer good conceit and ſelt-weening 
opinion that man hath of himſclte, is the mother 
of falſe opinions, both publike & perricular, when 
there is nothing whereunto men are more addic- 
ted, then to giue way to their owne opinions. 

It was a bold fpeach deliuered by Pliny : This 0n- 
ly ts ſare, that nethine is ſare,and nothing more miſera- 
ble, and yet more arrogant and ebſtinat then man. _ 
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of Ireland. 


Obſtinacie, is no other thing, then a ſetlcd and 
firme purpoſe and determinarion, either to do, or 
not to do ſomething : he that is in this mannerre- 
ſolute, is vnfit to rece1ueeither councell or aduilc, 
how wiſe, how learned, how' behouctull, or how 
honeſt ſocuer. And ſuch men,preterring their own 
opinions, are the cauſe of many euils, & do manic 
times bring themſclues and others into extreame 
dangers: and itis but loſt labour to diflwade any 
ſuch perſons by therules of reaſon, for they preſu- 
ming to know more then all the world beſides, do 
ſtop their cares to all good councels,and their cies 
to all daungers, and perſiſting intheir obſtinacie, 
without rcaſon or uh hogs. the Brownifts them- 
ſclues are not more preciſe, nor fir Patricke, (Sairx 
Patrick  meane)the canonized ſaint of rreland,was 
neuer more holy, then theſe obſtinate fooles doe 
aſſume vnto themſelues in their owne conceits. 

Curteſ1es that are beſtowed vpon obſtinat per- 
ſons, are eucrmore beſtowed invaine, for there is 
no curteſfie nor clemency that can beſo vied, bur 
the nature of obſtinacie, is rather ro impugn, then 
to make any ſhew of humilitic. 


CHAP.XIII. | 


Of the ſuperſtitious concen that is holden of the Iriſh, 
about certaine Wels. 


Hereare yet othcr admirable matters in tre- 
| /and,fuchas lam halfe aſhamed to ſpeake of, 
and yert if there were but one halfe of the ver- 
tuc in them that.the Iriſh do belecue, ard wil con- 


Na: fidently 
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fidently auow, wee neededno other phyſtcke nor 
Lurgerie to heale all manner of ditcales. The blind 
mightþe reſtoredrotheir (1ghtr, the halt and lame 
to their limbs ; there is no 1nfirmity, but it might 
be cured at ſundry {anCtified and holy wels,where- 
of there are great plenty, 1a, Ireland. The Cury of 
Dublin 1s quartered out with them. Firſt, on the 
Eaſt part, they haue Sai. Prericks Well, the water 
whereof, although it be generally reputed to bee 
very hot, yet the very prime otthe pertection, is 
vponthe 17.0t March, which is Sai. Patricks day, 
and vpon this day,the water 15 more holy then it 18 
all the yeare after, or clſe the Inhabitants of Publix 
are more fooliſh vpon that day, then they be al the 
years after. Forvpon that day thither they wilrun 

y heapes, men, women, andchildren, and there, 
firſt performing certain ſuperſtitious ceremonies, 
they drinke of the water; and when they are retur- 
ned to their owne homes, tor nine daics afrer,they 
will fit and tell, what wondertuil thinges haue bin 
wrought by the operation of the water of Sa. Pa- 


tricks Well. 


On the welt part of D#bliz they hauc Sa. Jeames 
his well, and his feaſt is celebrated the 25. of lalie, 
and vpon that day, a great Mart or faire is kept faſt 
by the Well. The commoditie that is there to be | 
vented, is nothing elſe but Ale, no other merchan- 
dize but only Ale : Ithinke ſuch another Faire was -. 
neuer heard of in any other place, where aman can 
not buy ſo much a5 a penniworth of pins, but what 
money hee hath to beſtow, hee muſt Jay it our for 


Ale, and yet it carries the name of S. James his faire 
| c 


"a a nd 


of Ireland, 
The multitude of rafcall people that vſeth to 
frequentthis faire, are firſt accuſtomed ro perform 
Ccrtaine ceremonies at 5. /ames his well,in caſtin 


the water, backward and forward,on the right fide 
and on the lcfr, and ouer their heads; then drinking 


a draught of the water, they go into the Faire, and. 


there inſtalling themſelues mſom Brothel-booth, 
they fit and drinke drunke all the day after. ' 

On the South {ide of the towne, they hane Sa, 

Sundates wel : ] cannot tell what countrey man Sa. 
Swnday was himſclfe, but his wel is of pretious eſti- 
mation.amongſtthe Iriſh (I meane) amongſt the 
Popith fort of the Iriſh, that doe flocke thither ſo 
thicke vpon ſunday mornings, inthe ſummer ſea- 
{on, that I am ſure, that if ſatnt Sunday were there 
in perſon toreada Lecture out of the New Teſta- 
ment, they had rather go altogither to an alchovic 
rhen they would trauell ſo farre to fce him. 
_ Tothe North-wards fromthe Citty of Dublin, 
they haue S. Dolocks well; another ſanctified place 
ceremonioutly frequented at certaine ſcaſons,foo- 
liſh and lieulonis to be ſpoken of; ſo thatletthe 
wind blow which way ithſt, Eaſt, Veſt, North, 
or South, Dublin 15 {o ſeated, that a Papiſt may go 
from the high croſle, with a 8/owne Sheat right be- 
tore the wind, cither to an Idalatrous Maſſe with- 
inthe towne, or to a Superſtitious Well,withour 
the Towne. | 

Bur this is moſt of all ro be admired, that a peo- 
ple that hath bin ſo many yeares inſtrufted- and in- 
jormedin the doctrine of the Goſpell, ſhould ſtill 
ſubmit rhemſclues to ſuch groſe & pernerle too- 
lerie, iÞ 3 1 
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T he Deſcription 

I might ſpeak of divers other Wels, for I think 
there is neyther Apoſtle nor Patriarch , that nener 
came ncere vnto Ireland, and yet there be Welles, 
Fountaines, and other holy places,rthat be attribu- 
cd vnto them, Bur ifI ſhould ſpeake of thewon- 
ders and myracles, which they ſay are wrought 
there, it would make amore admirable hiſtory the 
that of fir John Mandevile : It woulde vndoo a the 
Phyſitians in England and Ireland. For at thoſe ho- 
ly Wels, and at many other of thoſe ſanCtified pla- 
ces, the blinde are maderto ſee, the Lame are made 
to goe, the Cripple is reſtoredto his limbes , or 
whar diſeaſe ſocuer, neuer ſo ſtrange, neuer ſo in- 
Ucterate, which is not there cured. 

Burt am ſory for D«blyn, the place where my 
{elte do liue, the rowne that Fall others in Jrelana, 
I do beſt louc, I do not therefore ſpeake w thing 
malicioutly (I appcale to their owne knowleages) 
whether I ſpeake true or falſe: I haue often ſaid, & 
{till do ſay, that there be many good people in Du- 
blin, and ſo throughout all the parts of Ireland be= 
ſides, men of all ſorts, of all profeſſions, and of all 
degrees, that arenotto be dereted. And thus (I 
hope) the good will take no exceptions at anye 
thing that I ſhall truly report of thole that be ill. 

And although I dire& my ſpeech ſtil to the 1rſh, 
I make no ſuchdifference between the Englyſh and 
the /riſþ,but that I know there bee as peruerſe Pa- 
piſts that comedaily creeping out of Eng, to plant 
themſclues in Jreland, that gue worſe example, & 
are more daungerous to his Maieſtics eſtate, than 


thoſe that are naturally borne in Ireland, 


of Ireland, 


I darebe bould to avowe it, that there is neuer 
aPulpir within the City of London = at Paules 
cle onely excepted) that is better ſupplicd, then 
that Pulpit at Chri/t-Church in Dubline ; and how 
many graue and learned men, that ypon a Chrilti- 
an Comiſeration haue charitably admoniſhed 
them to deſiſt, from thoſe blind fantaſticall follics 
which they themſelues by many years experience, 
haue found to proceed but from their owne vaine 
and ſuperſtitious conceites : butneither preaching 
nor teaching can ſo preuaile amongſt them, bur 
that they become thereby to be more froward and 
ſtubborne, and do with the more obſtinacy perſe- 
uere, not ſo much of ignorance, but rather in de- 
ſpite. But I am come now to aſtrange cuent,a tale 
of Maiſter Staniharſt his owne ſetting down in his 
Hiſtory of Ireland, and itis worth the reporting, 
if it bebur laught at,and thus it followeth: 

There is in the Noetth part of Jr:land a mighty 
Loughe, 30. Miles in length, and rx. in breadth, 
called by thename of Lough-Earne,but now called 
Lough Siany, I know the place well, 

This Zough (as Maiſter Stanihurſt faith) was at 
the firſt one of theſe holy Wels, and was frequer'- 
ted and ſought vnto, by the inhabitantes of thoſe 
partes, for many Miraculous accidentes that was 
there effeed, . 

A preſi-ribed cuſtome there was, ( belike ſer 
Baba, 5 ,omeangrie Saint) that the Plgrimes at 
their departure ſhouldnot leaue the Wel vncoue- 
red, fore warning them-atore hand, that when the 
ipring ſhould beelctr open, the water _—_— ſo n 

onnd 
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T he Deſcription 
bound,that it ſhould drowne all the Countrey ad- 
10ying neare about. Andit happened (as Maiſter 
Stamtharſt {ayeth)rhat an old Trot cameto ſanCtifie 
hir ſelfe at that Well, and hauing vncouered the 
{pringe, a child of hers which ſhe had left bur faſt 
by, began to cry, the which the woman hearing, 
forgetting the obſcruance of her preſcribed order, 


which was to couer the Wel,ſhe made halt to ſtill 


her brat, and returning backe againe to haue men- 
ded hir miſle, ſhee was incountered with the wa- 
ter, which was ſo farre ouerflowne, that it was 
paſt her help, whereby both ſhe, her child, angall 
the reſt of the inhabitantes with in that territorie, 
were al together drowned. And here Mailter St4- 
mburſt, tearing that his lyc is to palpable and apa- 
rant, yet to the end 1t might be ſomething the bet- 
ter beleeued,he adderh,that there is the more like- 


hood of truth in this ſtory, becauſe the Fiſhers in 


aſunny day, may ſee the Steeples and other Piles 
plainly, & diſtinctly in the water. And this is alar- 
ger lye and more ridiculous then the firſt, for to 

egin withall, itis well enough knowne, that the 
Lough is of no {uch deapth as M. Stanihurſt would 
perſwade : large it is,and very ful of Jfands,& ſom- 
what deeper itf one place then in another, butnor 
lo deepe to drowne Steeples. Againe,Maiſter Sta- 


 miburſi hath very fondly forgot a Schoole Principle, 


Oportet mendacem eſſe memorem : for Maiſter Stani- 


| hurſt being an 1riſh-man borne, couldnot be igno- 


rant (Lam ſure) that in all that part ofthe Coun- 
trey neere about Lough-Earne, there was neuer yet 
any Stceples knowne, vnleſſc itbee the Steeple of 


Armagh, 


| of treland. 
Armazh , there is neuer another ſteeple nowe to 
that Lough, not by a greatmany of miles,perhaps 
(as M. Stamthnrſt ſaith) there may bee ſome larely 
builded in the bottome of the Lough, butI am ſure 
that there neither is, nor neuer was any vponthe 
land, in all that part of the Countrey. 

I do not meddle with this matter of any ſer pur- 
poſe, whereby to EN 4 M. Stamhurſt in his hi- 
ſtorie of Ireland; although he hath therein fabled 
forth agreat number of vntruths : but I haue done 
it indeed, whereby to make manifeſt the light be- 
lcefe ot obſtinate Papiſtes, that are ready to giue 
credit to ydle lies and fantaftes,thenthey are to be- 
lecue the teftunony of the word of God. 


6:3 $44 C = XV. | 
A true deſcription both of the Citty and Cittizens of 
Dublin. 


| TE that had noother knowledge of the Cir 

of Dublm, but as it is deſcribed by M. Straw: 
burſt, in his Chronicle of Jreland, woulde 
thinke it to be far exceeding in ſtarclineſle of buil- 
ding, andin many other commodities more then 
It is at this houre,& yer] am ure that within theſe 
forty yeares that. I haue knowne Dublin, it hath bin 
repleniſhed witha thouſand chamnies, and beauri- 
fied with as many glaſſe-windowes, and yet it ma- 
keth no ſuch ſumptuous ſhew : Bur (ſaith M. Sra- 
mhurſt) It doth exceed in gorgeous buildings, in Mar- 
tial Chigalrie, in obedience and loyaltie,in largeneſſeef 
K  hoſ- 
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Lo/bitalitie, andin manners and ciutlity. Tirſt, for the 
gorgeous buildings n Dublin, there be tom other 
Townes 1n Ireland that dofarre exceedit : Andto 
{peake truly, the buildings of Dwblis, arc ncither 
outwardly faire, nor inwardly handſome : a ruy- 
nous kind of building, neither conuenientnor wel 
caſt :nexherdo I thinke, that either the Maſons, 
nor 4 their Carpenters, are-of $kill ro contriue 
any better. 

For their Martial Chinalrie, | will nor diſauowe 
them, no doubtthey haue able men among them, 
both of body & mind, bur I beleeue there are bet. 
terſouldiers in Ireland, then any be in D#bl:y. For 
their obedience and loyalty, let mee nor flatter 
(it hee meanes itto the Prince) I ſay, that if they 
would mixe but a little loue with that loyalty that 
he ſpeakes of, the Popes vermin couldenort bee {0 
well entertained in Dwbl;nas they be. Ir is bur fol- 
ly to diſſemble any longer, for it we did bur looke 
alittle into the courſe of experience, wee ſhoulde 
find, that this mocking & dallying withthem,hath 
done morehurtthengood. 

+ For their laygeneſſe of Hoſpitalitie, | will not de- 
priue them of their right: They arebounritull e- 
nough of their meat and drinke,according to their 
abilities. Now laſtly,for their manners and cwility, 

I confeſſe, Dublin is very well reformed, fince M. 
Stanihurſt writ his Chronicle. Andnow hee:com- 
meth againe to ſpeake of the pleafantneſle of the 
ſciruation,8by ſeeming, he would make itatown 
v1 Burl rhinke M. $ranihurſ{ had little 
skil-inthe Art of Fortification. Then he deſcriberh 


IT 


of lreland. ſ9 


it with ſo many Churches, with ſo many chapels, 
< . with ſo many ſtreets, with ſo many lanes, with ſo 
many Gates, and with ſo many Bridges, as I pro- 
reſt, ] hauing knowne Dublin theſe forty yeares, yet 
| know not whereto finde the one halfe of them he 
| hath named; and a great many of thoſethat are to 
| | beſeen,when they are found, make but aſory ſhew 
| in reſpect of the commendation he hath giuen. 
Maiſter S:anihurft maketh mention of a certain 
Tower {cituat in Dubline, commonly called by the 
name af Lſoudes Tower. VV hich asheſaith,asir firſt 
rooke the name from Ls Bell Lſoude, ſo irfeemed 
vnto him to be fome Caſtle of pleaſure, for Kings 
to recreate themſclues in. 
| The pleaſantnefle of the Tower is very well 
knowne, in what cafe it was when M. Stramhurſt 
writ his chromicle,fitter(ia good faith)ro haue made 
2 houſe of office, then for a Pallace to enterraine 
Kinges, & yet I cannor tell what manner of Kings 
they hadin 7reland in thole daies; butit they had 
| nobetter houſes then Zſoudes Tower to recreate 
| themſclues in, they were thefillicth Kinges that 
cuer I heard on: but I wonder it Copper Ally 
had florifhed whe Maiſter Sranthurſt writ his Chro- 
xicle, as it doth at this day, what praifes hee could 
hauc publiſhed inthe witli: of that worke. 
To fpeake the truth of Dublrae as irdefernerth. 
Firſt for the Town itſelte,itis conucnict enough, 


pleaſantly ſeated,as wel for the ferc 4 of thezyre 


—— —— ——  —  — 7 
- - 


as for the pleaſing walks that are round about rhe 
Citty. 
The Cirjzens themfclues, are wonderfully re- 
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formed in manners, in ciuility, in curteſy : them- 
ſclues and their wiues modeſt and decent in their 
apparell (I ſpeake of the better fort) and they are 
tractable enough to any thing, Religion only ex- 
cepted. I hadalmoſt forgotten to ſpeake of hone-. 
ſty, but it 1s in Dublinas 1m all other places wher 
hauc trauelled, an cafic matter to play the Iugler, 
to make a thew and appearance of honeſty, but ro 
keepeadueruleanda tormable decorum in our ac- 
tions, thats the very point. 

The very names of goodneſle and honeſty, are 
many times the names of meere.contempr, & who 
dares find fault at his honeſty, that is a knowne diſ- 
{embler both with Godand the world. 

 Godblefſe me torſpeakingagainſt pride,letche- 
ric, drunkenneſle, or againſt Idolatry. I will not 
ſpeake againſt Dublin, but in many parts of Ireland 
itis more dangerous to be reputed an honeſt man, 
then to be a knowne knave : greater perill to bee a 
dutifull ſubie& to the King, thento bt a protefied 
votaryto the Pope. 

Men'arenor to bedeemed by their outward ap- 

earance : for Infidels, and thoſe that hauc no be- 
[ecke in Chriſt,will countertait holinefle : he is but 
a fooliſh Painter, that cannot paint both white & 
blacke with one Penfill. Lwill never beleene him 
to be an honeſt man, thatwill firſt ſweare obedi- 
ence to his Prince, and then will ſubmit himſclfro 
the ſeruice ofhis Pope; that will goe to Church 
/ openly, and heare a Maſle priuily ; that willliſten a 
little tothe Preacher when he 1s in the pulpit, bur 
wul neuer come ncere a Communion, 4. 

0 
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God keepe me from being an honeſt man, ac- 
cording to the deſcription that I ſee made of hone« 
ſty now adaics. And 1 lay Heraclitus was but a foo] 
to paſhonate himſelt with comiſerating rhe follies 
ofhis age; but | thinke Democritus wank, + laugh till 
he were ready to burſt, if hee were nowe liuing in 
treland, to ſee the commixture of manners & dif- 
poſitions, how they are now carried. 

I will talke no more of ydle matters, but now a 

little of Religion in Dublin : If there be one that 
doth ſubmit himſclte tro his Maieſties procedings, 
there is ten for one that is vowed to the Pope. 
'» Whoknoweth not this to be true, that know- 
eth Dubline; the Papiſts themſelues do reioice in 
it, and they not loue to diſſemble the matter, bur 
they will ſhew it both by wordes anddeedes, that 
they are ſo, and will be 1o accounted; andI thinke 
py would be angry with him that ſhould other- 
wile report it, 

Among many other priuiledges that they haue, 
oneamongſt th:reſt is, that it there bee any Man 
within the Citty (be he free, or be he forraigne) if 
he doe ſeeme to finde fault at their entertaining of 
leſuits and Popiſh pricſts,they may by their Char- 
ter, beat their choyle whether they will loue him 
OT Lay. 

If any man that is free-borne in the Citty, that 
is conformable to his Maiteſties procecdinges, and 
doth ſhew himſelte a durifull ſubie& ro his Prince, 
it is atthe Sheriffes choyce, whether he will bidde 
him home ro dinner or no. 

But Dublia is not yer ſo deſtitute, but that 
K 3 there 
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T be Deſcription 
there are ſome, aſwell learned Diuines, as other 
auc and godly Cirtizens and Towuſ-men, that 
God hath bleſſed with the light of his word,to (py 
our all the Pageants of Popery, that do daily inde- 
uour themſclues to giue good example, fccking 


0 lefſe to aduance the glory of God,the honor of 
their Prince, the good of their Countrey. 


CAP. XVI. 

Of ſome defects in the gouernment of Nubline, 
His inclination to Popery, whereunto the 
greateſt number of the Cittizens of Dublin: 
are ſo much adiQted,is not onely preiudiciall 

to things appertaining to piety and godlinefle,but 
it i5 hurtfull ro matters that are belonging to cull 
gouernment; for this diverſity inReligion,cauſeth 
oppoſition, and that the Maieſtracy ot the rowne 
beeing principally ſwayed by thoſe of the Popith 
crew(that doth far excced the reſt in number)brin- 
gcth atollcration of Popiſh mnormities. 

Firſt, wherertis the vie and cuſtome of cucry 
well gouerncd Citty or Towne, that on the Sab- 
baoth day, during the time of the divine Seruice, 
there is a gencrall reſtraint to all Inne-keepers, Ta- 
ucrners, Alchouſe-keepers, and to all fortes of vi- 
Ctualers to ſhut vp their doores,& not ſo hardie as 
to retaine any guelts within the houle, or to ſerue 
either Wine, Beere,or Ale,withour the houſe,uull 
the Seruice and the Sermon both bee ended : and 
that this mighthe rhe better performed and {cene 
vato, they hauec certaine fworne men to make 

ſearch, 


' 


of Freland. 
ſearch, and to preſent all ſuch as ſhall bee found ro 
offend in the premiſles : the which offenders, by 
all Officers that 5c of worth, bee they Maiors, Bay- 
lifes, or Shirifſes, are euermore ſeuercly and ſharp- 
ly puniſhed, 

But in Dwblin,then in the-time of dune ſernice, 
 andin thertime of the Sermon, as well in the fore- 
noone as inthe afternoone,cuenthen (1 ſay) euery 
filchy Ale-houſe is thronged full of company, that 
as it were in deſpight of our Religion, do fit drun- 
kening and $5 ,and ſometimes defiling them- 
{clues with more abhominable exerciſes : ſo that 
the Sabbaoth day, which God hath commaunded 
to be ſanCtified and kept holy, is of all other dayes 
moſt prophaned and polluted, withour any repre- 
henſion orany manner of rebuke. And if 


ter ſort of the Cleargy , hath indeuoured arefor- 
mation, ſo farre as their Commiſhon doth war- 
rant them, the which (indeede) is bur by the way 
of exhortation to admoniſh and per{wade : but 
thoſe thathaue authoriry to punniſh and corre&, 
anddoth challenge to themtelues a wo Prero - 
gariue, tomannape all affaires whatfocner with- 
mrtheir City, are for the moſt part of them {o 
blinded with Popery,that they can neirher{ce,nor 
be perſwaded thar this diſhonoring of the Sabba- 
oth day ts any offence at all. 

I cannorrell from whence rt ſhould proceede, 
whither of ignorance or deſpight, that they fhold 
keepe ſo-many Popiſh holy dates in Dablme (more 
theneuer were heardon mn England) the which be. 

| caule 
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many godly Preachers, and ſome other of the bet- 
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The Deſcription 
cauſe they are allowed by the Pope, are therefore 
kept, as it were in contempt of his Maicſtics pro- 
cecedings. 

There beſome that are numbred in the Beadrole 
of Saints, and haue their Feaſts ſolemnly celebra- 
ted amongſt the 1r1fþ (eſpecially at Dwbline) that of 
my conſcience are damned Deuils in Hell, 

I know this will bee gricuoully raken, and our 
Papitts will ſav my cenfurc is very vacharitable, & 
more then becommeth a Chriſtian to auouch, bur 
blind men can tudge no colours. And it our Carho- 
oy of Dublin, could duely conceiuc how horri- 
ble aſinne it is,for a Subicct ro become a conſpira- 
tor,aRebcll,or a Traytor to his Prince, they wold 
ſooner pronounce Thomas Becket to bee a damned 
villaine in the pit of Hell, then euery yeare to celc- 
bratc his feaſt with ſuch ſolemnity as they are ac- 
cuſtomed. I might ſpeake of ſome other ſuch like 
holy ones, +, 6 inrouled in the Popes Calen- 
der : Andthere is ſcarcely one weeke ina yeare, 

but we hauc one Popiſh holy-day or other "& pg 
nized at D#bline, more then they haue at London, 
and yet I thinke there be as wiſe men in Loudon, as 
any be in Dubline, and as truc, and as loyal! to their 
Prince, but the vidimus of rhe matter is, our Lon- 
doners arencither vowed nor {worne to the Pope. 
Can there bee a more daungerous matter , then 
where impiety becommeth to bee lawkull, and by 
the Magiltrates leaue and liking,to rake the cloake 
of vertue. I might ſpeake heare of Fryers, 1eſwites, 
and other of the pole-ſhorne order, well knowne 


to be his Maicſtics vowed and proteſted i: 
that 


of Ireland. 
that are yet entertained, vpholden and maintained in 
Dublin, not without great contributions allowed vn- 
to them, by the Papitticall ſort of the Cittizens, that 


will grudge and murmureto giue a Souldicr a nights 
lodging, that is drawne in by the Lord Deputy = = 


for the ow of himſclfe, and of his Maieſties Ca-* 


tle, and for the preuention of trayterous practiſes, 

This harbouring and vpholding of Traytors, muft 
neceſſarily either put his Maicſty to a charge for his 
owne ſecurity, or leauc his eſtate ina deſperate con- 
dition, euermoreſubicCt ro the plors and praftiſes of 
his capitall enemies. And I canſeeno ws 73 whyhis 
Maieſty ſhould be drawne to an expence, by the mil- 
demeanors of his falſe hearted Subiects,bur thar they 
themſclues ſhould be made to feele the penalty of it, 
ifnor in their perſons, yet in their purſes. 

Burt in Publine , his Maicſty ſhould haue lirtle 
neede of Souldiers, or of any on martiall men to 
put him to charges, were itnotfor the contemptuous 
demeanor of the Popiſh ſort of the Cittizens: burif 
vpon any vrgent occaſion, there bee but one hundred 
of Souldiers to bee ceaſed amongſt them, the which 
they rhemſelues by their obſtinate impugning his 
Maieſties proceedings,doth many times inforce,they 
will impoſe the charge(as much as in them lyeth) vp- 
on thoſe that they know to be beſt affe&ted to Religi- 
on,and that do ſtand moſt aſſured to his maicſty,both 
induty and obedience; and wouldnot onely drawe 
contributions from Forrainers and Strangers, ſuch as 
haue neither Trade nor Trafhque in the Towne, but 
would likewiſe inforce it from his Maieſtics Pencio- 
ners, andother Gentlemen, thatare there attendant 
vponthe State, it they hauc but a houſe or achamber 
L within 


Le 
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66 T he Deſcription 
within their Liberties. | 
And they do not onely ſhew an vawillingneſle to 
his Maieſtic 1n theſe wrifling marters,but they do like- 
wiſe make manifeſt their ingratitude by many other 
meanes. And whereas their Corporation hath been 
dignified by feuerall Kings and Princes of England,with 
many large priuiledges,and that they have the whole 
trade and traffique amongſt themſelues, no man to 
buy or ſell within their liberties, voleſle he bee a tree- 
man, yet vpon any impoſition, though it dooth pro- 
perly [long vnto the Citty, andnotſo much bur for 
an annual rent, which they are to pay to his Maicſty 
forthoſe lands and liberties that they doe hold from 
his Highnes, yetthey would exact it trom ſtrangers, 
that are neither free, nor hauc any manner dealing in 
the Citty, but to ſpend their money, which only the 
Cattizens doth gaine by; & there is neither merchan- 
dize, nor any manner of commodity that 1s brought 
from Spaize, from France, trom Flanders, or trom any 
other part of Enz/and or Scotland, but they will haue 
the wholc bargaine to themſclues,not ſuffering any 
man that is not free, to buy for his owne prowſion, 
no, not ſo much asa drinking glafſe, but it muſt dee 
had from them, andby that meanes he ſhall be infor- 
cedto pay double the price, 

Thus / i freemen, by vertue of their Priuiledges, 
will reap the whole commodity among themſclues, 
and they would make the- Forraigners to pay theyr 
rent,andto become contributors to any impoſitions 
whatſocuer it ſhall pleaſe them to aſhgne, andyetin 
their demaundes, they haue neither ccrtaine ſummes 
{er downe, what any man ought to» pay, nor whoe 


they be thar ſhould pay, but the Sheriifes.08 Dublyn 
—— 
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of Ireland. 
arethe men that do ceaſle at their pleaſure whome 
they liſt, and doth impoſe vpon euery man what they 


liſt ; ſo that if the Sheriftes of Dublin be a little ſtutr 
in the head with a Pope (the diſcaſe being fo com- 


mon amongſt them, that there arc very tew that do- 
- etheſcape it) where they ceafle a m_ at ſtxe pence, 
| 


they will aske a Proteſtant tenne ſhillings, the which 
if the party denaies to pay (or at theleaſt to fatishe 
them to their owne content) they will breake opena 
doore, contrary to Lawe and equitic ( and I be- 
leeue farther then their Charter will reach vnto, if 1t 
were well oucrlooked) they will carry away with 
_ any goodes whatſocuer they be, that they can 
nde. | | 

I could ſpeak ofmany other martres, and1 could 
{peake by experience : foralthough 1 bee nota Free- 
maa of Dublyn, yet I was thus much behoulding ro 
the two late Shcriffes, that becauſe I would not gue 


them tenne ſhillinges which they had impoſed vpon 


me, at their owne will and pleaſure,(I know,not why 
nor wheretore, vnleſſe it were for writing a Booke 
againſt the Pope) but they verie kindly drew me our 
of mine owne houſe and carried me to prifon, where 
they kept me forth-comming tor one night, & this (I 
hope) be very well knowne., by the ſame roken, that 
the vericenext Sunday after, I coulde hauemert with 
one of them, in Hane-mannes Lane at an Idolatrous 
Maſle. | |; , 

But I cannot blame them, though they bee fome- 
what ſparing of their purſes vnto the Prince,for with 
out doubr, \ dry are at greater expences with thepope; 
but if they coulde drawe in his Maicſties Pencioners, 
and thoſe Gentlemen that are to attend his Highnes 
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63 T he Deſcription 


[4 ſeruice, to bee contributers with them to thoſe pay- 
[i | ments it pleaſed them to impole, I would more com- 
mend their wiſedomes, then I can do their honeſtics, 
This deſcription of the gouernment of Dublin,can- 
not be a generall reproach to the Cittizens vniuerſal. 
ly : for as Fhaue ſaide before,ſo Ifay ſtill, that Dabline 
is repleniſhed with many worthy Townes-men of all 
ſorts ; and amongſt the Aldermen themſelues , there 
arsare ſome few that are well knowne to be afſuredly 
confirmed, bothto God andto his Maieſty, and that 
doth hate andderteſt this Icſuited generation of the 
Popes Riffe-Raffe: bur __y are ouerſwaicd with the 
multitude, the Papiſts do farre exceede them innum- 
ber; anddoe they not impugne the Prince himſelfe? 
then alaſſe what can they doe, in a matter that could 
yet neuer be redreſſed,neither by the preſcript oflaw, 
: nor by the intimation of loue. 
But were not this contemptuous diſobedience of 
Subiects, enough to bercaue his Maicſtic of his roy- 
all diſpoſition: Ge I confeſle, it is not my to put a 
| Prince into any icalouſte, or to bring him into any 
By - doubt or ſuſpition of his Subicctes ; for theſe are 
BY; meanes, not onely to trouble a Princes mind, bur al- 
{o many times to Say" himſelfe ro thoſe extraordi- 
nary reſolutions as might be offenciue. But it is very 
expedient for a Prince to haue due intelligence, aſwel 
- of his enemies as of his doubtfull triendes, in what c- 
ſtate they remaine, what determinations they hould, 
andto hauc knowledge of their enterpriſes , what 
courſes they vndertake, and what purpoſes they pre- 
tend, but eſpecially thoſe Princes that are incertaine 
and vnaſſured of the Joue of their Cittizens and Sub- 
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of Ireland, 


CAP. XVII. 
Of the Trade and Traffique that is vfed in Dublin, and 
from whence they dee exatt their greateft Commodity. 


He Citty of Dabline is principally vpholden by . 


the Englyh ; forthe Lord Deputyholding there his 

Maicſties eſtate,and the whole body of the Coun- 
ſcll of that Realme,togerher with the Captaires, Penci- 
oners, all Ofticers,as well appertainingto the Army,as 
to the foure Courtes, all their ſ:ruants, frendes and fol- 
lowers, being there for the moſt part reſident ; this ma- 
kerh che Citizens to raiſe their priſes in all thinges, 
their Houſes, Chambers & Lodginges, ate dearer ren- 
ted in Dubline, then they be in London. 

Ir is the nicitie of the Exglſh (that arc cuery day inno- 
uating 8 deuifing of new faſhions) rhat hciperth the a- 
way with their Satcins,their Silkes, thcir fine cloath, 
both woollen and linnen, their new ſtriped fiuffes, 
their lace of Gold, of Siler, of filke, and a number of 
other gaudy deuiſes, that the Engliſh do vic to buy at 
vnrealonable rates, that wold nener be yented amongſt 
the 1iſþthem(clues. lags | 

The trade that they commonly vſe is but to London, 
from thencethey do furniſh themſelacs with all lortes 
of wares for their ſhoppes,for ſhipping they hauc none 
belongingrtothe Towne that is worth the ſpeaking of, 
yer they will bee called Merchantes ; and hee that hath 
buta Barrell of ſalt, anda barre or two of Iron in his 
(hop,is called a Merchant. Hethat doth butſcl earthen 


Pottes and Pannes, ſope, Otmeale, Trenchers, and_ 


{uch other like traſh, is no leſle then a Merchant : there 
be ſhopkeepers in Dubiine, that all the VV ares they are 
L 3 ablc 
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T he Deſcription 

able 13 ſnewe, are not worth a poare Engliſh Pedler, 
axe, and yet all theſe; bee Merchantes. But now to 
ipcake:h{tguth, thereare fſeucrall Cirtizens of Dabline, 
that are very wealthy and men of good abillity, that 
haue there Shoppes well repleniſhed withall fortes of 
wars, as wel Mercery, as Grocety, and Drapery, both 
linnen and woolien, and thereis neither Silk-man, nor 
Milliner tn-London, that can ſhew better wares { for 
che quantitic) then ſomeofthole can do, that bee called 

Merchaates of Dabline. 
\ ButI am now to ſpeake ofa certaine kinde of com- 
modity, that ourſtreicheth all that I hauc hitherto ſpo-« 
ken of, and that isthe (clling of Ale in Dubline, a Quo- 
tidian commodity, that hath veot in» cuery houlc 
inthe Towne, in cucry day in weeke, at cuery hourc in 
the cay,and in eucry minnute inthe houre : There is no 
Merchandiſe fo vendible, it is the very marrow of the 
common wealth in Dubline: the whole profit of the 
Towne ſtandes ypon Ale-houlcs, and (elling of Ale, 
but yer the Cittizens alittle to. dignific the title, as they 
victocall cucry Pedlera Merchant, ſo they vie to call 
eucry Alc-houlc, a Tawerne, whereof there arc ſuch 
plentic, thatthere ace whole ſtreates of Tawernes, and 
It is4s rarea thing, to finde a houſe 1n Dabline without 
a Tauerne, as to find a Tawerwe without a Strumper. 
This tree Mart of Ale-{clling in Dublyne, is pro- 
hibited to none, but that itis lawtull for every VVo- 
man (be ſhe better ox be the worſe) cither to brewe 
orel{etoſell Aale, Theberter ſort,as the Aldermens 
Wiuecs, and the relt that are of better abilitic, are 
thoſe that do brew, and looke how many houthoul- 
acrs there arc in Dublyne,to many Ale-brewers there 
5c in the Towne, for cucry Houthoulders Vue 1s a 
Brewer 


of elaba, 0 
Brewer. And/whatſoeuer (Kebe otherwiſe) or lethir 
cone from whence ſhee will, if her credit will ſerue 
to borrowe a Pan, and to buy but ameafure of maulr 
in the Market,ſhe fers vppe Brewing: then thicy haue 
a number of young ydle Huſwmes, thatare both ve- 
ric loathſome, filthie and abhommable; both in life 
and manners, and theſe they call Taverne-keepers, the 
molt of them knowne harlots; theſe doe take in both 
Ale and Beere by the Barrellfrom thoſethat do brue, 
and they fell it forth againe by the potre, after, woe 
pence for a Wine quatt. Andrthis (as I rakcit) is a 
principall cauſe for the tolleration of many cnormi- 
tics; for the gainethar is gorrenby'it muſt needes be 
great, when they buy mault in Publyy, arhavlfe the 
price that itis ſoldfor at London, and ory ſell their 
 drinke in Dublyn, at double the rate thar'they doc in 
London: and this commoditte the Aldermens wiues 
and the reſt of the VVotnen-brewers'do find fo fweer, 
tharmaiſter Mayor and his'brethren arethe willing- 
er to winke at; and to rollerate with thoſe Taili{Ts 


\. of Ale-houfes, that themſelues do exten knowe to be. 


the very Nurſeries of Drunkenneffe, of all manner cf 
Idlenefſe, of whordome; and many others eablo- 
minations. 53 (190 atts! 140 69199 {6 | ow . 
I have hitherto ſpoken but 'of Ale-breyeers, that 
arealinoſtas many innumber as rfiere bee dwellinge 
houſes in the Towne. There be likewiſe ſome theee 
or foure that haue ſeryppeBrew-honſes for Beetey, 
whereof theyare accuſtomed'to makeofrwo fortes; 
thats to fay : Strong Beere, aid Otdinarie : their or- 
dinarie Beere. they doe vſe to ferue to theEvgliſhe, 
that are there inhabiting in Dublyp, ghar docth keepe. 
Seruantes and Fainthes ,/andrhis Beete they Co prize 
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T he Deſcription 
2t ſixe ſhillings the Barrell, which according to theic 
meaſure,amountethto xlviij.s. the tunne,and in Loy- 
don their 11}. $. Beere, that is ſolde after the ratc of 
xx111j. 5. the tunne, is better Beere by oddes. 

Their ſtrong Bcere is commonly vented by theſe 
Ale-houſe Queanes, Taucrne-keapers , (as they call 
them) and this they do take at xij. s, the Dubline Bar- 
rell, and that is iuſt after the rate of xvj. s. a London 
Barrell, which amounterh ro uijj. L.xvj. s. the tunne, 
ſhameful tor the Magelſtrates of the Townerto ſuffer, 
con{1dering the cheapneſſe of Mault. 

Here is now to bee conſidercd, that there is almoſt 
neuer a Houſcholder in Dabline (whatſoeuer Trade 
he otherwiſe vſcth) but hee will hane a blinde corner 
in his houſe reſerued for a Taucrne, and this (it hee 
haue not a Wife ofhis owne to keepe it) ſhall bee ſer 
out to one of theſe Women-Tauerne-keepers, ſhee 
taketh in drinke both Beere and Ale, after the rate of 
xij. $.the Dublene Barrell,ſhe paycth moreouer to the 
party of who ſhe hireth her Tauerne,v). 5. out of cue- 
ry Barrell that.ſhe vttereth-:.if ſhe doth not get vj. \Þs 
more for her ſelfe, ſhe will neuer be able to keepe her 
ſeltc honeſt, (o that. here is xxi4ij. $. made out of eue- 
ry Barrell of Beere, which commeth iuſt ro ix. li. xij.S 
atunne, How ſhamefull athing to be ſuffered in a wel 
gouerned Cirty, letwiſe men iudge, for with thoſe 
that be called honeſt, I willnot meddle. 

I hane beene (o long amongſt theſe filthy Alehou- 
ſes, that my hezd beginnes to grow idle , anditisno 
wonder, for the very. remembrance of that Hogges 
waſh which they vſc to (ell for 1j. d. the VV ine quart, 
is able to diſtemper any mans braines, and as it 15 net- 
ther goodnor wholeſome, ſo it is votic for any __ 
| rinking, 


of Ireland. 


drinking, but for common Drunkardes ; but I wil here 
leaue my women Tanerne-Keepers to Maiſter Mator of 
the Bull-Rimge to looke vnto, and I will now haue a- 
bout with our D«bline Bakers, that will be ſure to (el! 
their Bread at double the prire that rhey buy their 
Corne: and although there haue been ſcucrall Marors 
of the Cirtty which haueſcemed to be angry at the 
matter, yet as long as I haue knowne Dubline, Incuet 
knewe Mator, but hee was either aſhamed or atraid to 
rcforme it .But there be ſome that wil make 1lfauored 
reaſons, and will ſay, that the Bakers haue ſuch akind 
of dexterity,that they will make any Mato both deafe 
and blind : I cannot tell how it commeth to paſſe,but 
the Bakers do make a good ſhift for themſelues, tor 
they neither retorme their owne bread according to 
the priſes of Corne,neither will they ſuffer the coun- 
trey-Bakers vpon the Market dayes, to bring in bread 
thatis reformed to atrue aſſiſe. 

Thus the Mageſtrates of Dubline doth tollerate 
and beare with a number of inormities, vnfit to bee 
tollerated inany well gouerned Citry, the which (as 
Iſuppoſe)they do the rather wink at, whe they know 
wellacohih ' be this extortion that is exaCted by ſel- 
ling of Bread and Beere,doth pinch none but the Fng- 
l:ſ>;thoſe thar are to follow ts State,&thole againe 
thac: cof the poorer ſort ofthe Jr:ſþ, tor there is not a 
Cittizen in Dubline (that is of any abilliry worthy to 
bee ſpoken of ) but he hath a Farme in the Countrey, 
thatyceldeth him Corne, both for Bread and Beere, 
cnough to find his owne houſe; but the Eng/rſþ that 
muſt goe to the Bakers and the Brwers, arc made to 


pay ary for it(and fo they do for enery other thing 
that they 


M cnough, 


uy) and as the 1r;/do know all this well 
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74 T he Deſcription 

enough, ſorhey haue therefore the lefle care to re. 
dreſe1t: andyer if che Lord Deputy thould bu with- 
drawe himſclfe but for rwo yeares together wio ny 
other part of the Countrey, the greateſt part ut ihe 
Citizens of ubline, would bee ready to buggy, char 
do now Gycll in a Mallcious CONCERE Ag.uilt The 


Engliſh. 


CAP. XVIII. 
Of the Ambition of the Iriſh, 


He iſh arevery Ambitious of Fame and re- 
j x ndte bur itis with He-9/tr atus,that lought to 

leaue himſeltc in recorde by burning the Tele 
in-Epheſus, to the Iriſh do hunt after Fame,andtioleaue 
themſclues regeſtred ro poſterity, they will kill, they 
will murther, they will rebell, and what action fo va- 
gracious which they will not attempt, to leaue an 0- 
cible memorandome to rheir lowlic Bardes and Rith- 
mers, that can writ inthe commendation ot nothing 
but of viceand villany. - 

Bytrhis example of the 1riſh, wee may diſtinguiſh 
betweene the louers of Fame, and the loucrs ot Ver- 
rue, andalchough it bee true that Vertue hath Fame 
for an atrendant,ycr Vertue ſecketh not for Fame: tor 

lory with the Crocodill flicth him that followethir, 
and followerh him that fiycth it ;no wonder ghen 
though there bee great difference in their values that 
imploy them for Fame, from thole againe, that inde- 
uours tor Vertuc. 
This vainc oſtentation, wee ſee whereunto it lea-. 
deth : and hee that ſecketh renowne in a wrong boxe, 
either by vnlawfull attemprs, or baſc indevours ſtum- 
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*] of Ireland. 
bleth many times vpon Mfamic inſtead of Glory : ſo 
he that hunrerh afrer dighities by vynworthy defertes, 
in ſecking after Eſtimation, betrayeth himſeltc to 0- 
pen Deriſion. * 

Amoneſt the wiſe, a man is eſteemed bur only for 
his vertnes. For Offices ,4uthority, & Riches;al theſe, 


arebut the mou of Fortune, but for a man to be ex- - 


alred ro a dignity, and to bee deemed worthy of the 
placeby a common conſent, that marke is vnfallible, 
for there inagnificence doth maniteſt & make known 
it lelte. | 

The office of a Prince doth crane obedience in his 
Subiects, bur our affeCtions are ſtill depending of his 
vertues : if thus to a Prince, what hope 1s there then 
lett to a Peſant, thathath neyther vertue, witrte, nor 
honeſty wherewith to bleſſe nimnſelfe withall,and w] 
yet throng himſclicinto a Digrity, and onely but to 
make it durty. 

Ners,demanding of a Souldior why he hated him, 
was anſwered: Becauſe (fade hee) whilſt chou waſt 
worthy of loue I honouredthee, but nowe thou arr 
become anenemy to verrue, | therefore abhor thee. 

Ambition is no vicetor any ot thelc lowe-prized 
Swaines. For whenlT ſce aftcllow that is bur baſe of 
birch bare of of honeſty barren of wit, and thar is but 
Oropt into a dignity without deſert, I never look vp- 
on ſuch a creature burmethinks I {ce a Iacke anapes 
in 1fattin ſure. This is a baſe 4mbrtror, ardright of 
the rj ſtampe, tor there 15 nota people vnder the 
ſun, that are more dcfirous to befamicd tenthe lr: 


or that will aduenture von more ceſperare refoluti- - 


ons then they, and bur. to leaverhen feloes urecord 
" ſome one of Yicir Ryinere rotfer, 
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T he Deſcription 
The miterable malctaCtor at the very houre of his 


dearh,when he is going to exccution,doth cucn then 
affe& Fame, and 15 muche more defirous that his lo» 


| kers'on ſhoulde fee him take his death with refolu- 


tion and without feare, then hee 1s to reconcile him- 
{clte vnto God,and 15 more aſhamed that it ſhould be 
ſaid, that his countenance began to change with taint 
nefle of courage, then he is of the crume that he hath 
committed, how abhominable ſoeucr, And all this, 
but that he might appeare conſtant; and tro whome, 
but to thoſe that do behold him,that are commonle 


more inconſtant then the wind. 


Sir Thomas More, whome Ballarmine (in his letter 
to Georee Blackwal the Popes Archprieſt) {o conftident- 
ly avowerh for ſo worthy a Marryr, was ficke of this 
dilca(c, and at the laſt houre,when he was to take his 
death for Treaſon, he did ſacrifice to Fame ; for when 
the Exccutioner was ready to ſtrike off his head, hee 
prayed him, im any wiſe to be goodto his beard, tel- 
ing him, that heſhould find his necke ſo ſhort, that 
it he were not very warie it the pertormaunce of his 
buſineſle, it might proue a blemiſh ro his reputation. 

Methinks it to bee but an! vnſeaſonable conceit, at 
the laſt hourc of a mans lite to fall a teſting with the 
world for vaine oftentation, and neglecting to ſceke 
the fruition ofcternall telicitic, torett himſelte vpon 
the ſmoakie applauſe of Fame. 

It may ſometimes ſerue for aſhroudeto ſhelter a 
ihame, but it 1s an ll choſe time,to fall a ic{ting with 
tne. Hangman, when he may play too much vpon the 
aduantage, it not by viuacitic or quicknefle of wit, to. 
thruſt backea teſt vpon the leſter hiniſelte, yet Ex of- 


f:czo, he may do it by aCtion,thatdoth pinch nerer the 


quick 


— — "OS 


ods Ae 


of Ireland, 
quicke, then the bittereſt words. 

Bur if More were a Martyr as Bellarmine woulde 
haue him, ſay he was but a mocking Martyr, that 
wouldfall a ſcoffing with the executioner,at that ve- 
ry inſtant when he was to take off his head. 

But I haue heard of ſome others that hauc been of 
this merty diſpoſition, andI rhinke aſwell worthy to 
be Martyrs as More; one amongeſt the reſt that was 
condemnedro the Gallowes,and when the hangman 
came to faſten the halter abour his necke, hee defired 
him of all friendſhippe, that he would not bring the 
rope too neere his heath : for ({aid he) I am ſo rick- 
liſh about that place, that without doubt Iſhallhurt 
my ſelte with vnreaſoneblelaughter. ; 

Such another, going to the place of Execution, 


_ defired the officer to ſhun a ſtreet that lay right inthe 


way as he ſhould paſſe, and to go alittle about : The 

Ofhcer demanding the reafon, Ke told him, becauſe 

he ought a Cittizen alittle money that dwelt in the 

ſame {trear, and he feared thar if hee ſhouldeſee him 
paſſing by, he would arreſt him, and bring him vnto 

ſome trouble of the law. 


I muſt notforget onemore of theſe merry concei- . , 


ted fellowes, who'going to the gallowes to be execu- 
ted, was admoniſhed by his ghoſtly father ro take his 
death parhpt'ys aſſuring him, that though his dinner 
were ſomewhat ſharpe and harſh, yet he ſhould find 
aioyfull ſupper in Heanen. Alaffe (ſaid the maleta- 
cor) thats but a cold comfort to mee, for I neuer vſc 
to cate any ſupper. _ 

. Wecannot iudge of any mannes afſurance by the 
boldneffe ofhis dearh : for it falleth out many times, 
that men inthoſe c:ſes, wil make grearſhevy of reſo- 
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The Deſcripti;n 
lution and courage, but for oftentations ſale, and 
there 15 not a people that are more inclined vnio that 
then the /r:/þ, but amongſt thoſe thathaue molt vali- 
antly refolued chemſclues to execution, it 1s yet to be 
doubred whither in fo dangerous an intent, conſtan- 
cy, or obltinacy had the prcheminence. 

Eucry Cowarde candiſpiſc death in miſcry, for to 
the diſtreſled,life is bur a fcourge,and death uhicir o1.ly 
ſolace : bur hee that can indure the calamity of all mif- 
fortunes with patience and conſtancy, more rather 
deſcrueth the Chariot of Triumph then Ceſar him- 
ſcltc. Thoſc that in the times of execurion are ſecne 
to runne to their end aad to haſten on the execution, 
they do it with refolution, but becauſc they will de- 
feate themlſelues of time to conſider of the horrour 
ot death,tor it grieues them not to be dead, bur to die. 

Pram ava moſt difolute man in the world,had 

arelolution rodic ſome dcfperare death, as it might 
apeare by thoſe proutſions he had made for the pur- 
poſe; for firſt, he built aſtarely Tower from whence 
he might caſt himſclfe, hee 4lfo cauſed cordes to bee 
made of gold and Crimfin filke, wherewith to ſtran- 
gle himſelte; he further prouided arych golden Rapi- 
er of purpoſe to murther himſclte;z and hee prepared 
poyſons, and kept them in boxes of Emeralaes, and 
Topaſes thereby to poyſon himſclte. js 

Euecry man that dares aduenture to deſire death, 
c:nnot be ſaid tobe ref-lued ro dye; for many aman 
thathath ſeemed ro wiſhe for death, hath fainted a- 


gaine, when they hauc becne pur to the tryall. 


Poucrty, miſery, diſcaſes, & death it ſclie arc ſub- 
1ects of a heauy burthen,that do waigh andericue c{- 
pecially thoſe mindes that arc but of the common 


ſtamp, 


of Ireland. 


ftampe:we had neede therefore to be very wel inſtru- 
cd both ho.v to ſuſtaine, «nd how to combat with 


thoſe kindes of accidenres. The beſt aime we can take 


whereby ro tadge of ajnans death, 1: but to conſider 
of the manner of h1s life « for have we knownehim to 
liae conſtantly and quietly, ut is likely Lee || ould then 
dic reſol:uly ar.&repolcely, for it is to bee ſuppoſed, 
that hee that konweth hovw to liue knoweth likewiſe 
how to dye. bi” 

Amongſt a!! the benefites that Vertus beſtowerh 
of vs,the contempr of death 1s mr oft apioucd and pre- 
cious : and as the place is vr.ccrtamme where death !09. 
keth for vs, we muſt therefore be the more Vvigilantto 
expect him euery where, for the premeditation of 
death,is but a fore-thinking how to liue and Gie well, 
Ir skilles ſo much the leſffe when death doth come, (fo 
we be prouided tor it,for all the rive that we liue,we 
do bur ſtealc it from death, and the continuall worke 
of life, is in the end determined by death. 

The iollity of youth and the grauity of age are dit- 
ferent in this point, for the one looketh forward and 
the other backward, youth delights irfelfe with wan- 
ton alluremenas, Age preacheth feuerity,andreadeth 
daily Lectures of temperance and of reformation,and 
whether it wake or {lcepe, it dothnor permit vs one 
houre but to thinke on” inftruction, on patience, on 
repentance, and on Death. 

I might haue inlarged this Chap. with other mat- 
ter of ſome perticular perions in 7:{and, that haue 
ſought to make themſclues famous amongeſt theyr 
Countrey-men, by thoſe endeuours, that were Gire- 
&y preindiciall to the Gignity ofthe Prince, but I v 1! 
he. c omit them,& for concluſtop ſay there 1s no Na- 
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T he Deſcription 
in the world, that are more ambitious of Fame then 


are the Irh, nor that dooth hunt atter it with more 
contrary courſes then do the 1rifþh, 


CAP. XIX. 
Of the doftrin of the Pope, how it is embraced by the Iri(h 


Hey ſay itwas S. Patrick that purged Ireland fro 

all manner of venemous Wormes, and it is the 
Pope that hath poiincd it ten times worle with 

his Locuſt vermme of Friers, Monks & Icluites, & he 
hath ſo inte&cd the whole Countrey with Toades, 
Frogs, & padocks,that inthe habite of popith prieſts 
do keepe {uch acontinuall croking inthe eares of the 
poore people, that they haue made them deateto all 
good councell. It is only the poiſon of the Popes do- 
ctrine that inciteth to ſeditions, to Rebellions, and 
thar ſerteth ſubics againft their Princes. Look into 
 Bellarmises writinges, that hath taken ſuch paines in 
bchaulte of the Pope, and you ſhall finde, that all his 
Bookes are ſtuffed with no other Doctrine, but that 
Popes may degrad Emperors,kings, Princes and po- 
tentates, may abrogate their Lawcs, may diſpenſe 
with their ſubiccts for their allegiance,that they may 
take Armes againſt their Soucraignes, that they may 
rebell; yea, and althogh Treaſon and murther be the 
moſt hatefull offences that any man can commit, and 
are moſt abhorred and deteſted of all men, yet they 
are admitted, maintained,and vpholden by the pope, 
and he doth nor onely tollerate thoſe offences,but he 
doth likewiſe giue pardons and diſpcnſations to his 
villaines, both to practiſe and execute. them, as that 
holy Pope,that gauc Parry plenarie indulgence and re- 
miſhon 
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of Ireland. oY 
miſſion of all his ſins to murther 2ueenc Elizabeth. 
Afhithy Rehigion, that hath abaſcd the ſimplicity 
of all natures, anddcfiled the people offo many Na- 
tions, not onely through Idolatry, and ſuperſtition, 
bur alto by bloud-ſhedding, and dereſtable murthers, 
as though it were lawfull and no offence (if it be done 
vnder i 4 colour and ſhew of Religion) to abandon 
all honeſty and ſhametaſtneſle : infomuch, that ſuch 
horryble and deteſtable crewelty hath becn ſhowne, 
| that their Alters haue beene oftentimes inbrewed and 
ſtained with mens bloud, as though God were plea- 
{ed with thoſe horrible murthers, practiſcd and com- 
mitted by thoſe abhominable wretches, thatcarenor 
how they dcfile themſclues with all kinde of bealſtli- 
nefle, and deteſtable villany. D 
This 15 the Religion which the 7715 do imbrace, 
1 and this Doctrine is it that hath deluded a number of 
poore people of that Countrey, and hath ſet them 10 
| oppolite, that they deſpiſe to learne any thing from 
| the Enzliſh, bec it neuer fo neceſſary, that doth bur 
| appertaineither to Cuuillity, Morallicy,or Humanity: 
| it maketh ſome of them malitiouſly tro impugne the 
[1 proceeding of the Prince, it hath induced a number 
| of themmto open Rebellion. And this Idolatrous 
| Doctrine1s it that fitteth their turnes, that are fo ad- 
| dected and inclined to vndertake againſt the Prince. 
The property of truce Religion, Joth euermore keepe 
men within the bounds of duty, it illumineth them 
with the true light of holineſle, and ſanctimony ; and 
ſo deſirous are they which followe the rule and difci- 
pline of Chriſt, by immitation to expreſe the gract- 
ous goodneſſe and mercy of God, that in the tame 
| they repoſe the whole ſum of Religion: theretore 
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The Deſcription 
neither pronoked with taunts,they are any thing mo- 
ved, and being vexcd with "CLE reports, they are 
norycokindled with anger ; and although they bee 
ſometimes prouoked with iniuries, they do not go a- 
bour to bee reuenged : nay, rather they ſuppole that 
trill ro be 1a) id vpoa them, "char they by a licape and 
multitude of good turnes, ſhould abate the edge of 
their enemies wrath. 
VWhilit che Popes doQtrine had ouerwhelmed the 
Realme of England, with the milty togs ot darknefle, 
What com motions,what rebellions. & what tumults 
were ſtirred vp tromtimetotime, by t the commons 
of chat Realine : but after that the minds of men were 
able to behold the extraordinary light ot the heauen- 
ly doctrine, they ſubmitted themiclues to that duty 
and obettience. which the rule of Gods worde both 
preſcribeth and*commaunderh to ſubicctes : yerafter 
this, when Wo Marie had againe reeſtabliſhed the 
Icolatcous Religion of Rome; when Hell was broken 
looſe, andthat the Deuils themſelues had ſt; irred vp 
the harrs of our Engliſh Popclings to all cruellryran- 
ny, that they lctt no torture nor torment vnattemp- 
TH , that might haue wrought the ſubuerſton and 0- 
lertheow of Chriſtian Piery : what a multitude both 
' of men and women, ſuffered themſelues to be tortu- 
red andcruelly cormented, through all the partes of 
the Realme for the Faith of Chriſt, without any 
manner of reſiſtance : and although Fe is horrible cru- 
elty had continuance for five whoicyeares te gether, 
yer where was their heard of a Rebell that oftercd to 
ariſc in armes, or by any meancs to oppole himſclte 
againſt rhat abutirout tyranny, * 
The Chriſtian Vaich was tult eſtabliſhed by prea- 
ONES, PPE 
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ching, and the Diſciples and thoſe that followed 
Chrilt, preuailed {till by ſuffering: the Pope vphol- 
deth his doctrine, onely by perſccuting, by murther, 
by Treaſon, and by tyrannie; ſuch diuerſity there is 
betweene the doctrine of Chriſt, and the doctrine of 
ehc Pope. | 
It is truly reported of the French K. that was latelic 
cruelly murthered, who'many years fince lying betore 
Rone , had intelligence of an enterpriſe that ſhould 
hauc beene attempted againlt his life and being well 
informed of rhe party that had vndertaken it, the king 
chancing to deſcry this Gentleman thus deſcribed vn- 
to him,cauſcd him to be called;who comming betore 
his preſence, the King perceiuing him altcacie be- 
into tremble , as-one doubting {ome bad meaſure, 
Pide vnto him: Iam tully perſwaded, you fore-ima- 
gine what I hauc to charge you with, and your coun-+ 
tenance doth already bewray it, but I am fo well in- 
4tructed in the buſineffe you haue taken 1n hand, that 
it you would goe about to hide it, you ſhoulde bur . 
make the matter the worſe for your felt; tale not 
therefore as you tender your lite,to confefle the truth 
. ofall your purpole, | 
The Villaine, that fawe himſclte chus difcouered, 
beganne to hold vp his hands and to plead for mercy : 
bur the King interrupting him in his pretence, ſaide 
vnto him. Did 1 euer do you any wrong ? Hauel e- 
uer offended any friend of yours ? or how happeneth 
it? or What might mooue you to con{pirc and CNter- 
prite my death? | 
The Gentleman witha veric fainte trembling 
voice, and afſclte-accuſing looke, auniwered him a- 
gaine ; Thatno particular occation hadeuer mooued 
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The Deſcription 


him to doe it, butthe intereſt of the generall cauſe of 


his faction, for that he was perſwaded by ſome of his 


hoſtly fathers, that to root out(and in what manner 
of ſort ſocuer) ro make away lo great an enemy vnto 
their Religion, would be an cxecution tull of pictic, 
and aworke of ſupercrogation. | 
Well ehen (faid the King) I will ſhew you the dit- 
ference of our Religions : yours per{wades you to kill 
me hauing neuer done you wrong, bur mine wils me 
to pardon you convicted as you are : go your wayes 
therefore and auoid out of my fight, and let mee ne- 
uer ſee you here againe, and henceforward be better 
aduifed in yourenterpriſes, and take honeſter counſel 
then thoſe thatbe of your owne Religion, andthus 
helet him paſſes 
We may hereſtill ſcethe fruits of the Popes Reli- 
gion : but preſidents in 7eland do ferue to little pur- 
poſe, if they make againſt the Pope; all the teſtimony 
that the holy ſcriptures can afford, will neuer be cre- 


dited in that point. VWe belecue 1m Ireland, that when*® 


Chriſt came to worke theſaluation of the world, hee 


_ didnor finiſh the work he came for, but leftthe grea- 


teſt part of the buſineſſe ro be pertormed by a Popith 
Prieſt. We can tellhow to worſhip a god that 15of 
our owne making, but weknow not how to worſhip 
the God that 8! made vs: we know how to recciue 
benefits andbleſſings from the Prince, but we know 
not how to render that obedience that belongeth to 
Subiccts. My concluſion is,that as men cannot make 
knowne their dreames till they bee awake, no more 


_ canthefe acknowledpe their faults till rhey meane to 
amend, ; 


Chap. 
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of lreland, 


#40 N 
CHAP.XX. 


How the Papiſts of Ireland are neither afraid nor aſha- 


med to manifeſt themſelues, 


Hey ſay, a manne ought not to be aſhamed to 
ſpeake what he ſeemeth not to thinke; it ſhould 
then tollow,that men ſhouldnor be aſhamed to 
heare of that they are not aſhamed to doe, The Iriſh 
are not aſhamed to maniteſt themſclues, aſwell by 
wordes as by deeds to be profeſſed Papiſtes ; they are 


not affraid to confeſle it, and it may well be ſuppoſed” 


that when men haue a daring to ſpeake ill, they haue 
likewiſe an intent to do ill. ButI muſt fay, they are al 
his Maicſties ſubiects, and ſo I thinke they bee, bur I 
pray God ſendhis __— to haue neede of them 


againſt the Pope, for ifit came to voices betweene 


them two, his Maieſtic would oy bee able to rec- 


kon with the Vſurer,after ten in the hundred thrugh- 
out the wholcRealme; bur that the Pope would Nil 
be able to encounter hun with ten for one. That the 
Iriſh are thus inclined to the Pope and to poperie, I 
\halneed no other teſtimony then their own demea- 
nors, and I would bee glad tor their owne fakes, that 
they could conuince mee of {launder : but as I hope 
they will not goabour it, {o-I thinke they will nor be 
offended with me for ſpeaking, when they themſelus 
are not aſhamed ſo publikely ro maniteſt it. For, as 


they do ſhew themſelues to be apparantly malicious 


to his Maieſties lawes and proccedings, ſo they doe 
hate and dereſt him,thar doth bur ſpeake againſt their 


Pope, or that will rake any exceptions againſt that 
Catholick brood of the Pole-ſhorne order, that they 
N_ 2 dOC 
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The Deſcription 


do both harbour in their houſes, and vphold with 
their purſes (withour doubt) to their great charge & 
 expences, conſidering the abhominable number of 
thole Balamrtes, that doth fo abound throughout that 
whole Realme,in City, town 8& Countrey,that doth 
daily practiſe againſt his Mateſties gouernment. 

And what Prince in the world would indure to be 
thus crofled by this contemprious demeanor of vndu- 
titull ſubiectes, and would not make them to feele the 
penalty of their wiltull diſobedience, bur that excc- 
leat Maicſtie thats not onely inclined to all gracious 
clemency in his owne perſon, but with the like royall 
diipofition hee hath ſo prouided, that his Miniſters 
and thoſe that he putteth in Authority in thatRealm, 
doth behaue themſelues in their gouerment with that 
mercy & mildnes whereunto hehimſelfe is addicted. 

It I thoud ſpeake of thg gouernment, how it is man- 
nagedar this preſent,by that moſt honorable Gentle- 
man, the Lord Deputy that now is, who is likewiſe 
aſhited with diuerſc po of his Maieſtics Countaile 
of that Realme, Men in like maner of great wiſedome 
and iudgement; I mightperhaps faile 1a making a true 
. relation of their worth and worrhines. | do theretorc 
appeale to the 171 themſclues, when they did cuer 
know Jreland to be better ſupplicd, cither with a De- 
puty, cither with a Counſell, either witha Clergy (I 

meane thoſe of the Clergy that hauc beene inueſted 
by a lawtull Authoritv from the Prince) or that the 
affaires of thatRealme,were cuery known to be man- 
naged with more mildnes, with more mercy, or with 
more loue andlenity then now they be : and I would 
but demand of them againe,when they did euer know 
the Papilts of Ireland to beg more perucric, more ob- 
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of Ireland, 

ſtinate, or more apparantly contemptuons then now 
they are. I could yet ſay more, but I will wadeno fur- 
ther in this, and I am ſure the papiſtes themſclues (al- 
though they will not lerro hie for 2dantage, yer)they 
they will not tor ſhame deny this truth. The papiſtes 
of Irclandare (as in other places) of two kinds,the ſe- 
aucers, and the Seauced. 

The Sedcers arc thole, that vnder alittle ſhewe of 
litterature,or vnder the pretence of being Trauellers, 
that they can ſay they haue bin in Sparn,or at Remes,or 
at Rome, or that haue bin Jeſuited, or that carrieth the 
marke of a Monk, of a Frier,or arunnagate Pricſt,that 
can but ſay a Maſle,or read our Ladics pſalter ; any of 
theſe thewes, any of theſe pretences, or any of theſe 
tytles, are enough to grace andcredita Dog, and not 
only to bring him into. venerable cſtimarion,and to 
be holily accounted of, bur to giue him that repurati- 
on amongſt the multitude, that he ſhall be beleened, 
andhe ſhall be beloued ; for men are commonly bele- 
ued, as they are bcloued, TEVA 

And theſe {educing ſpirits ynder a countertet ſhew 
ofholinefle. are ſtill Lora to-peruert the {1m- 
pler fort of his Maicſtics poore fubiects,to withdraw 
them from their duties, and ro arme them with all 
diſobedience and contempruous demeanour towards 
their Prince. S 

The ſecond kind of Papitts, that I hauc {a1d to bee 
ſeduced, arc.the vnlearned and 1gnorant fort, that are 
abuſed and mifled, by the onely inducements of thoſe 
counterfait Hypecrztes, thus formerly deſcribed, 

Now.,if therebe any comiſcration to bee had toa 
people that arc thus inchanted,thete are to be pitted. 
and t is for their lakes onely that I haue WG | 
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T he Deſcription 


theſe lines, the which if I woulde goe about to con- 
firme by any authoritie Fawne from the holy Scrip- 
tires, 1 know it would be to very litle purpoſe, when 
there 15no teſtimony thatcan be alledged, either tro 
Peter, or from Paule,or from any other of the Apoſt. 
or from Chriſt himſclte, that will be cither admitted 
or recetued againit the Pope. Whatſocuer I haue 
therefore related in this Deſcription, that may any 
wates concerne the Iriſh, I haue neither interred pre- 
{1dents, nor inforced other marter, but ſuch as they 
themſclues are beſt acquainted withall, and whar is 
molt trequent andconuerfant to their owue experi- 
ments. And there 1s not a Nation vnder the ſun, that 
are more apt to make collections of accidentes that 
ſhall happen,or that will ſoner refer them to preſage- 
ments of misfortune, then will the Iriſh. 

Andalthough our Papiſts of 1reland, are generally 
compacted of a dull metrall, that hath little fence or 
feeling bur of ignorance & arrogancy, yet thus quick 
ſighted they be, to looke into thoſe cuents that doth 
make nothing at all for their purpoſe, andare'ſtarcke 
blind on the other ſide, to diſcerne of thoſe matters 
that do eſpecially concerne themſclues. 

It they woulde but remember, what anumber of 
runnagate ſhakerels the Pope hath ſent fromtimeto 
time, Gen with his traſh : with his Bels,with his par- 
dons, with his Bleſsmegs, and with his Ban-bels, which 
they taketo be a ſtrong Superſedias againſt all perils 8 
dangers, what or whereſocuer ; tadvee if there were 
bur halte that ſanCtitic in them that they ſuppoſe, hey 


could not all miſcarrie, ſome ofthem wouldetake ct- 


fect; for - arc aſluredly perſwaded, that he that can 


but furniſh himſclte with a line holy-water, an holic 
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of Ireland. 


candle, an Aenus det, a paire of hallowed beads, or 
- with ſome ſuch other ot the Popes triukets, he is free 
from al misfortunes : & yet they haue ſeen the popes 
Holy-bannzy that was brought amongeſt them from 
Rome by D. Saunders,that holy embaſlador, ſent from 
che Pope, and they were per{waded, that where this 
banner was once Sholayed, the very tight of ithadde 
bin enough to haue diſmayed a whole army of deuils; 
bur this vaine hope of theirs coſt a number of Rebels 
lives, and ſenta many of Traitors heads to Dublin. 
They ſaw what becam of the Popes two holy pre- 
lates, Aiyn and Saunders, whom the Pope had AP 
fied and al-ro be-bleſſed : and chus hallowed, hee ſent 
them into Irelend, in aſhſtance of them that wer then 
out in Armes againſt their Prince, and they ſaw what 
became of them; the one was {lain in the field among 
anumber of other Rebels, and the other finiſheda 
traytorous life by a miſcrable death, anddiedin the 
Woodes, and as it was ſuppoſed, was deuoured by 
Woolues : but others fay, he died 1n the W ood Clan- 
_ partly thorough famine, andpartly ofthe Irith 
C | 
They haue ſeenc how many confederats,how ma- 
ny conſpiracies, how many practiſes of Treaſon hath 
bin plotted, hom many dereſtable exploits haue been 
vadertaken, yetall of them diſcouered, and the prac- 
riſers ſtil confounded,our filly Papiſts of Ireland haue 
not onely heard of theſe things with their cares, but 
ency themſelues haue likewiſe feenit with their cies. 
But they profite nothing, neither by hearing, nor in 
beholding : they can woonder at them, and: they can 
ſay with the Fe:ptrans, when they fawe the Miracles 


wrought by Moſes ; The fing: _ Godts here, but _y 


Ma ' 


AF” 4 J © 
a £/ PSI, 
Sx i 


G 


200946 a Oy mg T 


EW "WW 


q . k 
o 
\ 


Vs 


”. PIT 
[OI * F k 
BAS 
CF 
4 pa « 
i 


SF 3G 


Y .,vY, 


_— 
" Sith OT" ON Wn TY RR 
: FL jp 

* Et + _—— — 


FC.) 


P ti 
# , - 
. 4p 99 - 


Kar 6. i 


FW 
# 6 " 
L. . 
- ” —Y a — —_—_— F —_ - - > % w a ” -_ Þ - 4 
» . Pa ——_—_ = . 4 _— ys CONE ISS _ 
nas ate... £ PR 2 > — OF EE ro PE: ob " <—herg>—m—4 T - 
_- a 4 > © 
4 * =p + ao. EIN I Bo Wy OO © - «IG es ES” 4" ne. _—_—_— _ = 3 ha 5 R—__ » 
-—_ 


b . L #Þ ds Lad 2, « T —_ oo ye 4 =» - many h h- BE =, ah-* > " "_ ju 
: me CO RPTIN "" + , : dt ten . : | wy - 
" ; s I 2" ..” SAT SCALES an, + Det þ 4 Þ.4x* Wag 7 ey _ y FI 
Wenn OB 14 4-5-y Ys £546 +. 2: pra 4-4 at; TS EEE Ki py WER | "W's b- , Ls $3 JR v3 $9 , nk 
% af # < - "ug a, wad by » 
. "0 ? or. Ihr 20hes eat. 5 tt ets 3A, Aa 4. ; agg gen ee _ : 


4 
Sch 1 Ws +24 
”* $<+4 — 


+ lg p Ct > ME 
p s Fog > _— hy —_ -. 
Rr gy Hes ot fb er co tt 8 2 

- 
Sud ages er 


or 4 oo? © rut 4 
T4 4 7 
OAT ts mark hrs wx ned 7 ie he Pn he 


a : 
1 . G 
El ES _—_— is "IA . 
- Af ; 2 1 RD IG-20-7 0 : 
» —_—_—__— yo.” .* 


T be Deſcription 
haue no _ to repent, it doth bur harde their harts, 


it armeth them with deſpite both agaiaſt God, and 
againſt the Prince. 


CAP. XXI. 
The inconvenience of Poperie, how it hurteth in Iceland. 


lghrwenow iudge of the tree what it is by the 

fruit,or (as the Papiſts themſclues are accuſto- 

med) to deeme of all cauſes by their owne ef- 
fects, Popery couldnot hide it ſelte,but that it would 
appeare in it owne likeneflſe , loathlome to cuery cic. 
Bur it 1s very cafic for a man to winke at that, which 
himſelfeis vnwilling to ſec but if we would not bee. 
enemies to our own diſcretions, to diſcern of things 
with iudgement and reaſon, though reaſon it ſclte be 
bur a noeling inſtrument, andis many times miſled 
by our owne affe&ions, it could not yer lead vs ſo far 
aſtray,but it would vadoubtedly confirme vs,that po- 
perie is the onely plague-ſore, that hath ſo poyſoned 
Ireland. 

It is Popery thathath drawn the people from that 
confidence and truſt that they ſhould haue in God, 
to beleeue in Saints, to worſhip Idols, and to fly tro 
Gods mercy to other mens merits, and to ſet vppe a 
Pope-holy rightcouſneſle of their owne works. 

It is Popery that hath alienated the heartes of that 

cople, from that faith, fidelity, obedience, loue and 
Sai that is required 1n Subjects towardes theyr 
Soueraignes. 

It is Popery that hath ſet afoot ſo many rebellions 

in Ireland, that hath coſt the liues of multitudes, that 


hath ruyned that whole Realnſe, and made it ſubiect 


ro 


of Treland 


to the oppreſſion of Theeus, Robbers, ſpoilers, mur- 
therers, Rebels and Traitors, 

It is POPerys that hath ſtill hardened the hearts of 
ay people, as well againſt God as againſt all good. 
neſle. 

I hauc knowne Irelandlong , andI hauc heard of 
many odible exploices that hath beene accompliſhed, 
by Murther, by Rebellion, by Treaſon, and by many 
other villanies; but they haue beene euermore plot- 
ted,confpired, acted,and performed by Papiltes : Itis 
the Papilt that is ſtill the Authour,the vndertaker and 
the Executioner of all manner of villanies, how bar- 
barous, how cruell, or how odible ſocuer. 

God be thanked, reland was yet neuer ſo deſtitute, 
bur there hath been a number of good people natiues 
of that Countrey, that hath zealoutly and religiouſly 


protcſled the Goſpel,yerl never heard ofany of thole | 


that was cuer tainted, ſtained, or Yeteted with any 
of theſe capitall crimes : no, it belongeth to Popery, 
itis a parcell of the Popes doctrine ; tor hee auoweth 
it to be a worke meritorious, for any of his Diſciples 
to lic, to flatter, to counterteit, to di{cemble, or to 


entcr into any action, be it neuer fo baſe, bee itneuer | 
ſo abicct, be 1t neuer {o ſeruile, yer if they can by any ' 


oftheſe meanes compaſle a plot of villanie, they may 
doc it by preſcription, he giueth them Buls,he giuerh 
them Pardons, he giueth them Dtſpentarions. 

From hence it 1s, that the poore Popelings of Ire- 
land, de thinke there 15 no other high-way to Hea- 
uen, but that which leadeth by theſc damnable inde- 
nours, thus graced and countenanced by the Pope . 
And they .know againe well cnough, that his hohines 
1511 noting beter pleated, then in thote that willim- 
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- 1 "The Deſcription 

pugneand exploite againſt the Prince . The betrer 
therefore to countenance the matter,and to giue the- 
{clues oportunity, they pretend great loue and loyal- 
tic, they will proteſt ſubieCtion, perhaps they will go 
to Church and heare a Sermon, and what carethcy 
for raking of an oath which they never mean to keep, 
the Pope is able to forgiue all, and this is the vvay 
to giue them credit, whereby they may practiſe what 
they liſt, and how they hiſt,they know u well enough: 
Bur if I would goe aboutro inter preſidents, I might 
be infinite in example, to ſhew nl murthers, as 
maſlacres, what treacheries, and what Treaſons haue 
bin performed, which the 1riſþ could neuer haue been 
able ro hauc effected, but by that honeſt repole there 
hath bin had of their fidelicy,and by that countenance 
and credit that hath bin giuentHem by the Prince. 

It is by our truſt that they compaſle their treaſon & 
it 15 our ſuſterance that inableth them in all their miſ- 
chicte, and what they performe by fraud,by talſhood, 
by periury, by breach of faich and fidelity, 15 (till aſcrt- 
bed vnto them, for wit, for pollicy, for vali:nce, and 
is euermorereputed to their glory and our diſgrace. 

If I were demaunded of the drift of my lines where- 
vnto they tended, I couldnot well make aun{were on 
the ſuddaine, yet I haue a meaning; but I am brought 
intothe laborinth of the Metaphiſzckes, who wading in 
a matter paſttheirreach , woulde conclude cf ſome 
thing, but they know not what : I would approue by 
reaſons, that the Iriſh are not to bee truſted, becauſe 
they haue alrcady ſo often deceiued : AndyetI do re- 
prouemy felfc, for I know there be in Ireland, anum- 
ver of worthy ſubicQs that cannot bee dertetted, nor 
their fidelity and truſt to rheir Prince by any meanes 


x 
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of Ireland. 


impeached, and theſe doenor onelic deſerue to bee 
countenanced, but likewiſe ro bee cheriſhed yer the 
Traitor of Ireland, as well in words, in lookes, in ap- 
parance, and inthe whole courſe of his conuerſfation, 
doth ſo nearly reſemble and imitate the true meaning 


man,tharthey canot be diſcerned nor diſtinguiſhed by 


their outward ſhewes. It were therefore a deſperate 
matter (and of no fmall aduenture) ro commit atruſt 
to thoſe that are fo hardly diſcerned. 1 will therefore 
conclude nothing, yet I ay, for him that is a knowne 
Papiſt, I wouldneuer traſt his word, his promiſe, his 
vow, nor (ifir were for the Princes ſeruice) I would 
neuer truſt his oath, for Papiſts when they ſweare fa- 
ſeſt, they commonly lictatteſt. h | 

I haue diſcopered my felfe to the full, and although T 
haue thereby made my follic the more apparant, per- 
haps it may yet gine ſome little blaze of light to thoſe 
that bee wiſe, for wiſe men may learne more from 
fooles,tthen fooles from wiſe men : but the onely part 
to play the foq]c well, is amongſt fooles to ſeeme to 
be wiſe, yer I could bee contented to play the foole a 
little, and fo to be accounted amongſt our 7riſh Catho- 


likes,if they would vouchſafe, butto draw a litle ſpark 


of wiſedome from my oyer much folly. 

There were many matters more to be wiſhed for, but 
wiſhing inIreland 1s ourlsf date, and our Engliſh Re- 
cuſants do know it well enough ; they haue therefore 
ſo planted themſelues through cuery part of Ireland, 
that they are more pernitious in their example, then 
the Iriſh themſclues. | 

I may now conclude(andIhope with a good conſci- 
encc)chat the Popery ot Ireland,is the bar that exclu- 
deth all regard of duty, both to God and the King. 

| |_| On CAP. 
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The Deſcription 
CAP. XXII 


IWhether there be any poſciblity that the Iriſh ſhould maince- 
taine a warre agamſt the Kings Mateſty. | 


H E broiles that hath been ſtirred vp by Papiſts 

in Ircland are infinite, and they haue coſt the 

price of many mens liucs, and the expence of 
great ſummes of Treaſure. Rs 

Bur methinkes, it cannot be called a warre, that is 
maintained by Subiects againſt their Soucraignes : It 
15 tor Princes to make warre that are abſolute, not for 
Peſants thar are diſlolute : And for this Papiſtical ge- 
neration, that are euermore {cditiouſhe contending 
againſt their Soucraignes: I cannot do them ſo much 
credite, to ſay they mainetaine warres, but that they 
ſtirre vp tumults, diſcentions, vprores,commorions, 
inſurrections, and giuethem the beſt Titles that can 
bee applicd , and they are but rebellious, and they 
themſclues arcRebels & Traitors that do firſt vnder- 
take them. 

Now, that the 1r;{5 ſhould haue any meancs or a- 
bilitic to beare our a rebellion againſt our gratious 
King , Ithinkerthere is no Souldier ſo vnwile to at- 
fime it. : 

Wars arenot to be performed without Souldiers, 
nor {ouldiers can bee contained without pay ; for be- 
ſides men, Mony,Munition,armor,weapon,& anum- 
ber of other neceſlarics belonging to-Warre,there is 
neyther meanes to conquour, nor hope to defend. 

What may we now thinke of the Iriſh ; firſt cheir 

reateſt wealth, wherewithall to maintaine a warre, 
confiſteth in Ormeale and Butter : their wiſedome is 
Our 


of lreland. 
our ouer-ſightes, their ſtrength our ſufferance ; And 
they haue euer beene more beholding to their Eng- 
liſh friendes with their 1riſþ hearts, rhento their wit, 
rheir pollicie, their valiance, their wealth, orto any 
other thing that Itcland could aftoord them. 
 Theyare altogether, vnfurnithed of all manner of 
warlike neceſſaries, either fordefence or offence, nei- 
ther are they able ſo ro fortifie themſelues in any 
ground of aduantage,but that we are ſti] able to ferch 
them out by the eares, either by force or by engine : 
they cannot dealefo with the Engliſh : for they ha- 
uing neither Arrtillirieto batter, nor meanes to ap- 
proach, aſmall company of our Engliſh Souldiers 
will make good any place againſt the whole forces 
2 ou Iriſh, and although they be bur flenderly fortt- 
ed. :---:1 

AndI would but learne how it werepoflible for a 
3%) a8 (howe valiant or politique ſocuer) that hath 
neither Mint to make pay, ſhipping to tranſport.that 
hath no manner of prouiſion,no ſtore,nor ſtore-hou- 
{esturniſhed with Munition, Pouder, Shot, Peeces, 
Pikes, Armory, Weapons, nor with a number of 0- 
ther Ingines and Implements belonging to the Var, 
without the which, a warre cannot bee maintained 
They haueno prouiſion for cariages, but what them- 
ſelues are/able to carry vpon their backes, neither are 
ay able to leauy new forces, nor haue they meanes 
to ſupple their olde, with conuenient neceflaries be. 
longing to an Army . Now if it bee poſſible, that a 
people thus diſtitute, ſhould beable ro wage Warre 
againſt ſo mightic and puiſſant a Prince, Iwillnener 


rruſt experience againe ſo long as1 liue. Butlervs' 


looke into their abilitic, what they are able co per- 
| 1; forme 
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The Deſcripticn 

forme in theday of fight, and norwirhſtanding that 
I can take no exceptions to their ability of body, yet 
being neither armed,with Corfler,nor Pike{nort in a- 
ny conuenient number nor in able ſort) by this defect 
they are not able tro make a ſtand vpon- any firme 
ground,whereourhorſ-men are cither able to charge 
or chace them, neither ate they able ro indure the ir - 
counter of our armed Pikes : ſo that vpon any equall 
ground, that yelderh no other aduantage then the 
vertue or valiance of him that doth command, and 
where Horſ-men & toore-men may be both brovght 
to ſerue, the Jriſþ are not able to abide. 

The Horſe-men of Jreland ; againe, are not fit to 
ſcruc inthe time of fight, neither againſt Horſe nc x 
toore, vmll it doth come to a flat running retraitc, 
and then in achace they are good for execution, out 
otherwiſe, they can ſtard inhtle ſteede. 

The reaſon is, by defe&t of their appointment, for 
they are armed with a Skull, a Shirt of Maile, anda 
Staife, which as they vſe to cary, is of no ſeruice, but 
for execution in achace: and their Horſe likewiſe,be- 
ing as {lightly furniſhed with a Padde, wherein the 
. Rider hauicg neither Stirrops nor ſtay, no otherwiſe 
then it he ſhoud fir on the bare Horſe backe, is rhere- 
forc quickly vnhorlcd and eaſcly ouerthrowne. 

I might farther inlarge, how they are not able to 
vphold any Garriſons, nor to maintaine a Camp, nor 
yet to conteine themſclues in any company , Onc 
whole wecke together, bur that they muſt berake 
themſclues ro their Woods, to their Bogges, andto 
their ſtarting holes, | 

I know 1 thall bee incountered heere with preft- 
dentes, andrhey will tell mc ofmore then twenty ſe- 


_uerall 


— 


of Freland 
ucrall Traitors, that hath maintained Rebellions a- 
gainſ(t our late gracious Queene: what ſums of mo- 
ney they haue ſpent her; how many men they haue 
conſumed hir, and yet how little ſhe preuaild againſt 
- them, notwithſtandivg hr great expence, & the mas 
ny yeares expiredin their purſute, 

To the end thertore, to make diſcouery why there 
was no berrer ſerujce performed, L will vnrip thoſe 
occafions, that were the lets and impediments : the 
which being made manifeit, tnay giue ſome light for 
his Maicſhcs tuture ſcruicein that Realm, and there- 
foreI hope nor altogither vaneceſſary. 


CHAP. XXIIL 
Of thoſe lets and impedimentes that defeated her Ma- 
teſtic, in htr ſermces azarnſt the Iriſh. 


T is not vnknowne to all the world (I am ſure) in 

what magnificent manner ourlate gracious Lucene 

behaued her fclfe againſt rhe King of Sparye, the 
Monarch of this part of the world,that hath kingdomes 
at command, = hath Jzdies vpon Tagres, borh of (1]- 
ucr and Gold to make pay to Souldiers, and to bearc 
his expences : that had the prime choyce of skilfull 
Caprtaines, and of Martial men ofal forts that Ewrope 
could aftord, that left no practiſe vnatempted,that ci- 
ther Sparme, Rome, or Hell it felte could plot or con- 
ſpire. Andall this (and much more then 1 haue ſpo- 
ken of) imployed for many yeares together, to haue 
ruined and ſubuerted this worthy Princefle whom he 
ſo much maligned:but ſhe,nor only preuented him in 


all his purpoſes, but ſhe many times incountredhim, 


alwell by Sea as by Land, and triumphed in fcuerall 
| | } 
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T be Deſcription 


notable vitories, and ſeuerall exploytes performed 
againſt him, ſometimes ar home in his owne domini- 
ons, yea almoſt at his owne Court gates. 

y then (will ſome ſay) if her Maieſtic were a- 
ble to performe ſo much againſt ſo mighty an enemy 
as the King of Spaine,why could ſhe not finde meanes 
to fuppreſſc the Rebellions offo baſe and beggerly a 
people as the Jriſh, that are ſo lightly accounted of. 

I anſwere, becauſe ſhe was neuer fo ſoundly adui- 
ſed, nor faithtully Counſelled how to proſecute the 
Iriſh, as ſhe was to incounter the Spaniard. 

It will bee yet againe replyed, what might be the 
reaſon thather Maicſtic ſhould bee better aduiſed a- 
gainſt the Spanizra, then againſt the Iriſh ? Alas, who 
15 ignorant of the cauſe, it is well enough knowne, 
that there was neuer any great _— berweene the 
Engliſh and the Spaniſh, vnleſle alittle berweene Mer- 
chantes for trade andtrafhique. But her Maicſtic had 
nota Counſcller in Eneland,that was a Spaniard born, 
or that was combined with the Spaniſb,curther by Mar- 
riage, either by foſtering, either by goſſiping, _— 
any other meanes wherby to canfirme loue & friend- 
ſtip betweene them : bur as they were all noble and 
honocable perſonages,ſo they were firme and aſſured 
alwell in their TU! 4 ro their Prince, as in their loue 
to their Countrey, and therefore in all their Coun- 
{clles and conſultations, they more reſpected the ho- 
nour of their Prince,and the good of their Countrey, 
then they did their owne priuate profits. 

Now in #eland, there were diuers belonging to the 
Counſcll table, who although they were ot Engliſh 
birth, they were yet {o linked and combined with the 
Inifh, afwell by Marriage, as by many other means, 
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of Freland 99 
that] neuer knew ſo arrant a Traiter in Ireland, that 
was deſtitute of Engliſh friendes, that would vnder- 
rake in his behalte, yea although he were our in open 
rebellion, that, they durſt not apparantly aduenture, 
yetby ſecret meanes and praGtiſes, they would both 
itraine themſclues and try their friendes, to helpe out 
a Traitor when it cam to a pinch, 

Of this combination betweene the Engl and 
the 1riſb, I might ſpeake more then perhaps would 
bee thought neceſlary to bee openly publithed; and 

. it ſbould teeme, that our progenitors many ages ſi- 

'thens, finding out the inconueniences, what hurt it 
did, ſecking meanes therefore to preuent it, they eſta- 
bliſhedby at of Parlament, that no man of the 1r1ſþ 
birth, ſhould hauc charge or bee putin truſt, with 
any Caſtle orplace fo:tified, belonging to the Prince, 
They were likewiſe prohibited, from duuerſe principal 
affaires, and amongſt theſe prohibitions, the Eng- 
liſh were ikewile inioyned, neither to Marry, foſter, 

| nor combine with the 1r:fþ. 

I thinke our aunceſtors were not more carefull, 
then we be now, bur it ſhould ſceme, they imployed 
their Earcs berter then we do now. 

Amonglt _ reaſons that might bee rende- 
red, why the Engliſh ſhould bee ſo indeuouring 
| and helping to the Iriſh, there bee three eſpeciall rea- 
fons,more umporting then thereſt. 

The firſt, is grounded vppon foreſight or proui- 
dece,for thoſc of the Engliſhthat haue ſettelled them- 
ſclues with Landes or liuinges in the Countrey, do 
| finde it to bee a matter of approucd policy, to com- 
| binc with thoſe of the Iriſh, that arc molt likelieſt 
| . Pa LO 
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The Deſcription 


to play the Traitors, eſpecially, it they bee bounding 
or lotdiieg vpon hun : tor he thinketh by theſe mea- 
nes,not onely to ſaue his lands and tenementes from 
the [poyle of the party himſelte that is moſt likelic to 
endanger him bur alſo by being inleague and fricnd- 
thipwt tuch a one, that 1s bur in the ſtare and conditi- 
on of a demy-Traitor; that is, halte in, and halfe our, 
he hopeth by his meanes {o much the rather to ſcape 
ſcot-tree, from the {poile of others: from which con- 
ccit of theirs, this prouerbe doth arile : That it is 800d 
to have a Rowlandfor an Olyuer : or atter our Engliſh 
interpretations a Theefe to encounter a Theefe., 

A ſecondreafon, that induceth the Engliſh to bee 


ſo vndertaking for the Iriſh, is grounded vpon conft- 


deration, peraduenture ſome hundred Cowes, ſome 
times more, and ſometimes lefle : for guitts and pre- 
ſci/ts, though they confilt but in Cowes, in horſe, or 
inrcady money it felte, will be recejued, and hee that 


| knoweth howe to ſteale trom oue,and whar to giue 


to another, ſhall find triends, 

Now, a third reaſon, and that which moſt infor- 
ceth the Engliſh to ſtaad fo firme forthe Trifh,is, tor 
that it concernes our owne free-hold : for wee are {0 
linked and combined with them, what by marryeng, 
what by foltring, and what by one meanes or other, 
that we muſt not ſcethem quaile, wee mult not ſee 
them confounded bur their hurts will be to our own 
detriments itnor of our ſclues,yer of our children. of 
our brethren, of our Coſines, of our wiues, ot our a- 
lies, of our triends,or of fome other ſuch of our fami- 
lies, as we mult put to our helping handes, wee mult 
not feerhem vrrerly ouerthrowne. 

Vhiho will demand now, how the Iriſh hauec vom 

j- | alc 


of Ireland. 

able ſo to dally with their Priuce,& to continue their 
rebellions as in times paſt they haue done, when they 
have bin ftill bolſtered gut by the Engliſh, when they 
haue had ſuch friends, that (if rhey could not preuaile 
in Ircland)durſt aduenture tro write into-England, yea 
ſometimes to rhe Queene hir ſelfe, and vnder thoſe 
plauſible tears of profit andpollicic, would per- 
{wade, what aſparing it would be, both of money & 
of mens liucs, that a Traytor that had committed in- 
finice ſpoiles, and ſpent hir Maieſtic huge ſummes.of 
money,ſhould be brought in by compoſition, by par- 
don or by protection, and how many waics it would 
be auaileable to hir Highneſſe, thathe ſhould be re- 
cciued to/mercic. 

And how many of theſe haue I knowne, that after 
they had recciuedall theſe tanours, and hauuing again 
ſtrengthened and enabled themſelues, hauc watched 
their oportunities, burto commit new ſtealths, and 
to execute ſomother actions of villany, and thus go- 
ng out againe, haue been ten times more chargeable 
then they were atthe firſt, 


CHAP. XXIL.. 


Of Pardons and Prote(tions, how bartfullin Ireland. 


SIneuer knew the Iriſh to want Engliſh trends 

that did vphold them ſo they are netier deltitute 
againe of ſome others,to procure them pardos, 
This Port-ſale of pardons, hath been the vrter wil- 
doing of Ireland : for what betweene thoſe pardons 
that were ſent from the Pope, and the other againe 
that were obtained fromthe Prince, cucry Iraytor, 


euery Rebell, euery murtherer, eucry Theete & cuc- 
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T be Deſcription 
ry Robber, might pur in praQtiſe what he liſted, with- 
out dread or danger, for the Pope he diſpenſed on the 
one {1de, and theQueene ſhe pardoned on the other, 
_ andthus berween them (as time and occaſion ſerued) 
it was holden for the high way to preferment, for a+ 
man to play the traitor,and ro ſtirre vp Rebellion:for 
he thatwas found to be moſt dilligent, moſt daunge- 
rous, and moſt deſperate, inthe execution of Trea- 
fon, ſhould not onely bee ſure to haue apardon, bur 
hee ſhould bee likewiſe gratified with a penſion, or 
ww foe daily pay, from out ofthe Princes Co- 

Crs. 
| Now, who would forbeare to be a Traitour, or a 
Rebell, or a Theefe, or to enter into any miſchicfc 
whatſocuer,that could ſtilwarrant himſclfc a pardon 
for a few ſtolne Cowes? 

This generality of pardons and protcCtions, did 
much harme in Irelandfor they ſtill gaue encourage- 
ment to the ill diſpoſed to aduenture of any enter- 

riſe, and to do any maner of villany what themſclues 

iſted, andthere wanted not thoſe that werefauorites 
and followers tothe Lord @& pal, fu were {til hun- 
ting after ſutes, that obtained both Pardons and pro- 
ecCtions, and manie other Grants, that were fo pre- 
judiciall vnto the ſcruice of our late gracious Queen, 
that ſhe had been berter to haue giuen them ſtipends 
of ſome thouſandes by the yearc to haue maintained 
them in England, wi then to haue ſuffered them 
ro haue _ {uch Trafhque in Ircland, as they didat 
that time. 

As theſe Pardons were the onely encouragements 
to giue daring Traitours to attempt againſt their 
Prince, to they were againe the veric caulc of diſmay, 


whereby 


of treland. 


whereby to terrifie the ſubie&fromrhe ſeruice of his 
Soueraigne : for whena Traitour was our in rebelli- 
on,thoſc that were bordering vpon him,thar had beſk 
knowledge in the ſtrength and taſtneſle of his Coun- 


trey, dur{t neuer ſerue againſt him;for they knew wel 


enough that there was not aRebell i Ireland ſo foo- 
liſh, but that he had Engliſh friends ro procure him a 
pardon, and then they wereſure thatthe winding vp 
would be (as it hath beene in many other things)that 


he that ſho!d oppoſe himſclfro ſeruc his Prince faith. 


fully, ſhould beeleft to rhe ſpoile of a Traitour, who 
hauing once made his owne peace by pardon or pro-= 
tection, would luetc be reuenged of as many as had 
ſcrued againſt him. 

Is it now ſo much to be wondered at, that her ma 
ieſtic could have no better ſeruice performed againſt 
her Rebelles inIrceland, when by her ouer much cle- 
ws ihee defeated her ſelfe of their ſeruices, that 
were beſt able to ſtand her in ſtead. 

I might ſpeake further of Pardons,that hath beene 
many wates more preiudicial,then I haue ſet downe : 
but I wil conclude, That fo long as there are any par- 
dons tobe hoped for in Ireland, ſo long there will be 
Traitors in Ireland: and ſolong as a proclaimed trai- 


NH (hall be able to compaſle cither pardon or prote- 


{Qtion, ſo long the Prince ſhall haue no ſeruice perfor- 


med againſt any Rebell, ether by Engliſh or Iriſh, 
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| that arc dwelling ncere about him, and that can beſt 
| {crue vponhim, 
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[ 04 The Deſert ption 
CHAP. XXVy. 


Of che dallying out the time of ſervice, and the delayes of 
Ircland. | 


Here 15 nothing wherin onr Engliſh policy hath 
beene more ouer-reached, then in munnaging 
the W arres againſt the Jrzſþ, that were ſUll pro- 
ſecured with delayes,and dallying out the time with 
deludivg parlies (which they teartvcd times of Seſ/a- 
tion) but vnder thoſe coloured-treatics, and countcr- 
faite rruces, though weelet ſlippe borh time and oc- 
caſion, yer the enemy forgat nor to take all aduanta- 
ges.For in thoſe dallying times of theirdeluding par- 
lies, the Rebels recouercdConarghe, they tooke Eniſ- 
kaline, Monohan, the Blackwatre ; they ſupplied thena- 
{clues with Wine,with A4quavite, with 7 porwyevrl 
Weapon, with Powder, with Shot, and with all 0- 
ther neceſlaries wharſocucr they wanted, from al the 
parts of Ireland; yea, from out of Dublne it (elte. 
ThePreſidents are innumerable , what practiſes 
haucbeecne performed in the time of parlies, And as 
Alexander wold not admit of any of hef cnight-ſtoln 
- victories, ſo amongſt the Romarnes,thele entertaining | 
ot Truces was baniſhed as an enemy to their ancienef 
proceedings, who were ſtill deſirous to fight by Ver- 
cue, butnot by deceipr. | 
He only is 1ndged to be overcome, that 5 nor van- 
quiſhed by craft, nor by fraud, nor by fortune, nor by 
chance, but oncly by mecre valiance. 
__ Therimehath beene, when it was neucr deemed 


to be a worthy victory, where the enemies courages 
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of Ireland. [-... 


were not daunted by true valiance and magnanimitie. .* 
Bur for the ſeruices in Jrelaxd, reſt 1s euermore 
dangerous then raſhneſle, and although it bee a foule 
| impuration for a Commander, to be reputed headie 
or haire-brain d, yet amongelſt the 171/þ , expedicion 
that is ſometimes vnſcaſonubly taken, is more auaile- 

able, and hath euer concluded with better ſucceſle, 

then this temporziung & trifiing out the time with 
- delayesand 4c/uſions. or, the Rebel of Ireland, muſt 
p haueno leiſure to take his breath he muſt be hunted 
like the Fox that is new rowuzed from his den, he muſt 
be chaſed from Couert to Couert; and ply him thus 
Y bur one three Weekes or a month, and you quaile his 
courage, his edge is taken off, and his pride is ſodainly 
abated.Bur would ye hauea preſident,let me pur you 
in minde of the Traitour Odougherty, one of the Gal- 
lants of the North of Ireland , a Champion of ſuch 
worthineſle, that thePapiſts were in great hope,that 
he would haue prouedno lefle then atecond 7yrone; 
but will you ſee what became of this mirrour of mag- 
nanimity, he compaſſed a plot of Treachery, and of 
Treaſon both, but ſuch a plor as he could neuer haue 
6 effected, but by the truſt that was repoſed in him by 
| the Engliſh. For this is the ground worke of all their 
| villanics : we aduance them, wee countenance them, 
__*.  , wecreditthem, and wee inable them ; and this truſt, 
and this confidence which we repoſe in them, giucrh 
them matter to worke ypon ; and by this meanes, O- 
dougherty performed his enterpriſe withour reſiſtace, 
38 _ as heneuer ſtrooke ſtroke tn the exploiting of 1:15 
villany, ſo heneuer ſtrooke ſtroke after, till his heade 
was taken of, neither durſt he euer ſhew his face aftcr, 
| ' but in woods and Bogges,where hc thouvg!:t to catch 
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7 he Deſcription 

no harme, We ſec hcre the Cifterence between expe- 
dition and delay, for as Gdougherty was ſpedy in the 
execution of his milchite, thc Lord Deputy made as 
quicke a yy 2 tor the proſecution > 36g ,and 
makingea ſpeciall choice ofa celeQted company for 
the following of that ſeruice, there was one amongſt 
the reſt (fir Thomas Ridgway by name) who of a volun- 
tary diſpoſition (without weeting or knowledge of 
his deareſt fricndes) conucicd himiclte from his own 
houſe, and cam to the place of ſeruice with the for- 
moſt man, and with the like ſp ecde heſo perfuedthe 
Rebellcs with ſuch 1udgement, valiance and induſtry 
(and many times with a tarre lefle company then the 
Kebclles were in number)rhat they expecting a more 
lciſurable purſure, ſuch as Tirone = other Traytors 
had had before them { being now depriued of that 
hope) they begane to faint at the firſt, and were ina 
ſhorr ſpace as eaſely ſurpriſed. +» 

Seditiondurſt neuer yet attempt any thing valiant- 
ly. and the multituce, hath cuer had more courage - 
to rebell then to fight, 

Now to be ſhort, it was the expedition of the Lord 
Depmty and the dilligence of the 7rea/urer, that brake 
the neck of this rebellion in a much ſhorter time then 
hath been acuſtomed : And as this preſident of theirs 
may giue a further light for his Maieſties future ſer- 
uice, ſo by this it may appeare, that if the 7ri/þ be wel 
followed with a direct courle,they arc of no ſuch abi- 
lity,as ſome jgnorant men haue dreamcd &bclecucd. 
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of Ireland. 107 
CAP. XXVI. 


How Tyrone was ſtill ſupplyed with Souldiors, and all 
othey prouiſions for warre, as the Lucenes charges. 
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He greateſt matter reputed to bee inthe 7riſþ in | 
times palt was this, they had Trechery to con- if 
_ tra{t a plot of Treaſon, and wit to conceale till if 
they had performed it, and that being once effected, | | 
their greateſt courage atterwards, whereby to main- "= - 
| caine their Traiterous attempts,confiſtcd in the hope : f | 
-&E 


of apardon ; inthe meane time, they kept themſclues 
like foxes in their dennes, and wee hunting andferri- 
ting after them, if ſometimes by caſualey,we fortuned 
to light vpon thein,they truſted berrer to their heeles 
then they did to their handes. | 

It will be fayed, thatthe Jr in the time of Tyrones 
Rebellion, ſhewed themſclucs ro bee ment berter 
worth, then | doſcemie to account of them. And it 
15 truth,that in that Rebelhon of Tyrones, they pur the 
Queene to a great expence of Treaſure, and continu- 
ed the watre amuch longer time then hath tormer- 
ly beene accuſtomed; bur how ir cam to paſle, that 
the 1r;/þ were ſo inabled on the ſodaine, to maintaine 
their Rebellion, and to continue it as they did, whe- 
thcritwere by any new ſupply cither ot ſtrength, co- 
rage, force, or fortune, or by any other ability either 
of body'or minde, inſpired or intuſed into rhem more 
then their predeceſſors haue had before them, this 
wouid beknowne, Andthis I thinke were got vnne- 
| ccſſary to be deſcouered. 

I will not ſpeake how Throne was befrended by the 
Englith, neither will I make any repetition, how the | 
| Engliſh ſoukliois were generally entecblea & wa, of BY 
4 | 5 he LAN DRE = 
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T he Deſcription 
ſo weake. that they were not able to perform a good 
daies march (I willnot ſay how it came lo to paſle, 
bur it is well cnough knowne that ſoit was:) Andal- 
though that this penury wherewith our Eng. troops 
were thus pinched, had been enough to hauc abated 


the courages of the moſt able minded men, yet that 


was not it that made Tyrone ſo potent as hee ſhewed 


himſelfe, nor that did ſo much enable him againſt his 
Prince. 
The marter that ſtrengthened him, was the conti- 


nuall ſupplies, alwell of men as of munirion, armor, 


weapon, powder, ſhot, hee was ſtill furniſhed with 
Souldiors, rcady armed and trained at her Maicſties 
coſts and charges, and it was hir Maicſtics purſe thar 
releeued him from time to time, with thoſe ſupplies, 
that he himſelfe (otherwiſe) had neuer becne able to 
haue compaſled. 

Our Aunceſtors many yeares fince, that had ſome 
ſpeculation inthe Iriſh diſpoſition, foreſecing well 
enough the danger that might inſue,by training them 
vp inany warlike diſcipline, thinking to preuent the - 
inconuenience; they ordained by ſtatute,thatno En- 

lI:iſhmany ſcruing inthat Countrey with command, 
Nould retainc into his Company of one hundred ſol. 
diors, aboue three lriſhman at the vemoſt, and theſe 
were entertainedrather for guides then tor any other 
expectation that was ho for by their ſcruice. 

Whilſt theſe obſeruations were charily oblcrued, 
the Iriſh wer not ableto make any encounter againſt 
the Prince :.and Ireland was able (not Lomas 
it 9'vne expences, but allo to contribute to the prin- 
ccs Cofers, ſometwenty or thirty thouſand pounds, 
per An, as appearcth by auncient recordsthar arc yer 
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By this wee might conclude, that it is better for 
waytaring men, to treade thoſe tracts already traced 
out to their handes, then to lecke vnknowne waies, 
that if they do not ſometimes leade aſtray, are ſure at 
all times to leade the furtheſt way abour: tor if thoſe 
Preſidents left by predeceflors, had bin by vs as care- 
fully obſerued, as they were by them wiſely preſcri- 
bed, the rebellious ſort of the 12 had not beene ſo 
wel inabled to haue maintaind their rebelions,as now 
of late they haue done : But Tyrone was the man that 
the Iriſh did extoll, and Tyrone was the man that was 


_ ro his Engliſh friends ; hee was beholding 


to thoſe deluding parlies, to thoſe deccitfull times ot 


ſeſſafion , that gaue himſtill opporwnity to helpe 
himſelte by many aduantages: ſometimes when hee 
was driuen (as it were) to the very lalt gaſpe,& when 
he was not longer able to hold our, then there was a 
parle procured : by means whereof, he releeued him- 
{clfe with all manner ofneceſlaries, and wouldlightly 
enterpriſe ſomething, that was both ro the difaduan- 
tageand diſhonour of the Prince, 

I haue already made mention of a preſcripr, where- 
in our Engliſh Captaines were inioyned, that in cue- 
ric company of one ws; hag” ſhouldnot retaine 
aboue two or three that wereof the Irith birth, bur 
during the whole ſeaſon of Tyrones rebellion, there 
were oak companies, that for cucric three ot the, 
Enelſh, there were three and twentie of the Jriſþ; and 
ro ſpeake truely, it might haue beene called a fpeciall 
and achoiſe company,that hadnot three 1ri/tor one 
Engliſh. How it If out that our Englith Caprtaines 
were thus inclined to cntertaine the Iriſh, and to dil- 
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[2306 The Deſcripticn 


charge the Engliſh, I ſhallnot neede to make relati- 
on; there was a reaſon why, but they raked vp all the 
Iriſh that were to bee gorten, that there was not 2 
Horſe-Boy leftinthe Countrey,but he was armed 8 


trained, and when hee had commitced inſuftcrable 
{poiles, away he went to the cuemy, 


The Rebels themſclues ſent as many Rogues as they 
were able to procure, to be thus armed and trained, 8& 


to watch their oportunity to performe ſome cxploir - 
of villanic, and {o to make their returne. 


Beſides this, there were whole companies of the 
Iriſh raifed at hir Maieſties coſts and charges, & that 
reccjued her daily pay,thatwere as arrant Traitors.as 
any were with the Rebels, and committed as manic 
ſpolles, killing and burning onely excepted. 

All rheſe, al furniſhed Tyrone with daily ſupplics 
of Souldiers that were thus armed and traincd at her 
Maieſties charge, ard he had the like helpes to fupply 
himſelfe with many other wants, but elpecially wit 
powder and ſhot, wherwith he w as ſtil relecued trom 
out the Queenes ſtore; ſomrimes by thoſe 1-;ſþ bands 
'and companies, that made more prouiſion for the re- 

bels, thenthey did for themſclues. 
Sometimes again by ſome Gentlemen of the coun- 
trey, who vnder the pretence of making themſclues 
; ſtrong againſt the Rebelles, woulde fetch out of the 
ueenes ſtore, Powder, Shot, Armour, Weapon, 
and what beſides was ihere to be had, wherwith they 
ſtill \upplicd Tyrone, who otherwiſe had neuer becne 
able to haue maintained one gooddaics fight. 
I might yer ſpeake turthcr, how that cucry ped- 


ling fellow that kept a Shoppe, was ſuffered to ſell 
Peeces, Powder,Swords,and fuch other implements 


a — 
— 4. ali LL 
% % 


: 
of Ireland, 271 $ 
s 
of War, not allowable for cuery manto ſell, & (con- $10 
fidering the ſtate of the Countrey) nor ſufferable for he 
cuery man to buy, | Li + 
I will heere couclude, how all that eztraordinarie | is < 
Wiſedome, pollicie, and valignce, that was attribu- $18 
ted vnto Tyrone, was but our ouer-fights, our negli- | [$/:118 
gences, and our winking at that which was apparant 4s 
vnto euerie Viſe mans eyes : and etthe /r1h proiedt $116 
vato themfſclues what they liſt (] ſay) if Tyrone had - |» 
| beene as well hunted after as Odouzherty was, he muſt 3:16 
haue come vnto the verie {clfe-ſlame Market that 0- | \B 
doughertic did. 418 
That the Iriſh are move daunzerous then neceſſary for his 81 
Mateſties ſeruicein Ireland, in 
| | oe: 
Neuerread of any ſuch pollicie, where a rebellious J |: 
| wr , that were eueric day readic to reuoult F: 
from their dutie vnto their Soueraigne, ſhould be bit 
permitted to exerciſe chivalry, or ſhould be inured | i 
with the practiſe of Armes : but I could ſer downe i! 
anumber of preſidents, how prudent and pollitique bl 
Princes, when they hauc beene ſo continually vexed it 
and vrged by rebellious Traitors, haue not only pro- bi +0 
hibited them from the vfe of weapons, bur haue allo g: 74 
reſtrained and deprived them from all manner of Lit 
ratiſes appertainingvnto Warre, by the ſcuerity of F! 64) 
pan | | | hy 
I knowe amongſt the Nobilitic of Ircland, = 
At 
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 TheDeſeriptin 
hath beene (as there are ſtill) manic honourable per- 
{ons (& 1o there are of manie other Gentlemen) that 
withour all doubt are as forward,as readic,and as wil- 
ling to ſerue their Prince,as any other whoſocuer.But 
to {peake truely,fithence I haue knowne Ircland,I ne- 
uer knew anic of the Nobllitie of that Realme, that 
was able to pertorme anie ſeruice (that was woorth 
the ſpeaking oft) with their owne Countrey-men, in 
the behalte ot their Prince, nonot againſt a mean Re- 
bell : fucha one as ina priuatequarrell, durſt nor litte 
vppea ſwordagainſt anie Noble man, thatdid dwell 
neer or border vp6 him. Andthis is a matter to be ad- 
mired,that any thred-bare Rebel ſhould be ſo apt and 
hardie to oppoſe againſt the Prince, and fo timerous 
againe to oftenda Nobleman of his owne Countrey : 
and it isnolefle ſtrange, that euery Nobleman of Ire- 


land ſhould be potent enough to "ig 


ight his owne cau- 
ſes againſt anie of that ragged rabþle, that dares but 


look awry vpon him(as I could ſhew may preſidents) 
and can pertorme nothing in the ſcruice ot his prince, 
no n2tagaiuſt the moſt baſeſt Raſcall, that cuer mar- 
ched i 4 the Title of a Rebcll. 

The Miſterie of this matter is eaſie to be decided, 
for although I know that amongeſt the Nobilitic of 
Ireland, therebeſomethat would be both willing & 
deſirous to do the Prince vnfained ſeruice in their $ 
own perſons, yet they themſelues know well enough 
that they ſhall neuer be followed in thoſe indeuours : 
their owne houſhold ſeruantes would faile them in 
ſuch acaſe, and hee that could bring a thouſand fol- 
lowers into the field,in an ation of Rebellion; is not 
able to bring one hfidred, intheſeruice of his Prince: 


| they are fo yowed and proteſted tothe Pope, that 


of Freland 3 WE 
they will not be induced to ſerue their prince, at rhe 1cair- qi | 

wile, not in that duerc{pc& of loue, that fubiects are bond 
and doc owe vnto their Soueraignes, Perhaps in fom.pti- 
uate quarrell between themſelnes, they may perform form 
exployr the one againlt theorher, bur it ſhall be don mote 
in retenge vi rheir owne mallice, then for any loue they 
oweto the ſeruice. There is nothing, wherein the Jriſh do 
tore priuily deride ys, then int!11s conceit that we haue of 
cheir h:Jpe:& rherfore they hane hatched vp this pretty in- 
tergatory : {Where was it euer knowne, that one wolfe woulde 
prey vpon another. And ic hath cuer beene thought a moſt 
daungerous thinge, to haue friendes and enemies both of 
one Nation. Bur I know the Iriſh did never want friends, 
to perſwade har their ſeruice is verie behoouctull : it may 
ſometimes ſei uc indeed, to help to top a gap,bur I anſwer 
ic will ſhortly aftet break down the whole hedge, atidir is 
but a madde part for him that would defend an cntry, to 
ſhut vp the wicker, andthen (et ope the great gate. 

The Iriſh do but betray the ſeruice and ftrengrhen the 
enemic (I ſpeake ofthe multirude)and to haue them tray- 
ned as hererofore they hane bin, (efpecially thoſe rhat are 
| ſo muchadditted to the Pope) I fay it is dangerous, and a 

eroſſe ouerſight. I haut hitherto diſplaied, (though nor 
all that I know) yet ſo mnchas I think neceffary,the which 
althottgh icpleaſe not all, yer F wotld bee glad it ſhoulde 
prone profitable toſome, TI haue bur glancedat things, by 
iuing thema touch and awaie, which1f I ſhouldeintarge 
Bi as they deferne, I might write a whole volame in folio. 
The vertue of things 1s not ſo much it their niagnirade 
as intherr qualirie, and fo likewiſe of reaſon, which beeing 
wrapped in a few words, haue the beſt rongue. 
My purpolejsroprofit, norto ptcafe ;to intice, not to 
intrap zro councell, notto controle om I rather deſire » 
make 
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The Deſcription 


makemy friends penitent, then leaue them inſolent. 


I have directed my lines but to the torming of good 
manners, and moderating of aſtcCtions, and who can be 
filent in theſe marters here handled,it he loue his prince. 
And yet I know, that nothing can bee ſo well or proui- 
dently ſpoken, but mallice will inde matter whereat to 
carpe and repine : yet I hope my good intent will be the 
rather born with al,in that I do but ſet down precepts of 
goodcouncell, but not decrees to be reſolued on. 

I hope it will be accepted ofby ſome, that will reape 
profit by it, and find fir aduertiſements andexamples for 
chem to imitate : which if it doe, I ſhall thinke my time 
andlabor the better beſtowed: it otherwiſe, my care is 
theleſſe, becauſc it hath contented wy ſelte, inkeeping 
me from Idlenefle. 

But I know ſome will ſay, it were as good beydle, as 
il] occupied: Tis true, There is no endeuour wherein a 
man may buſic himſelte, that is more diſtaſtfull then the 
writing of books (eſpecially if they be ofareprehending 
humor) bur it is to thoſe that haue guilty conſciences, 
bur to men of pure and honeſt life, they little force what 
any man cancuther write or ſpeake againſt them. 

I may ſpeake ſomething by experienee, for I my ſclfe 
haue been miſtaken, and am reputed to bee an open ene- 
my to 7reland, and all but for writing a Booke,entituled, 
The Suruey of Ireland, wherein I haue Jabourcd nothing, 
bur the diſcouery of the Pope. 

Bur ſuch is the malignity of Papiſts, that they cannot 
indure to haue their Idolatry checked, no not with pre- 
ſidents and examples that are drawn fromthe holy ſcrip- 
Lures. | 

Certaine Pagans offering onreagions violence toa 
Religious Chriſtian,mocking andvpbraiding him tor his 


Religion, 


of lreland. 


Religion, rhey asked him inthe end, what profite hee 

had by his Chriſt: Is not this afingalar profit, quorh 
he, Not to be moued with your bitter wordes, but to 
pardon and forgiuethe wronges you do vnto me. 

I anſwer with the Chriſtian : Let the Papiſts ly and 
(lander how they. lift, I thanke God, I am taught by 
the ReligionI profefle, to pur vp all wronges and in- 
rings. a0. they can offir vnto mee, andnort 
only to forgiue them their vpbraiding and deprauing 
of me, but alſo pray to God that heewoulde ſo open 
their cies, that they may ſee the right way of their 
ſaluation. 

I hope there isno man that will accuſe me of par- 
ciality, to ſay I haue more forborn to ſpeake againſte 
the follies of the Engliſh, thenagainſt the manners & 
cuſtomes of the Irith : or that I doe otherwiſe diſtin- 
guiſh berweene them, but value them both alike, the 
good, to be good, and the bad, to be bad. I confeſle 
I haue bin very plain with the Cittizens of D#blin,but 
itis thoſe that arc only addicted tothe Pope,itis with 
thoſe that haueſo be-puſleld chemſclucs in Popery, 
that they yeeld to anumber. ot diforders, that are no 
leſle odious in the fight of God, then iniurions to the 
King : yea & to eclipling the reputation of their City 
if they did but well aduiſe themliclues, with diſcreet 
conſideration. 

Perhaps it wil be imputed to me for an oftence,that 
I haueſo avowed the greateſt number of theIriſh to 
be papiſts : But if Popery be ſo Catholike a matter as 
they themſclues do belecue, I have then doone them 
great honour and credit ſo to repute them, but it it be 
a doctrine that ſeduceth, and that draweth ſubicctes 
rather to Rebellion then ro true obedience to their 
R 2 Princes, 
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The Deſcription 
Princes, is ic not then beſt to ſpeake the truth, if it be 
but to ſhame the Deuill? | | 

Andnow to purge my ſelfe from any malicious in- 
tent, I do heere proteſt before the face of the lining 
God, and do turther auow it by chat Religion that 
Ido openly proteſle, thatI do know ncuer a Cittizen 
in Dablize,nor any other perſon that is a natiue borne 
in Jreland, that I do either hate or diſlike ; no, not hee 
thathath done me the greateſt wrong, burdo wiſh 
him as wel as I wiſh tomy ſelfe,that god would make 
vs all wiſe, andſet vs in the right mak that leaderh to 
life euerlaſting, | 

This 1s all the maliceI beare them, this is all the 
hurt I meane them, to this cnd and porpoſe I haue 
written this Booke, not againſt any Papilt in particu- 
lar, but againſt Popery in generall ; tor Popery in Jre- 
land is the original of a number of imperfections, that 
otherwiſe would bee reformed,and it is Popery once 
ly that hath ſecluded the Emgliy/b and the 11/9 from 
that perfect loue and amity, which clſe would be 1m- 
braced on both partes aſwell to the glory of God, as 
to the great benefit of this Countrey. | 

God bring it onceto paſle, that wee might all 
toyne together as well Engliſh as Iriſh, in the truc ac- 
knowledgement of one God, of one Religion, of one 
King, of one Law, and of one loue, this 1s all that I 
wiſh tor, and this is all that I hauc ndcuoured. = 


bt: 1.4 + FINES. 


